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ee And 19 BOOKER T: CHRIS JERICHO IS DOINK WITHOUT THE MAKEUP!” 
ee Serene COVER DESIGN: The two men have faced each other several times, and quite frankly, Booker T isn't 


aime Wendy Vetter impressed, He admires Jericho's wrestling skills, sure, but that’s about it 


22 PRESS CONFERENCE: AL SNOW 


What kind of man takes advice from a mannequin head? Snow does. He discusses that, 
what's been going on with him in ECW, and more 


AUSTIN ON HER MIND: 
CAN CHYNA SUCCEED WHERE MICHAELS AND HUNTER FAILED? 


she looks tough, she fears no man, and she has experience as a wrestler. Maybe—just 
maybe—she could be “Stone-Cold's” worst nightmare 


“WHY ARE THEY ALL DESERTING ME?” 
WE HAVE THE ANSWERS HOLLYWOOD HOGAN DOESN'T WANT TO HEAR! 


Not long ago, the NWO was a united group. Thanks mainly to Mr. Hogan, that isn't 
the case anymore. Hollywood is definitely to blame for most of the problems 


LIGHTING A FIRE UNDER THE UNDERTAKER: 
STOP PLAYING WITH MATCHES THAT DON’T MATTER! 


He beat Kane decisively at WrestleMania XIV. That should have brought closure to that 
feud, but ‘Taker has allowed it to linger on and on. Isn't it time he pursued a title again? 


PARTMENTS 
BETWEEN FALLS 


Had It With Bret; ECW, Yay ... And Nay; New Age Brat 
RINGSIDE with Bill Apter 


All the news and behind-the-scenes gossip 


FROM THE DESK OF ... Stuart M. Saks 
What would happen if the WWF got dumped by USA? 


IN FOCUS by Dave Lenker 


Thoughts on some potential new Horsemen ... and a warning for fans 


OFF THE TOP ROPE with Brandi Mankiewicz 
The “Queen” dips into her mailbag 
PWI CLOSE-UP: BILL GOLDBERG 
A complete career bio on the WCW U.S. champ 
MEDIA DAZE 
High Definition Television is coming soon 
THE STEEL CAGE by Dave Rosenbaum 


No more Horsemen, please! 


WIN, LOSE, OR DRAW by Andy Rodriguez 


Think about what you've done, Scott Steiner 


ARENA REPORTS 


Key match results from all over the world 


PWI DREAM TAG TEAM TOURNAMENT 


Finally, the finals are upon us 


THE JAPAN REPORT 


The latest news from the Far East ... 


THE MEXICO REPORT 


_.. and from south of the border 


OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 


The mat sport's most respected rankings 


RATINGS ANALYSIS 


stuii on Shawn, Savage, and Van Dam 


DRAWING BLOOD 


An unusual perspective from a talented cartoonist 


HOT SHOT 


A vanation of the chokehold you don't see every day 
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| Fi iva years, WCW has 
enjoyed the upper hand in the 
> Monday night ratings war. In PWI's 


© —~ head-to-head comparison, featured 


in the July 1998 issue. WCW was 
~ “found to be the better promotion, 


winning in:seven of nine categories. 


But you wouldn't Know that based) 
~ —on'someof the mail we received. 

~ from those: who support the WWF. 
Gurrent TV ratings also indicate that 
the WWE just might have kicked out 
before the count of three. 
__. “Who wants to see bunch of 
old men fighting each other?” asked 


~ © Tammy: Dammers of Wilmington, 


Delaware. “The whole NWOAVGW 
~ thing is getting so predictable: Ju. 
Dillon will never take action against 


| ; » the NWO becatise they fill the seats,” 


| “WCW ts too tame forme,” 

- — Wrote Barry Lawson‘of Chicago. “Do 
want to see Steve Austin flip off his 

‘boss? Do! want to see Lina and 

~ Sable tear each other's Clothes ue 


ip F Hel, yeah!" 


‘Marge Otto: of eect ar 


aes as however, thought our 


analysis:was-on target. “WCW has 
the better talent, and that’ Swha 
matters most.” | 
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HAD IT WITH BRET 
What’s up with Bret Hart? Is 
he ever going to wrestle in WCW 
or what? WCW made such a big 
deal about getting him—and now 
what? He says he’s “the best there 
is, the best there was, and the best | 
there ever will be.” Yeah, right! 
Didn’t he ever hear of Bruno 
Sammartino, Andre the Giant, 
or—lI hate to say it—Hollywood 
Hogan? 
Bret Hart is the biggest fraud in 
wrestling. 
CHARLES GONDOSTROM 
Philadelphia, PA 


ECW, YAY... 

It is now time that ECW got its 
just desserts. The men and women 
who compete in ECW have most 
certainly paid their dues, and PWI/ 
should give them world title 
recognition. 

After five successful pay-per- 
view events, ECW has proven that 
it is here to stay. Even more im- 
portantly, the Big Two are con- 
stantly stealing ECW talent, and | 








their “hardcore style” has filtered Bret Hart’s WCW debut was greatly anticipated by 
down to the WWE and WCW, If 2°me: but reader Charles Gondostrom has been disap- 


ointed by the “Hitman’s” lack of activity since joinin 
the Big Two recognize their con- i Haters He ; = 


tribution to the sport, then so 
should you guys at PW/. 

ECW has started promoting cards in 
different parts of the country, and some of 
its stars have even travelled to Japan to 
defend their belts. 

Please stop being so skeptical. ECW is 
not going to fizzle out like the AWA. By the 
way, if the AWA was given world title 
recognition, then ECW should have had it a 
long time ago. It is definitely time. 

CHRISTIAN BENZING 
Glenmoore, PA 


... AND NAY 
I recently had my first ECW “experi- 
ence” at Living Dangerously. If I had to sum 
it up in one word, it would be “pathetic.” 
From the oft-praised Joey Styles to the 
second-rate wrestlers, | have no idea what 
all the fuss is about. To even discuss ECW 
getting world title recognition is a joke. The 
table and chair thing is okay once in a 
while, but I prefer wrestling. 
RUSSELL VAUGHN 
Dubuque, IA 


New Jack uses a crutch to punish D-Von Dudley. The 

use of crutches, tables, and chairs are commonplace | 
in ECW, but Russell Vaughn doesn’t understand why 5 
this style of dbase) is So ss opts es 3, \i 


| i 
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NEW AGE BRAT 


It’s taken a long time, but the little respect 
I ever had for Billy Gunn is finally gone. 

Ever since he turned against his brother, 
Billy Gunn has done a lot to tarnish his 
image. Although he and Jesse James have 
been impressive by winning and defending 
the tag belts, they are not the same as The 
Smokin’ Gunns, who took their matches and 
teamwork very seriously. 

Maybe The Smokin’ Gunns will not go 
down in history as one of the all-time great 


70 


YEARS AGO 
IN PWI 





The cover of the September 1988 issue featured the newly 
crowned WWF World champion Randy Savage with Elizabeth, 
Crockett Cup winners Sting and Lex Luger, as well as action shots of 
Hulk Hogan vs. Andre the Giant and Nikita Koloff vs. Ric Flair. In this 
special Supercards ’88 edition of PW/, we covered WrestleMania IV, 
the Jim Crockett Sr. Memorial Cup tag team tournament, Rage in the 


Cage, and Clash of the Champions in full color. 


Elsewhere in the magazine: Jerry Lawler won the maid services of 


teams, but they at least conducted them- 
selves in a professional manner throughout 
most of their tenure as champions. Unlike 
Bart, Billy is acting like an immature, cocky 
brat who seems more interested in gaining 
attention than winning matches. 

Now that Bart’s back with The New 
Midnight Express, I'd like to see him kick 
Billy’s you-know-what real soon. 

CARLOS BERMUDEZ 
Hialeah, FL 
(Continued on page 54) 





Missy Hyatt for a day after beating Robert Fuller, and veteran scribe Matt Brock was on hand as 
“The King” put her to work ... Barry Windham explained why he left The Four Horsemen in “Press 


Conference” .. 
Bigelow win a title in the WWF. 
Magazine availability: Sold out. 


. Sir Oliver Humperdink was called on the carpet for failing to help Bam Bam. 
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| E SOMETIMES LOSE 
sight of the fact that pro- 
fessional wrestlers risk 


serious injury every single time 
they set foot inside a ring. As 
more and more wrestlers use 
more and more high-risk moves, 
the threat of injury becomes even 
greater, but sometimes serious 
injurieS Occur even when wres- 
tlers use what seem like very /ow- 
risk moves. 

You were probably as horrified 
as | was by what happened to 
Marcus Bagwell at the WCW 
Thunder card in Columbia, South 
Carolina, on April 22. As he lay 
motionless in the ring for about 
20 minutes after suffering a neck 
injury, it was obvious that he had 
suffered a serious injury. 

Bagwell and tag team partner 
scott Norton were battling Rick 
steiner and Lex Luger when 
Rick decided he was ready to fin- 
ish off Bagwell. He jumped off the 
turnbuckle and executed a flying 
bulldog headlock on Marcus, only 
Bagwell’s head slipped out of 
Rick's arms and got jammed into 
the side of Rick’s chest. As Bag- 
Well landed on the mat and Rick 
attempted a pin, Scott Steiner, 
unaware of what had happened, 
ran in and smashed Rick with a 
chair, then tried to pull Bagwell 
on top of Rick. | 

All Scott managed to do was 
drape Bagwell’s arm over Rick, 
but Bagwell did get the three- 
count. But when he didn’t get up 
and celebrate, everyone knew 
something was wrong. Marcus, 
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who couldn't move his limbs at 
the time, was carefully loaded 
onto a stretcher and taken to a 
local hospital, where an MRI was 





Marcus Bagwell was happy with his 
performance against Rick Steiner in 
this match, but his mood wasn't so 
pleasant when he battled Steiner on 
April 22. He suffered a seri- 

ous neck injury that night 

and will likely be out 

for at least a year. 


done on his neck. Several hours 
later, he was released and driven 
back to Atlanta (where he lives), 
then admitted to West Paces 
Ferry Hospital at about 5 a.m. 
The following day, it was deter- 
mined that he had damage to the 
C-3 and C-4 vertebrae in his 
neck. For the next three days, 
doctors tried to determine how to 
go about treating his injuries. 
Finally, on April 27, three doctors 
performed surgery on him and 
replaced the damaged vertebrae 
with pieces of Bagwell’s hip bone. 
The surgery, which took 61/2 
hours, was deemed successful, 
and Bagwell was expected to 


Si a 


Has Gene Okerlund inter- 
viewed Ric Flair in WCW for 
the last time’? No one knows. 
The “Nature Boy's’ future was 


in doubt after the federation 
filed a $2-million lawsuit 
against him. 


leave the hospital a few 
days later. 

Although none of his 
doctors was available for 
comment as of press time, 
speculation is that Marcus 
will be sidelined for a mini- 
mum of one year. Get-well 
cards can be sent to Bag- 
well c/o WCW, 1 CNN 
Center, Box 105366, 
Atlanta, GA 30348-5366. 

World Championship 
Wrestling has filed a $2- 
million lawsuit against Ric 
Flair, alleging that Flair 
broke the $1.95-million 
contract he signed in No- 
vember 1997 by missing 
several dates this year. 
Diana Myers, the legal 
affairs manager for WCW, 
said Time-Warner (WCW’s 
parent company) does not 
comment on cases that are 
pending in litigation. 

When | reached Flair by 
telephone, the “Nature 
Boy” said he wasn’t at lib- 
erty to discuss the details 
of the lawsuit, either. “I’m 
surprised at this,” he said, 
“and | just hope we can 
both walk away with our 
heads held high.” 

WWF referee Earl Heb- 
ner is back home after 
spending several weeks in 
a hospital while recovering from a 
brain aneurysm. Hebner was in 
Boston getting ready for Wres- 
tleMania XIV back in March when 
he began experiencing dizziness. 
He was taken to a local hospital 
and admitted. Hebner stayed for 
several weeks, then returned to 
his home in North Carolina. “1 
hope to be back in the ring soon,” 
he says. 

Henry Godwinn injured his 





back while on tour with the WWE 


in Germany and will be sidelined 
for several weeks ... Hollywood 
Hogan has approached NBA 
superstar Dennis Rodman about 
returning to the NWO this summer 
... Stevie Richards has surfaced 
again. He has done some color 
commentary for Philadelphia's 
Grande Wrestling Alliance and is 
also negotiating to again compete 
in -Pittsburgh’s Steel City 


Wrestling ... | thoroughly enjoyed 
the historical special about 
wrestling that A&E aired in April, 
except for one thing: There was 
not even a single mention of 
Bruno Sammartino! 

Another “Nature Boy,” Rik 
Ratchet, has sent out press 
releases proclaiming himself the 
“hottest and most valuable inde- 
pendent property in professional 
wrestling after my upset victory 
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Who do you think 
would win a match 
between Sid Vic-° 
ious (far left) and 


Rik Ratchet (left), 
who isn't nearly as 
strong or experi- 
enced? Surprise— 
Ratchet beat Sid in 
the NWA, but the 
victory wasn't as 
cleanas he says. 
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over ‘Psycho’ Sid Vicious in the 
NWA.” 

What the press release fails to 
mention is that as Ratchet was 
experiencing the beating of his life, 
his manager, The Master, slipped 
him a pair of brass knuckles. 
Ratchet smashed Sid in the face 
with them, then went on to make 
the pin. Master denies this, pointing 
out that “not one photo- 
graph of this alleged 
brass knuckles incident 
exists. Why not just let 
us bask in our glory, as 
this is an uncontested 
and historic victory? | 
expect Rik Ratchet to 
wind up in the top 10 of 
the ‘PW/ 500’ this year, 
and nothing less will be 
acceptable.” 

The NWA will cele- 
brate its 50th anniver- 
sary during a gala week- 
end bash to be held 
October 23 to 25 at the 
Hilton in Cherry Hill, 
New Jersey. “We are 
negotiating with every 
living ex-NWA champi- 
on,” says Howard 
Brody. president of the 


8 4 PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED & 


- & 
5 


ee 
a ae 

oe Pe 

= 





NWA. “We're hoping Lou Thesz, 
Harley Race, Dory Funk Jr., Jack 
Brisco, and other NWA legends will 
all be in attendance.” The weekend 
will feature, among other events, an 
NWA Hall of Fame banquet and a 
card featuring the top stars of all 20 
promotions currently affiliated with 
the NWA. 

“Dr. Death” Steve Williams 


we. 


Says his time to 
win another major 
title here in the 
United States has 
finally come. “Not 
| just a title,” he 
explains, “but a 
world title. | have 
been in Japan for 
years, and | feel 
like it's my home. 
| intend to get 
Steve Austin to wrestle me and 
then bring the WWF title back to 
Japan as a special thank you to the 
fans who have been so wonderful to 
me through the years. It’s unfortu- 
nate that fans in America just don't 
know how to appreciate someone as 
talented as me.” 

That's all for now. I'll see you at 
ringside! 7 


i 


Steve Williams has had 

a lot of success against 
All-Japan superstars 
such as Toshiaki Ka- 
wada in recent years. 
Now he’s back in the’ — 
U.S., and he'd like a 
shot at “Stone-Cold” 
steve Austins «= — 
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By taking advantage of our 
special combination offers, you’ 
can have all of the world’s — 
leading wrestling magazines 
delivered to your door and 
save up to 30% off the regular 
newsstand price! 
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PROM THE DESK OF... 





Stuart M. Saks 


hen we received a tip from 
a boxing insider that the 
USA Network had decided 


to cancel its: Tuesday Night Fights 
series after 17 years, | immediately 
called the network for confirmation. 
This was a matter of huge impor- 
tance to this company because we 
just happen to be the largest pub- 
lisher of boxing magazines in the 
world. While our box- 
ing department was 
outraged over the 
decision and geared 
up to start a letter- 
writing, phone, and 
e-mail campaign 
directed at USA, our 
wrestling department 
was left wondering’ if 
what we had specu- 
| lated about months 
before could actually 
| come to,pass: 

That the USA Net- 
work, having been 
sold to HSN Inc. and 
under the leadership 
of Barry Diller, would 
rethink its program- 
ming strategy and 
| eliminate Raw Is War 
from its schedule. 

My phone call to 
the network was use- 
less. Not only did the 
spokesman have no 
clue as to the future 
of the WWF-on USA, 
| he also claimed to 
| have no knowledge of 
| Tuesday Night Fights 
| being canceled. PR 
people, mind you, 
don't always tell you 
Bee they know, and 
sometimes they simply aren't 
privy to such information. It 
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didn’t take us long to confirm the 
cancellation of Tuesday Night 
Fights elsewhere, but that didn’t 
bring us any closer to answering 
the question about the future of the 
WWF on the network. 

Over the course of the next few 
days, in speaking to wrestlers, pro- 


moters, fans, TV people, and my 
PWI colleagues, | sampled quite a 


few views on the subject. Some 
were of the opinion that there was 
no way USA could cancel the 
WWF with the ratings as high as 
they've been. Some speculated 
that the cancellation of boxing 


would open up the Tuesday slot for — 
wrestling. One very high-ranking - 
WCW executive was convinced 


that USA had already , 
decided the fate of WWF | 
wrestling, and that the - 
announcement of Raw’s 
cancelation was forth- 
coming. Another person | 
was of the belief that the 
WWF's increasingly vio- 
lent and sexual content 
was an indication that | 
perhaps the USA had f''"" 
already informed the | 
WWF it was going to be | 
canceled and that the 
federation was in a posi- 
tion in which it felt it had — 
nothing to lose. : 

But why speculate on | 
something that doesn’t | 
seem to have a conclu- 
sive answer, you might 
ask. Because one man, 
Diller, perhaps holds the 
key to the future of pro- 
fessional wrestling in the 
United States. Without 
the USA Network, the 
WWF would not have an 
outlet by which it could 





reach a national wrestling audi- 


ence, Where else would the feder- 


ation be able to turn? We can rule 
out TBS and TNT, of course. 
ESPN carried wrestling in the ’80s, 
but that was in the days when it 
was desperate for programming. 
ESPN2 is too limited even if it were 
interested. The Discovery Chan- 
nel? The Learning Channel? Life- 


time? Not in this lifetime. MTV has ~ 
had-some interaction with wrestling 


through the years, but the network 
recently announced that it was 


going to re-emphasize music 


videos and concerts and move 


away from alternative program- 
‘ming. Fox? Now there’s an inter- 
- esting thought. 


Barry Diller might not realize it, but he’s one of the 
most powerful men in wrestling right now. If he 
decides that the USA Network would be better off not 
showing WWF programs, the WWF could be in trouble. 





The only man — 
on the planet who 
despises Ted Turner 
more than Vince McMahon is 
Rupert Murdoch, the owner of the 
Fox Network. Would he be 
amenable to putting WWF wres- 
tling on the same network that’s 


already home to the National. 
Football League, the National 


Hockey League, and Major League 


Baseball? Well, no, to be quite 


frank. But there is the burgeoning 
Fox Sports | Net, a ‘national/regional 
sports. network that's already in the 
top. 100° markets. and: has a poten- 


tial viewing audience of 60 million — 
(about 15 million. shy of the USA | 


Network). 


But any. invelvensant pelween: 
Fox and the WWE is just pee 


just Shee wih. mere e speculation 


and, for argument’s sake, say that — 
the USA Network dumps Raw 
(which,. for the record, | still consid- 
era longshot). Without another 
national network, the WWF would 


be in deep, deep trouble. And, as 


such, so would the sport. WCW 


President Eric Bischoff ‘may pub- 
licly maintain that he loves a good 
fight (especially. when he’ s win- 
ning), but he can’t enjoy overpay- 


ing for athletes just to keep them 


away from the competition. Face it, 
wrestling’s popularity is ‘through the 
roof again primarily because of the 


competition between WCW and the - 


WWF. And nobody (with the ex- 


ception of wew) Wen to see that : 


change. 
Ironically, if the USA Network 
did indeed. opt to pull the plug on 


Raw at this point, it would happen: 
1e WWF was ex- 

periencing a major resurgence in. 

its popularity. dust before press 





at a time when t 








time, Raw beat Nitro f 
head-to-head in the 


1996, 4.6-4,.3. In fact, 
the rating for Raw had 


steady decline for near- 
ly two years. According 


couple of weeks later to . 
confirm what | had P 
already confirmed), Tues- Wee 


“not canceled becau Sse. 
of a lack of popularity— | 
its Nielsen rating aver- | 
S$ ageda respectable 1.9—- — ef 
“but because the network was nid 
to reshape its demographics. to 
appeal toa younger audience, 
At that’s. true (question. mark, a 
question mark), then Raw should — 
be safe. Its audience is at times 
twice the size of the boxing audi- — 
ence, and its demographics are a 
lot younger. But what if that’s only = 
a company line, and the network 
"was just looking for a ‘graceful way 
of saying that it no longer wanted 
to be associated with boxing and 
wrestling, the two most violent. 
sports? Perhaps it’s more lucrative - 
selling advertising. time for movies - 
like Moby Dick and that’s the direc-. 
tion Diller and conpalty wou td ike: 


Nielsen ratings for the 
first time since June 10, 


increased in each of the — 
past eight weeks lead- 
ing up to that victory 
after having been in 


to the USA spokesman 
(who called me back a 


day Night Fights. was 


to take. 

He’s not available for interviews, 
arid he probably wouldn't say one 
way or the other if he: were. But 


while the pessimist in me’says 
_ there’s a very real Chance that Raw 
- will be canceled, logic tells me that 


a i businessman like Diller would not 





duced: by the USA 
Network, has been 
_ instructed (presumably | 
~on_Dillet’s orders) to 
“tone down the violent 


guests. if Diller takes 


“Gamut from distatesful to We 
“ebscéne—the WWF might 

ms be’ forced to alter its adult- ~, 
Yoriented approach, which ™ 


steve Austin enjoys using “colorful” language when 
» he is talking to Vince McMahon on Raw. McMahon 
might not be the only very important person who 
ee to that. 


iditeh a money- -maker before 
he had alternatives that _« 
re ne s sure would do as 4 









“Bu consider this lit- [ 
tle tidbit: The: Jerry. |, 
Springer Show, pro-. 


confrontations between | 


that same approach to 
Raw—wrhich runs the 


could ultimately affect ratings 
and make a decision to cancel a bit 
easier. 

Vince McMahon would be wise 
to start exploring alternatives 


before that day comes. LJ 
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Complete your collection of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out on the excellence 
that has made PW/ the leader in wrestling journalism! Each issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR 
posier of one of your favorite wrestling stars, plus, beginning with the September 1990 issue, PW/ 
is packed with color in every issue! Quantities are limited, so order today! 


June 1983: Rick Martel In 1983: A Year Of Greatness ... Or 
Disaster? Centerfold: Cowboy Bob Orton. Plus: Midnight 
Rider-Sullivan, Kevin Von Erich, Jack Gnseo, Slaughter- 
Wanz. 

June 1984: The Carnage Continues: Why The NWA Is 
Afraid To Stop Ted DiBiase. Centerfold: Dick Slater. Plus: 
Hulk Hogan, Magnum-l!, Patera & Blackwell-Rock 'n’ Rolls, 
One Man Gang, 

July 1984: Jimmy Valiant's Message To The Fans: “It's 
Time For You To Boogie Woogie!” Centerfold: Paul 
Ellering. Plus: Fabulous Ones-Rock 'n’ Rolls, Junkyard Dog, 
Sheik Al-Kalssia, Barry Windham. 

November 1984: Sgt. Slaughter: “! Pledge Allegiance To 
The Fans!" Centerfold: Rick Martel. Plus: Superstar 
Graham, Road Warriors, Kerry Von Erich, Windham & 
Rotundo-Mosca & Slater. 

December 1984: Do The Fans Expect Too Much From 
Barry Windham? Centerfold: Kerry Von Erich. Plus: Rick 
Martel, Wahoo McDaniel, Tommy Rich, WWF vs. NWA. 
January 1985: Awesome Destruction! The Road Warriors 
Power To Their First World Title. Centerfold: Tito Santana. 
Plus: Billy Jack-Dory Funk Jr., Michae! Hayes, Austin Idol. 
February 1985: AWA World Champion Rick Martel: Five 
Steps To Greatness. Centerfold: Magnum T.A. Plus: Hulk 
Hogan, Blanchard-Rhodes, Bob Backlund, Paul Ellering. 
April 1985: Jimmy Snuka: “! Want Piper!"—Even If It Kills 
The Tonga Kid. Centerfold: Ronnie Garvin. Plus: Flair 
Rhodes, Terry Gordy, Jim Garvin, Road Warriors. 
Seplember 1985: Magnum T.A.: He's Got Millions Of 
Fans, But He's The Loneliest Man In Wrestling. 
Centerfold: Junkyard Dog. Plus: Hulk Hogan, Von Erich- 
Adams, Hacksaw Duggan, 

October 1985: Instant Stardom: Rick Steamboat Makes It 
Big In The WWF. Centerfold: Chris Adams, Plus: Road 
Warriors, Bruiser Brody, Nikita Koloff. 

May 1987: Hulk vs. Andre? The WWF Braces For All-Out 
War! Centerfold: Steve Williams. Plus: Capt. Lou Albano, 
PWIUWF Toumey, Jim Cometie, Dynamite Kid, Kerry Von 
Erich. 

June 1987: Magnum T.A.'s Message To The Fans: “Thank 
You For Your Prayers." Centerfold: Hulk Hogan. Plus: 
Manel & Zenk, Hayes & Gordy, Scott Hall, Road Warriors. 
October 1987: Dump The Horsemen, Flair—A True 
Champion Stands On His Own. Centerfold: Ted DiBiase. 
Plus: Hogan-Steamboal, Steve Williams, NWA & WWF. 
November 1987: When The Going Gets Tough ... Will 
Nikita Koloff Turn Bad Again? Centerfold: George Steele. 
Plus: Road Warriors, Hulk Hogan, Jimmy Hart, Barry Windham. 
June 1988: ls The End Near For Hulk Hogan? Centerfold: 
Tully Blanchard, Plus: Midnight Rockers-Kelly & Kiniski, Al 
Perez, Dusty Rhodes, Magnificent Muraco. 

August 1988: Macho Madness—The Torch Is Passed. 
Centerfold; Al Parez. Plus: Kerry Von Erich, Bruno 
Sammarino, Luger & Windham, Eddie Gilban. 

November 1988: He's Back! Bul ls Savage's Belt Beyond 
Hulk's Reach? Centerfold: Midnight Express. Plus: Madusa- 


Hyatt, Rock ‘n’ Rolls, Ousty Rhodes, Warlord & Barbarian-Ax 
& Smash, Kevin Von Erich & Jessica McClure. 

December 1988: The Four Horsemen's Revolving Door— 
Who's The Next To Go? Centerfold: Hacksaw Duggan, Plus: 
Jerry Lawler, Precious, Bam Bam Bigelow, Bruiser Brody, 
Intercontinental tag title. 

June 1989: Hogan vs. Savage—WrestleMania V Preview. 
Centerfold: Rick Steamboat. Plus: Dustin Rhodes, Road 
Warnors, Larry Zbyszko, Rock 'n' Rolls-British Bulldogs. 
July 1989: Rick Steamboat: “I'm Not A Real Champ Till | 
Beal Luger & Sting. Centerfold: Roddy Piper. Plus; Paul E. 
Dangerously, John Studd, Dallas Page. 

August 1989: Super Sunday—Hulkamania Reborn! 
Ultimate Warrior Dethroned! NWA Stunner! Centerfold: 
Lex Luger, Plus: Steamboat-Flair, Dusty Rhodes. 
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October 1989: Muscle-For-Muscle, Who's More 
Awesome—Luger Or Hogan? Centerfold: Rick Rude, Plus: 
sting, Jimmy Snuka, Lawler-Perez, Dallas Page, +* 
November 1989: Dusty Rhodes—Alone And In Danger. 
Centerfold: Aic Flair. Plus: Luger-Steamboat, Ultimate 
Warrior, Robert Fuller, Rick Steiner 

December 1989: The Young & Restless: The NWA's 
Future Is In Their Hands. Centerfold: Jimmy Snuka. Plus: 
Bruius Beefcake, Mil Mascaras, Baneiars & Anderson, 
British Bruisers. 

January 1990: Warrior's Next Victim: Hulk Hogan? 
Canterfold; Sid Vicious. Plus: Kerry Von Erich, Jim Ross, 
Midnight Express. 

February 1990: Luger's Hollday Gift For Flair: Has The 
“Total Package” Wrapped Up The NWA Title? Centerfold: 
Brat Hart. Plus: Hulk Hogan, Woman, Hennig-Beefcake, Toni 
Adams. 

March 1990 (Special Issue): 1989—The Year In Wrestling. 
1989 In Review, Achievement "89 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1990. 

April 1990: PWI Wrestler Of The Decade: ‘Why Lex Luger 
Couldn't Ruin Ric Flair's Greatest Day. Centerfold: Dusty 
Rhodes. Plus: Rockers, Hogan-Hennig, Jerry Lawler. 

May 1990: Hulk Hogan: Primed And Ready For 
WrestleMania VI. Centerfold: Great Muta. Plus: Piper-Rude, 
Eric Embry, Rock ‘n’ Rolls, Sid Vicious, pain. 

June 1990; Hogan vs. Warrior: Why WrestleMania VI 
Won't Settle This Feud. Centerfold: Sting. Plus: Nikita 
Koloff, Comette-Rock 'n’ Rolls, Ahodes-Savage, Andarson- 
Sawyer, boxers vs. wrestlers. 

July 1990: The Maturing Of Lex Luger: The “Total Package” 
Becomes The People's Choice. Centerfold: Rick Martal. Plus: 
Skyscrapers, Bobby Heenan, Mr. Saito, referees, 


September 1990: The Hulkster's Wrath: 7,000 Miles To 
Violent Redemption. Centerfold: The Steiners. Plus:. Jeff 
Jarrett, Sting, Destruction Crew, Four Horsemen, Curt 
Hennig. 

October 1990: Sting's Painful Lesson: You'll Have No 
Friends At The Top. Centerfold: Brutus Beefcake. Plus: 
Orndort-Blanchard, Tugboal, Teddy Long, Ultimate Warrior, 
Road Warriors. 

November 1990: Sting Wins The NWA Worid Title! “If This 
is A Dream, Don't Wake Me.” Centerfold: Road Warriors. 
Plus: Aude-Warrior, Ric Flair, Funk-Hansen, muscle and 
power. 

February 1991: WrestleMania Vil Contest. Centerfold: 
1991 calendar. Plus: Sid Vicious, DiBiase-Rhodes, Scott 
steiner, Power & Glory, Terry Funk. 

March 1991 (Special Issue): 1990—The Year In Wrestling. 
1990 In Review, Achievement '90 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1991. 

April 1991: Sgt. Slaughter Guilty Of Treason! Centerfold: 
Tom Zenk. Plus: Sting, Magnum T.A., Jesse Ventura, Lawler- 
Gilbart, Hogan & Warrior. 

May 1991: WrestleMania Vll Shocker! Who Is Secretly 
Plotting To Destroy Hulk Hogan Before March 24? 
Centerfold: Arn Anderson. Plus: Rick Rude, Flair-Sting, Lou 
Thesz, Rick Steamboat. 

June 1991: Hulk Hogan: America’s Hero, Centerfold: 
Hacksaw Duggan. Plus: Cactus Jack, Ric Flair, Nasty Boys, 
Sieiners, Simmons-Reed. 

July 1991: The War Is Over! Hulk Hogan Liberates The 
WWF Belt From Sgt. Slaughter! Centerfold: Brian Piliman. 
Plus: Horsemen, Lex Luger, Eric Embry, Demolition. 
August 1991 (Special Issue): Supercards ‘91. Centerfold: 
Hulk Hogan. Plus: WrestleMania Vil, WCW-New Japan, 
Ultimate Warrior, Qwen Hart, Koloff-Luger. 

October 1991: Sid Justice: The Second Coming Of Hulk 
Hogan. Centerfold: Lex Luger, Plus: Hogan-Slaughter, 
Terrence Taylor, Barry Windham, Williams-Bigelow. 
November 1991: Your Wedding Gift For Savage & 
Elizabeth: Help Lift The “Macho Man's” Suspension! 
Centerfold: Bobby Eaton. Plus: Tito Santana, Bushwhackers, 
Jushin Liger, Brian Pillman. 

December 1991; PW! 500. Centerfold: Rick Steamboat. 
Plus: Ron Simmons, Johnny B. Badd, Flair-Hogan. 

January 1992; Ric Flair: He'll Make Hulk Hogan Look Like 
An Amateur, Centeriold: Ron Simmons. Plus: Rick Steiner, 
Ultimate Warrior, Lex Luger. 

February 1992: Has Hulk Hogan Had Enough? Centerfold: 
1992 calendar. Plus: Sting, Justice-Roberts, hot prospects, 
Eddie Gilbert, 

March 1992 (Special Issue); 1991—The Year In Wrestling. 
1991 In Review, Achievement "91 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1992. 

April 1992: Outlook For Sting: Bright And Sunny; 
Forecast For Luger: Reign Ending! Centerfold: Ric Flair. 
Plus: Eaton & Anderson, Madusa, Jannetty-Michaels, WWF 
madness. 

May 1992: Revitalized In Tokyo: Hulk Hogan Is Super- 
Psyched For WrestleMania Vil! Centerfold: Rick Rude, 
Plus: Sting & Muta-Steiners, Jarrett & Fuller, Lightning Kid, 
Randy Savage, intimidation. 

June 1992: Exclusive PW! Interview: Roddy Piper Speaks 
Out! Centerfold; Dustin Rhodes. Plus: Dangerously-Sting, 
Abdullah-Cactus, Sid Justice, Randy Savage. 

July 1992: The Best Of The Best—The Masters Of Their 
Craft. Centerfold: Randy Savage. Plus: Liger-Pillman, Jim 
Neidhart, U.S-Japan, Ric Flair. 

August 1992 (Special Issue): WrestleMania Vill. 
Centerfold: Hulk Hogan. Plus: Ultimate Warrior, Randy 
Savage. Sting, Terry Taylor, Gilbert-Patriot, gore. 
September 1992: Savage vs. Sting: Why It Isn't That 
Unlikely. Centerfold: Nikita Koloff. Plus: Steiners, Barry 
Windham, Sid Justice, Hodge & Weston, Shawn Michaels. 
October 1992: The Hatred Still Runs Deep: Ultimate Warrior 
vs. Randy Savage—They'll Settle Up At SummerSlam! 
Gentariold: Cactus Jack. Plus: Steve Williams, Tom Zank, WWF 
lite controversy, fire match, Eric Embry. 

November 1992; The British Bulldog: Hounding The 
Hitman. Centerfold: Ultimate Warrior, Plus: Honky Tonk Man, 
sleiners, Undertaker, Madusa, perfect wrestler. 


December 1992: PW) 500. Centerfold: Big Van Vader. Plus: 
Nailz-Bossman, Sid Justice, WCW rulebreakers. 

January 1993: New WWF World Champion Ric Flair: His 
SummerSlam Plan Works To Perfection. Centerfold: Jeff 
Jarrett. Plus: Ron Simmons, Kerry Von Erich, Rude-Roberts- 
Steamboat. 

March 1993 (Special Issue): 1992—The Year In Wrestling. 
1992 In Review, Achievement "92 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1993. 

April 1993: The Steiners: Everything You Always Wanted 
To Know About Wrestling’s Most Awesome Tag Team. 
Centerfold: Barry Windham. Plus: Bob Backlund, Sting-Muta, 
Hawk & Sasaki, Davey Boy Smith. 

May 1993: WrestleMania Without Hulk Hogan? Centerfold: 
The Undertaker. Plus: Ron Simmons, Cactus Jack, Madusa- 
Sheri, WCW-New Japan, Ultimate Warrior. 

April 1995: WWE Title Turmoil. Centerfold: Sabu. Plus: Hulk 
Hogan, Jim Cornette, Diesel, Alundra Blayze, Dusty-Dustin, 
Chris Candido. 

July 1995: Hulk Hogan: “! Can't Take It Anymore!” 
Centerfold: Bam Bam Bigelow. Plus: Kevin Sullivan, USWA 
blood, Yokozuna, Savage & Sherri, revitalize the WWF. 
April 1996: WCW World Title Turmoil. Centerfold: The Kid. 
Plus: Hulk Hogan, Ahmed Johnson, Bob Armstrong, 
Michaels-Bret, Public Enemy. 

May 1996: Un-Natural! The WWF Has Finally Gone Too 
Far! Centerfold: Public Enemy. Plus: Jeff Jarrett, Dreamer- 
Raven, Dan Severn, Ric Flair, Giant. 

July 1996: Is Shawn Michaels Leaving The WWF? 
Centerfold: Lax Luger. Plus: Goldust, Hulk Hogan, Giant, Ric 
Flair. 

August 1996 (Special Issue): WrestleMania XII. 
Centerfold: Sunny. Plus: Shawn Michaels, 1-2-3 Kid, Jimmy 
Hart, Sting-Flair, Sandman & Hyatt, Steve Austin. 
September 1996: Kevin Nash—Great Expectations. 
Centerfold: Ultimate Warrior. Plus: Roddy Piper, Jerry Lawler, 
Steiners-Road Warriors, Public Enemy. 

October 1996: Peaking Too Soon: Will The Giant Be 
Ruined By His Own Success? Centerfold: Goldust. Plus: 
Big Van Vader, Ric Flair, Bulldog, Lex Luger. 

November 1996: Giant-Michaels: The War To End All 
Wars. Centerfold: Dreamer, Beulah, Kimona. Plus: Sunny, 
Bret Hart, World Peace Festival, Yoshi Kwan. 
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December 1996: The Truth Hurts: Hulk Hogan Is Right! 
Centerfold: Steve Austin. Plus: Underaker-Bearer-Mankind, 
Sting, Ahmed Johnson, Col. Parker. 

Winter 1996 (Special Issue): PWI'500. Centerfold: Shawn 
Michaels. 

January 1997: The NW0O's Confidential Dream Roster. 
Centerfold: Rey Misterio Jr. Plus: Marc Mero, Lord Steven 
Regal, Shawn Michaels, PG-13. 

February 1997: Mr. Perfect: “Shawn Michaels Stole My 
Life.” Centerfold: “Psycho” Sid. Plus: Kroffat & Furnas, Vince 
McMahon, Randy Savage, New Razor & New Diesel. 

April 1997: How Winning The Title Saved Psycho Sid's 
Sanity. Centerfold: Hulk Hogan. Plus: Rocky Maivia, Jeff 
Jarrett, Unofficial/Officials, Chris Jericho. 


May 1997: March Madness. Centerfold: Benoit & Woman. 
Plus: Akira Hokuto, Roddy Piper, Goldust, Giant. 

June 1997 (Special Issue): The 1997 PW! Poll. Centerfold: 
Ahmed Johnson. Plus: Bearer & Vader, Savio Vega, Piper- 
Hogan, Barely Legal!, Malenko-Dragon. 

July 1997: Steve Austin: Stone-Cold And Uncensored. 
Centerfold: Dallas Page. Plus: Rocky Maivia, Road Warriors, 
Nick Patrick, Eliminators. 

August 1997: (Special Issue): Supercards ‘97: WCW 
Uncensored, WWF WrestleMania XIIl, ECW Barely Legal. 
Centerfold: Dennis Rodman & Hulk Hogan vs. Lex Luger. 
Plus: Kimberly, Public Enemy, managers. 

September 1997: N-W-Over? Centerfold: Bret Hart. Plus: 
Piper & Flair, Terry Funk, WWF World title, Steve Austin. 
October 1997: Shawn Michaels: Is His Heart Still In The 
WWF? Centerfold: The Giant. Plus: Ultimo Dragon, Kevin 
Nash, Big Van Vader, ECW. 

November 1997: WWF-WCW Death Match: PWI'S Plan To 
Prevent Armageddon. Centerfold: Rob Van Dam. Plus: 
Debra & Jarrett, “Psycho" Sid, Giant & Page, Owen Hart. 
December 1997: Ken Shamrock's Deadly Climb To The 
Top. Centerfold: Savage & Elizabeth, Plus: Perry Saturn, 
WWF light heavys, NWO & Bischoff, Eddy Guerrero. 
Holiday 1997 (Special Issue): PW! 500. Centerfold: Dean 
Malenko. 

January 1998: Bagwell, Wright, & Jericho—The AealNew 
World Order. Centeriold: Dude Love. Plus: The Giant, Shane 
Douglas, Shawn Michaels, Ahmed Johnson. 

February 1998: Sting vs. Hogan—The Match Of The 
Century! Centerfold: Hogan vs. Sting fight poster. Plus: 16- 
page Starrcade preview, Perry Satum, Dude Love. 

March 1998 (Special Issue): 1997—The Year In Wrestling. 
1997 In Review, Achievement "97 awards, Unotticial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1998. 

April 1998: The DeGeneration X Debate: Will It Save Or 
Ruln The WWF? Genteriold: Ken Shamrock. Plus: Bret Hart, 
Uindertaker-Kane, Melanie Pillman. 

May 1998: Starrcade Scandal! We Hate To Say lt, But ... 
Give The Belt Back To Hogan. Centerfold: Ric Flair. Plus: 
Marc Mero, Taka Michinoku, Taz, Starrcade match-by-match. 
June 1998 (Special Issue): The 1998 PW! Poll. Centerfold: 
Steve Austin, Plus: Sabu, Lex Luger, Sting, Rocky Maivia, Bill 
Goldberg. 
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By Dave Lenker 


Responded Arn: “They are.” 

hereafter, in this very column, | made a 
9 Arn» }told him to stay with the Horsemen as an 
Sh but hedidn’t listen to me. Then the Horsemen 
the’ Months went by, | came to the conclu- 
ile missed seeing Arn wrestle and do 
ery Week, | didn’t really miss The Four 
. Mat era\was Over. Enough was enough. 

> Cu Hennig did us all a favor by betraying 
fai leating the group in disarray. Time for 
making a lot of noise about putting 
@r group of Horsemen. He may have 
by the time you read this. In April, he 
lair), Dean Malenko, Lex Luger, and 


v > fg gas hig four top candidates (Anderson 
WA, 5 manager). 

‘i AS | respect Arn Anderson, | think this 
2 uge mistake. 













| = allian 
Just last September “Senior Writer Steve Andaygen son 
posed a very simple questid 1en-1ec etired 
Arn Anderson durin@¥aa_ interview published in Lag 
Wrestler. > > 
Asked Steve: “How.do you feel about [the NWO’s] 
assertion that The Foufitor : 
dead?” > 





A decade ago, The Four Horsemen were comprised of Barry Windham, Ric Flair, Tully 
Blanchard, and Arn Anderson. Now Arn is talking about forming another version of the 
group. Dave Lenker doesn’t want to see that happen. 
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of the Horsemen already! Form a new 
youdWant, guys, but do me a favor and call it 
ing ather than The Four Horsemen. If you do 
5ose toido the Horsemen thing again, I’m sure you'll 
see pigmty of people holding four fingers in the air 
wher you come out, but all you'll be doing is inviting 
sto6mparisons to past Horsemen groups, and chances 
semen are effectively are those comparisons won't be favorable. 

= ae? ~For those who want to see another version of the 


Horsemen just so Ric Flair can 
make one more run at the WCW 
World title, | say if he’s no longer 
good enough to win the belt with- 
out a bunch of his friends protect- 
ing him or running interference for 
him, then | don’t want to see him 


‘as World champion again. 


And answer me this: While 
most people said getting invited 
into the Horsemen fold was just 
the break both Chris Benoit and 
Steve McMichael, two members 
of the last version, needed, how 
much did either really benefit 
from the experience? Benoit was 
a terrific wrestler before he 
became a Horseman, and | think 
he has gotten a lot better since 
the group disbanded. 

McMichael’s improvement dur- 
ing his stint with the Horsemen 
was minimal. He didn’t seem to 
learn much from Anderson or 
Flair. 

As for the potential new re- 
cruits, Luger didn’t work as a 
Horseman before, and | doubt 
he’d work out this time. Malenko, 


no matter how much he’s been struggling, doesn’t 
strike me as the kind of guy who could be happy fight- 
ing any battles but his own. And how many matches in 
a row has Goldberg won without help from anyone? 

Interesting idea, Arn, but it's one | wish you had 
kept it to yourself. 


SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT ... 





For one night, | wanted to be just another fan. Raw 
was coming to Philly, so | decided to get a ticket, 
make the 40-minute drive from my home to the 
CoreStates Center, and just enjoy and observe three 
hours of wrestling. Didn’t take a pad and paper, didn't 
take a tape recorder, didn't even bother to bring my 
press pass. 

| picked the right show just to watch. It was the 
night Vince McMahon stepped into the ring to face 
“stone-Cold” Steve Austin. Incredible energy in the 
building. Great card. Interesting signs. Obscene signs. 

Too bad the night ended on such a downer. And 
not just because Dude Love saw to it that the Austin- 
McMahon match never really got going. 

| was sitting in the second row, and as | looked 
across the ring while the show was ending, | noticed 
our own Bill Apter, who had photographed the entire 
card from a ringside position, wincing and touching the 
bridge of his nose. | eventually made eye contact with 
him and realized that he had been hit by something 
thrown by a fan. Since he wasn’t bleeding profusely, | 
figured the injury was relatively minor, and when | saw 
Bill at the office the next morning, he confirmed that. 
But it was a very painful 
injury. He developed a 
headache from it and had 
to seek first aid at the Core- 
States Center before leav- 
ing that night. It still both- 
ered him the next day. — 

Apparently a ringside 
fan discovered (and later 
told Bill) that he had been 
hit by a piece of tin foil that 
had been rolled into a 
small ball. We'll never 
know who threw it, but the 
foil ball probably traveled 
quite a distance. But Bill 
pointed out that things 
could have turned out a lot 
worse if he hadn't been 
wearing glasses. 

Something seemingly 
harmless could very easily 
have done serious and per- 
manent damage to one of 
his eyes. 


This is what rings often look like at the end of both WWF and WCW shows nowadays. If something 
isn't done to stop fans from pelting the ring with debris, someone is going to be seriously injured. 


This trend has to stop. Fans everywhere have start- 
ed thinking that by purchasing a ticket, they have won 
the right to shower the ring with debris when they see 
something they don’t like. For those who believe this, 
please answer the following: Would you enjoy attend- 
ing a wrestling card any less if you didn’t throw any- 
thing toward the ring? 

And how about this: Would you like it if people who 
objected to your behavior at work or school started 
randomly throwing things at you from all angles? | 
remember an old episode of Seinfeld in which Jerry 
got revenge on a woman who heckled him at a come- 
dy club by going to her office and booing her. That 
was funny; this isn’t. Wrestlers could get hurt, crew 
members could get hurt, photographers could get hurt, 
and other fans could get hurt. 

The situation has gotten so bad that WCW camera 
men routinely cover their equipment so it won't get 
damaged or ruined by flying beverages or debris. 

li's time for federations to crack down on fans who 
throw things at the ring. | know the security people in 
the arenas are doing their best to find the guilty par- 
ties, but we have to do more to stop this before 
tragedy strikes. It's up to every federation to make it 
clear that it's never okay to shower the ring with any- 
thing. Not even those styrofoam heads Al Snow fans 
are given at certain ECW shows. Let people know it's 
okay to do it some of the time and sooner or later 
they're going to think it’s okay to throw things anytime. 

There are plenty of other ways for you to show your 
disapproval. As far as | know, no one has ever been 
injured by a fan's boos. L| 
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(Editor’s note: The opinions 
expressed in this column are those of 
the letter writers and Brandi Man- 
kiewicz herself. They do not neces- 
sarily reflect the editorial views of 
this magazine.) 


LL RIGHT. | will admit that last 
A month's picture was placed in 
4 this column through an art de- 
partment error. Obviously, it was not the 
gorgeous yours truly, Perhaps I'll include 
a better photo for your drooling pleasure 
in a future issue. 

Okay, now pay attention! PWI’s 1998 
Comeback of the Year Award has been sewn 
up by X-Pac. His hard-hitting interview on 
Raw, not to mention his antics of late, have 
made him a DX MVP. He has breathed new 
life into that group faster that you can count 
fo six. The addition of him, Mr. Dog, and — 

Mr. Gunn have made DX watchable. 

Now all they need is a female presence 
and they should be set. With “Yawn” nurs- 
ing his poor widdle boo boo for a while, 
there is no beiter time for DX to enlist the 
rulebreaking services of the real Queen. 
Of course, we'd have to do something with 
that surgically enhanced She-Hulk. 

With “Triple-H” in charge, you can 
het DX won't be wasting any more time on 
pretenders like “The Backbreak Kid” or 
Mike Tyson ... or Chyna. I am the real 
McCoy. The genuine article. No surgery 
can enhance my allure because my allure 
cannot be enhanced. How do you improve 
upon a masterpiece? After all, that is what 
[ am: a masterpiece. Oh, and as always, I 
am your champion. 
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If you wish to 

| contribute to 
Brandi’s mailbag, 
send your letters to: 


TOP ROPE 
| Box 1148 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Or send e-mail to: 
TopRopePWi@aol.com 


Dear Brandl, 

I notice that in just about every issue, 
you criticize “Yawn” Michaels. Well, I 
agree with you. | think that “The 
Franchise” Shane Douglas could beat the 
living daylights out of “Yawn.” I think 
the WWE and ECW should hold a joint 
card with these two in the main event so 
“Yawn” Michaels—and all his fans— 
will know who really is the best wrestler 
in the world. It is “The Franchise” Shane 
Douglas. What do you think? 

LARRY RITCHIE 
eoodallits@aol.com 





Dear Larry: 

“Yawn” and Douglas are on 
opposite ends of the rulebreaking 
spectrum. Douglas is firm in his con- 
victions, having never wavered from 
his philosophy since he turned 
“bad,” while Michaels changes his 
views with the wind. Douglas breaks 
rules because he believes it will fur- 
ther his career. Michaels breaks 
rules because it’s fashionable. The 
“Lost Smile Kid” would never face 
Douglas in a match. He would get a 
mysterious hangnail or ingrown toe- 
nail. Perhaps I’m being too hard on 
the ol’ “Yawner.” He does have one 
advantage over Douglas. He is losing 
his hair much faster. 


Hi Brandi! 

I’m the greatest fan of the greatest I- 
C champion of all-time, The Honky 
Tonk Man. He held the I-C title for 454 
days, 653,760 minutes, and 39,225,600 
seconds. He held the title longer then 
anyone. Did you see him in the Royal 
Rumble? He controlled the match. If he 
was number 30, he would have won it. I 

hope he returns full-time. 
DAVID SPALDING 
davidspalding@rocketmail.com 





X-Pac joins “Triple-H” at the Raw /s War broadcast table. | like X-Pac in DX a lot more 
than | liked Shawn Michaels in the group. But what to do about Chyna? 





The way things are going for Hollywood 
Hogan and the NWO these days, a return 
to the WWF, where he won five world 
titles, is not out of the question. | doubt 
Hogan ever got “Hulkamania” complete- 
ly out of his system. 


Hi David! 

Despite your rambling, nearly 
incoherent letter, I will admit that I 
share your fondness for HTM. No 
one has gotten under the skin of 
more fans than good ol’ Honk. 
While his best days may have passed 
him by, he can still shake, rattle, ’n’ 
roll with the best of them. While 
other wrestlers are constantly 
changing their looks and styles, 
Honky just keeps moving his hips 
toward hall of fame status. Un- 
derrated? Hardly. He is one of 


wrestling’s only living legends. And | 


as far as that I-C title reign, it seems 
to me that he has ultimately outlast- 
ed that Warrior who defeated him. 


Dear Brandi: 

I remember back in the “80s when 
Vince McMahon used to refer to Hulk 
Hogan as “the greatest World Wres- 
tling Federation champion there ever 
was and ever will be” Then, of course, 
in 94, Hogan left for WCW. I know 
Hogan is an old geezer and he'll never 
be as good as he once was, but my 
question to you is this: How did the 


falling-out between McMahon and 
Hogan occur? And why now does the 
WWE in general always make snide 
remarks toward Hogan? Finally, do 
you think Hogan will ever make a 
return to the WWF? 


RYAN WALTON | 


Allentown, PA 


Dear Ryan: 

Never say never, I think after the 
Austin angst he has felt over the past 
few months, Vinnie Mac would wel- 
come back the former “‘Hulkster,” 
no matter what colors he was sport- 
ing. While Austin’s popularity rivals 
Hogan’s, Hollywood was a corpora- 
tion’s dream champion while he was 
in the WWF. He towed the line and 
smiled pretty for the cameras. I 
think Hogan would welcome a 
return as well. Things in WCW/ 
NWO country are not exactly going 
swimmingly now. Hogan is not good 
at handling adversity. Don’t be sur- 
prised if he is soon bedecked in his 
old red and yellow. Heck, he’s even 
using a Viper with those colors to 
allegedly (yeah, right) run down 
Randy Savage. 


Dear Brandi: 

I think the “Macho Man” should go 
back to the WWE and fight Steve 
Austin in a cage for the belt. Let the 
two crazy men fight each other. That 
would be a great match. Do you think 
so? 

JOSH MADSEN 

Josh_D_Madsen@ RedwoodFN.org 


Dear Josh: 

It would be “Oh, yeah” vs. “Hell, 
yeah.” It would be the battle of two 
fan favorites who try to put their 
best bad faces forward. Both men 
have been boring me lately. Austin is 
too busy trying to conjure up new 
profane catch phrases, while Savage 
lets the fans lead him down the 
primrose path of fence straddling. 
Everyone thinks they’re crazy, but 
they are calculated rulebreakers-in- 
disguise who can perform chame- 
leon-like changes that would make 
Sigfried and Roy fall over on their 
Bengal tigers. 


Dear Queen Brandi: 

In my opinion, “The Rock” Rocky 
Maivia is the best thing that has ever 
happened to the WWF. Not only is 
he an awesome wrestler, but he 
proved that he also has some great 
political views. Can you imagine: 
U.S. President Mr. Rock? What do 
you think of him? I’d think he’d be a 
fitting king. 

DAVID FRANKY 
LOWIE DULLAERT 
Davidlewis_frankdollar@ yahoo.com 


David and Lowie: 

The fact that it took both of you 
to hit the little keys on your key- 
board as you typed this letter 
makes my blood run cold. But 
your admiration of Maivia shows | 
that there is some brain activity in 
those vacant skulls. Maivia is tal- 
ented, articulate, and fan friendly. 
How, you ask? The morons in the 
seats booed him endlessly while he 
courted their favor. By turning 
bad, he gave them what they want- 
ed. As far as political aspirations, 
let’s all reflect on the last time a 
wrestler longed to be Prez. He’s 
now in a rubber room, screaming 
multisyllabic words while throwing 
towels. CJ 





lf “The Rock” had any aspirations of 
running for public office, he certainly 
didn't help his cause with the insensi- 
tive remarks he made about the home- 
less at WrestleMania XIV. But the guy is 
entertaining. 
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WRESTLING GAME 


Champions of the Galaxy is wrestling’s classic game 
of the future! It’s a realistic, all-action game that gives 
you a chance to run your own wrestling federation! 
Each match takes place in real time and you can sched- 
ule all kinds of intense feuds, pay-per-view events, 
and killer special matches! 

Do you think the WCW vs, NWO war is interest- 
ing? Then you'll love the GWF vs. CPC war that came 
first in Champions of the Galaxy Wrestling Game! 

Do you think the WWF has some outrageous 
| : stars? Then wait till you meet GENERA- 

HERE’S WHAT YOU GET WHEN YOU ORDER! TION X featuring METALHEAD and 
GRUNGE! 

Do you think that ECW has wild, 
ultraviolent matches? Then you haven't 
played a FOUR WEAPONS OF DE- 
STRUCTION MATCH or a COSMIC 
CAGE MATCH! 

COTG is wrestling’s classic card game. 
Don’t delay. Order today and experience 
the excitement! 





YOU WANT BAD ATTITUDES? 
YOU WANT HOSTILE TAKEOVERS? 
THEN YOU WANT CHAMPIONS OF THE GALAXY! 





CHET | 


WHESTUNG CAM, 


GAME IS TRU THONS 
oe Fag a 
INTRODUCTORY 
GAME EDITION 


Game 
Books 


Wrestler 
Playing Cards 


Instruction 
Book 


Charts 





| Please mark the box for the order you wish to receive. , Please send the game editions I've marked to: i 
I [| CHAMPIONS OF THE GALAXY — FIRST EDITION A 
Features Star Warrior and Thantos. Includes ev ery thing you'll need to Name Se | 
i play the game, such as dice, action charts, instruction booklet, and 24 Address i 
stler playing cards. $15 
i WTESTICE | ee ee Rs nan gan dents Make bars Gded nant City/State/Zip es = j 
} x FIVE GAME EDITIONS — First edition plus the next four editions! j 
k Over 60 wrestler playing cards plus five game books! Mail this coupon with a Allow 2-4 weeks j 
Includes Bishop Hell! oo... _,.. special Price — $45 ERS Meney etcet ss Beceltiae (ene i 
i | ALL TWENTY GAME EDITIONS — Over 200 wrestler playing Filsinger Games order and we'll mail j 
lus twe: ame books! Includes Paravon ;z “ains i P.O. Box 3493 your game(s) 
\ Samy, a ay BAS Spee soa eee and Brainstorm Jamestown, NY 14702-3493 _ right away! , 
ae Pe SD le ates DIR j Lape ‘ TrTTit tf 
i [S.wild tmatehws! co.cc. . Special Price — $129 ORDERS FROM OUTSIDE THE U.S. ARE WELCOME! f 
'E All foreign orders must be paid for in U.S. currency. Overseas orders, add an 
i SAVE OVER $100 additional 15% for postage and handling, New York onders add 7% sales tax 
Gs ee es ee ee es ee es es ee ee ee ees ee es ees ss ees ees es ee es ees es ess ese ee es ees ee es ee ee ee es es es 


One’s a loudmouthed champion, the other’s a 


| a=@ 
wrestler masquerading as a clown. Don’t see a BOOKER T: 
lot in common between the two? Booker T does 66 
ax» and he’s not alone CHRIS 
4 MAKEUP!” 
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By Dan Murphy 


.INCE THE MOMENT he 
won the WCW cruiserweight 
title from Rey Misterio Jr., 

Chris Jericho has been confident 
that he is destined to win every 
title in WCW. He has gone so far 
as to petition the WCW Executive 
Committee to rename Monday 
Nitro ... that’s right, Monday Night 
Jericho. He even claims to know 
the counters to each of the 1,000 
holds Dean Malenko purports to 
Know. 

Still, there aren’t too many 
WCW wrestlers who are taking 
any of Jericho’s boasts seriously. 

“Let's put it this way,” Booker T 
stated after a recent victory over 
“Lion Heart,” mustering up about 
Booker T delivers a high kick to Chris Jericho, Une biggest insult imaginable: 
but this maneuver didn’t hurt “Lion Heart” as Chris Jericho is Doink without the 
much as Booker’s comments after the match did. © makeup!” 


I, 


thing. He’s wrapping himself up in 
this whole crybaby personality and 
using it to get under other people’s 
skin.” 
Booker is disgusted by Jericho has also turned his 
Jericho's attitude, and attention toward the fans. Rather 







enya tet nes nouung than concentrate on his opponent, 
but a clown ... not unlike | sant an Wak é 
the embarrassment on any given night Jericho seems 


once known as Doink. just as concerned with courting the 

i fans’ respect as he is with winning 

| 4 his match. That’s something that 
rubs the workmanlike Booker T the 
wrong way. 

“Hey, | love hearing the fans 
cheer for me as much as the next 
guy, because they’ve been great to 
me. But at some point you gotta 
tune that out to just wrestle,” 
Booker T said. “You gotta draw a 


There are very few similarities 
between Booker T and Jericho, 
either personally or professionally. 
Booker T gained respect by taking 
titles and hurting people; Jericho 
got where he is on his good looks, 
his tremendous wrestling skills, 
and a /ot of trash-talking. In other 
words, don’t expect to see the two 
of them going club-hopping togeth- 
er anytime soon. It’s to be expect- 
ed that the two wouldn’t exactly 
see eye-to-eye. 

But how does Doink fit in? 

“Let me explain myself,” Booker 
continued. “Doink was a skilled 
wrestler who relied on turning him- 
self into a clown to get attention, 
and it worked—for what it’s worth. 
Jericho worked hard, but he could 
never really get that break he was 
after, so now he’s doing the same 
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line somewhere, and | don’t think 
Jericho knows how to do that.” 

Jericho’s misguided focus and 
absurd bragging have already 
begun to hinder his career. After 
disposing of Misterio at Souled 
Out, Jericho informed everyone in 
the locker room that it would be 
only a matter of time before he 
won the TV, U.S., and World titles. 
Due to the efforts of wrestlers like 
Booker T, he’s been lucky to just 
hold on to his own belt. 

Many feel that Jericho /s talent- 
ed enough to win several heavy- 
weight titles, and per- 
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Jericho has all the moves, but if he’s 
going to pass up opportunities to 
follow up on those moves, he’s ulti- 


mately going to pay a hefty price. 


ae 


haps to even win a world title 
somewhere down the line. But in 
order to do so, he needs to con- 
centrate more on winning on less 
on playing the clown. 

Predictably, Jericho has other 
opinions. 

“Doink?!” Jericho spat upon 
hearing Booker T’s remarks. “lf 
memory serves, Doink was a fat 
guy with bad hair, so | suppose it 
makes sense that Booker T was a 
big fan of his. | don’t remember 
Doink winning a major title in the 
big leagues, either. You know, | 
must have dropped that Harlem 
Heat has-been on his head once 
too often during our match tonight. 
Maybe next time I'll go a little easi- 
er on him, just to make sure he 
doesn't start confusing Scott Hall 
(Continued on page 56) 
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A lot of people think Al Snow’s relationship with The Head is a little goofy, but there’s nothing goofy 
about the success he’s enjoyed since he began drawing inspiration from the decapitated mannequin. 





OR 15 YEARS, Al Snow knew he was good enough to compete against the top 
wrestlers in the world. The problem was, no one else believed him. 
Enter The Head. 

Snow’s rise to the top of ECW was one of the most unpredictable stories of 1998. His 
choice in “managers,” though, was an even bigger story. 

For those unfamiliar with Snow, he trained under the legendary Ole and Gene 
Anderson. After absorbing a devastating beating at the hands of Gene Anderson, he was 
dismissed trom their tutelage. Yet Snow was not deterred, and he quickly came to the 
attention of Jim Lancaster, who took the youngster under his wing. 

Snow found regional success in the squared circle and began to cultivate a reputation 
as “wrestling’s best unknown wrestler.” In 1995, Snow received a call from Vince 
McMahon and signed with the WWF as half of The New Rockers with Marty Jannetty. 
Snow, then known as Leif Cassidy, was uncomfortable with his image and fell into a rut 
after his team with Jannetty failed to capture the WWF World tag team title. 

Snow fled the WWF and signed with ECW, only to lose matches against stars such as 
Shane Douglas and The Great Sasuke. That’s when the years of frustration caught up to 
him. 

Snow began carrying a mannequin head to the ring and claimed to receive instruction 
from what he called “The Head.” Suddenly, Snow was wrestling with renewed vigor, 
and tound himself in line for an ECW title shot against Shane Douglas. The Head had 
taken Snow to the top. 

PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED sent Contributing Writers Matt Brock, Dan Murphy, and 
Liz Hunter to meet with Snow and to learn his thoughts on the verge of the biggest 
match of his career. 
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AL SNOW: Before we begin, | 
want to make sure it’s all right if | 
have The Head sit in on the inter- 
view. | don’t answer any questions 
without The Head. 

DAN MURPHY: Uhmm, sure Al, 
we have no problem with The 
Head. In fact, The Head might be 
able to give us some insightful 
answers. 

MATT BROCK: (mumbles) This is 
not a good way to start an inter- 
view, that’s for sure. 

SNOW: What did you say? 


@@ ! have thousands 
of allies. Just look 
at the arenas, 
look at all the fans 
waving heads. 

I finally have 
support, people who 
believe in me, 


and it’s all because 
of The Head. 99 


BROCK: | said let’s get on with 
the interview. Al, you’ve wrestled 
all over the world and now you 
you're in line for a shot at Shane 
Douglas’ ECW title. Do you feel 
prepared to take on one of the best 
technical wrestlers in the sport 
today? 

SNOW: Head? (Snow holds The 
Head to his ear, nodding rapidly. 
After a few moments, he sets The 
Head aside.) \'d have to agree, 
there. | mean, | am in the best 
shape of my life and | am wrestling 
better than ever. The Head is right, 
| am ready. 

BROCK: Great. Well, | guess that 
answers my question. Someone else 
talk to this fruitcake. 

SNOW: What? 

LIZ HUNTER: | apologize about 
our associate Mr. Brock. He still has 
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to come to terms with the fact that 
wrestling has changed since the 
days of Verne Gagne and Lou 
Thesz. 

BROCK: Darn shame. I’m sure 
you've never heard of those men 
before, have you, Snow? 

SNOW: Are you kidding me, old 
man? | remember Thesz, | remem- 
ber Gagne. My earliest memory is 
watching The Sheik wrestle Bobo 
Brazil. | remember them all. | stud- 
ied wrestling by watching men like 
them and adapting their moves to t 
my own strengths. They’re the rea- 
son | am what I am today, and 
they’re the reason I’m going to beat 
Shane Douglas to win the ECW 
title. 

MURPHY: That’s really why 
we're here, Al. Shane Douglas has 
shown some real signs of panic 
heading into your match against 
him. Do you think The Head gives 
you an advantage heading into this 
title match, and do you feel you are 
ready to wrestle for the ECW title? 

BROCK: Did he really say “an 
advantage”? 

SNOW: Shane fears The Head. 
The Head has crawled up inside his 
head and has told me all the 
secrets that Shane stows 
away in the deep recess- 
es of his mind. The Head 
knows Shane Douglas 
better than Shane 
knows Shane Douglas, 
and The Head _ has 
passed that knowledge 
on to me. 

HUNTER: Al, since 
hooking up with your, 
umm, manager, you've 
finally begun to gain 
some of the success that 
many people had you 
pegged for much earlier 
in your career. How did 
you meet The Head, and 
how has it... 

SNOW: She. 

HUNTER: She? 

SNOW: She. 

HUNTER: Fine, umm 
.. how has she helped 

(Continued on page 58) 
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Steve Austin’s reign of 
terror has gone on 
long enough, at 

least in the eyes of 
DeGeneration X. 

But who will stop him? 
His most worthy 
opponent may be his 


most silent detractor 


By Bryan Ethier 


C6 OU GOT SOME sort of 
stupid brain in your 


head, son,” cracked 
“Stone-Cold” Steve Austin, as he 
climbed out of his black Bronco. “I 
Swear to the cows you reporters 
drink too much of that cactus juice 
you drag around in your briefcas- 
es. | ain’t never gonna get in the 
ring against any broad, | don't 
care if she does look like Arnold 
schwarzenegger.” 
A pool of fuzzy-eyed, wrinkle- 
shirted, scuff-shoed members of 


- piete Austin’se 
Cold” skills o 
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the press corps glared back at 
Austin. Then they gazed quizzical- 
ly at each other. “Steve, what’s so 
unreasonable about you wrestling 
Chyna? She has experience in 
the ring, as you Know, and she...” 

Austin, who appreciates having 
his Word questioned as much as he 
respects the fairer sex, blanched a 
whiter shade of pale and shot the 
reporter a glare that shut him down 
in mid-sentence. His ears grew as 
crimson as a University of Alabama 
football jersey. 

“Listen, you moe-ron,” Austin 
responded, “you should know by 


now that she can't stand up to me. — 
I've proven it what, 16 or 17 times ~~ 


before. I'll stun her like you ain't 
never seen. Now get outta my 
way, before ‘Stone Cold’ decides 
to boot your filthy butts back to 
Arkansas.” 


With this audience of reporters | 


shivering in their unmatched 
socks, Austin pushed forward 
toward the press entrance of the 
wrestling arena. So much for an 
impromptu press conference. 

Two hours later, Chyna, clad in 
black and leather, stood in the 


squared circle, her ever-present | 
snarl surveying the scene. Amid & 
the discord rendered by her 


DeGeneration X mates X-Pac, 


Hunter Hearst Helmsley, and The | 


New Age Outlaws, the behemoth 
bodyguard was as dwarfed as a 
five-foot pre-pubescent obscured 
in a class picture behind a wall of 
six-foot classmates. 

This Chyna, this silent sentinel 
further reduced in her role in DX 
thanks to the addition of America’s 
Most Wanted, was going to be the 
juggernaut to bring down Steve 
Austin’? 

Is this possible? Should this 
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% the women? Well, who knows 


I Chyna-Austin match would be 
"am something to see!” 


™ years in the sport, but even he 
| has never witnessed a legitimate Consider that Chyna is a trained 
| female wrestler taking on a bona. wrestler; she toiled under Killer women’s inde- 
| fide WWF champ. Kowalski, where she earned the pendent wrestling circuit, proudly 








even be thinkable? 

“It's not unheard of,” claimed 
Jerry “The King” Lawler. “In my 25 
years in wrestling, I’ve seen 
women wrestlers beat men. Of 
course, the guys were wimps and 


what they were. But! think a 


Lawler has seen plenty in his 
But is it’? 


“Chyna against Austin? A joke,” reputation of a woman to be “very — bearing an unofficial championship 


ee I said Owen Hart, who is no fan of highly respected.” For close to two _ belt. Legend has it that she actual- 
Bey Austin’s. years, Chyna dominated the ly pinned five competitors one 
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preoccupied as 
Helmsley. Could 
g of a possible 
nger to his title? 






night, 
stacking them on top 
of each other like a jumbo club 
» sandwich. 
/., The fact that the competition in 
» the women’s circuit was inferior 
"should not hamper Chyna from 
garnering a legitimate match 
against Austin, however. How will 
anyone know what she can do 
until she’s afforded the opportuni- 
ty to do it? In fact, Chyna may be 
the only wrestler out there—male 
or female—able to stand up to 
“The Texas Rattlesnake.” Vader 
and Undertaker lack the speed, 
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Kane lacks the 
experience, Rocky Maivia lacks 
focus. Chyna has had ample moti- 
vation to twist her nemesis into 
dust; on numerous occasions, 
Austin has surprised her with 
“stunners.” Also, Austin was the 
man responsible for knocking her 
cohort, Michaels, out of action 
with a back injury. 

lf any one grappler wants—and 
deserves—a shot at redemption, it 
is Chyna. 
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“When you think about it, 
Austin is the only man out 
there to embarrass 
Chyna,” said Jim 
Ross. “But Steve 
has made every- 
body look bad. | say 
give the match a © 
chance. l|’d love to §& 
see how it would go.” * 
Ross is not the only | 
wrestling personality 
piqued by the prospect =, 
of such a contest. In a 
recent poll, 83 percent 
of PRO WRESTLING ILLUS- 
TRATED readers surveyed 
said they were in favor of 
an Austin/Chyna ren- | 


dezvous. as 

Notwithstanding the . ws 

sexual overtones attendant | 

to an intergender match, | 
Austin and Chyna could | 
very well set the ring afire. 
Both are highly intense, com- 
bustible types who defy the 
status quo and bend the rules 
of etiquette and propriety 
whenever possible. 

Clearly, Chyna would go all 
out to win. But would Austin? 6 
“| see this as a lose-lose sce- —= 
nario,” said one well-placed Ps 
WWE insider. “This is the Billie | 
Jean King/Bobby Riggs matchup 
of the 90s. If Austin wins, every- 
one will say he should have, 
because he is a man. If he loses, ~ 

no one will ever again take him = 
seriously. | don’t care how accom- [a ss 
plished Chyna may be as a (ae 
wrestler. My suggestion is that he 
refuse any offer to meet her in the 
squared circle.” 

In fact, Austin may already be 
in that lose-lose situation. To 
refuse would suggest an air of 
cowardice on his part. To accept 
would only result in a career dis- 
aster, both short- and long-term. 

“Can you imagine Austin losing § : 
a sanctioned match to Chyna?” | ™ 
pondered Ken Shamrock. ~ 

Don't think Steve Austin hasn’t | 


pondered such a possibility, too. [| 
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More and more, NWO 
battle lines are being 
drawn. Factions are 
forming. Subgroups are 
developing. And Hogan 
is fast becoming an 
organization of one. 


Here’s why 


















By Steve Anderson 


INCE BECOMING wres- 
tling’s most recognized su- 
perstar, Hollywood Hogan 
has not exactly been adept at mak- 
ing and keeping friends. As a fan 
favorite in the WWF and WCW, 
Hogan fended off challenges from 
both hated rivals and disgruntled 
allies who had turned against him. 
He may have been adored by mil- 
lions of “Hulkamaniacs,” but he 
was a hero with few close friends 
in the sport. 
Many say that when Hogan 
finally turned bad in July 1996, he 


a“ 


all 


was merely expressing deeply held 
feelings. Perhaps the true Hogan 
had emerged, an angry and bitter 
man hell-bent on stirring up chaos. 
But what had remained the same 
was Hogan’s uncanny ability to 
alienate friends just as easily as he 
makes enemies. 

If it's not Kevin Nash attacking 
Hogan, it’s Randy Savage. If it's 
not Savage attacking Hogan, it’s 
the wrestler formerly known as 
Syxx—all the way from Stamford, 
Connecticut. Hogan is witnessing 
dissension in his own ranks with 
men openly and not-so-openly 
questioning his leadership. 

All that, coupled with the many 
WCW loyalists who would love to 
see Hogan out of wrestling for 
good, is making the man who 
spends so much time in Hollywood 
nervous. 

A variety of factions are forming 
to go into battle against Hogan, 
and he must feel as if the walls are 
closing in fast. The NWO’s dirty 
laundry that had been reserved for 
backstage gossip is now displayed 
in all its grimy glory. It is as if 
Hollywood himself is asking the 
question, “What does everyone 
have against me’?” 


= 
= 
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We have the answers ... but 
Hogan won't like them. 

Because this truth may hurt 
more than any physical punish- 
ment inflicted by a WCW wrestler 


... of an NWO counterpart. 


Hogan does not exactly spread 
the wealth when it comes to the 
NWO spotlight. With or without the 
WCW World title, he demands rec- 
ognition as “leader for life.” He 
feels that he is the one and only 
central hub around which the entire 
group spins. He insists on getting 
time to speak his mind almost 
every week on Nitro and /hunder. 
His battles are the NWO’s battles. 
Any one of his enemies are targets 
for group attacks orchestrated by 
Hogan, only Hogan himself is often 
not involved in those attacks, as ne 
prefers to “direct traffic” from the 
sidelines. 


Hogan has a busy schedule out- 
side of professional wrestling. 
When he is otherwise occupied in 
Tinseltown making his latest 
movie, he virtually ignores the 
affairs of his organization. During 
his reign as World champ, he was 
often jet-setting from coast to 
coast—a constant source of an- 
noyance to his fellow NWO mem- 
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bers. His leadership was needed 
along with his presence as their 
World champion. 


The Disciple (a.k.a. Brutus 
Beefcake, The Butcher, Zodiac, The 
Booty Man) was the first NWO 
reject, in August 1996. Why allow 
him to join now? That was the ques- 
tion most on the minds of Hogan's 


team members. The 
Disciple obviously called in 
a few favors to earn his 
spot in the NWO. And 
Hollywood was the man 
he called. However, he 
has not had to prove his 
merit to Hogan, which has 
caused rancor in the NWO 
ranks ... as if the group 
needs more of that. 


Hogan's philosophy of leader- 
ship is anything but democratic. 
Hollywood believes that everyone 
has a place in the NWO—and they 
should damn well stick to it. He has 
instituted his own pecking order 
where he is in front and everyone 
else is behind him, watching his 
back and stroking his ego at the 
same time. Any member's place in 


that order is not determined by 
experience, but more by the ability 
to kiss up to the leader. Hogan bet- 
ter start watching his back wherev- 
er he goes. 























To Hogan’s credit, when Hall 
and Nash convinced him to join 
their side, Hollywood not only 
coined the term “New World 
Order,” but also gave the group 
immediate credibility and strength. 
However, he refuses to acknowl- 
edge that The Outsiders founded 
the group. Tension behind the 
scenes is starting to play out in 
public as Nash publicly criticizes 
his leader, while Hall is missing in 
action. The removal of Syxx from 
the group by Eric Bischoff did little 
to smooth over internal relations. 
The Wolf Pac, more than any other 
NWO faction, represent a deep 
insurgence. 


There seems to be an unwritten 
rule that whoever holds the WCW 
World title is the de facto leader of 
the NWO. Hogan went 

through a four- 

month stretch 

in which he 

was not in pos- 

session of that 
coveted belt, so his lead- 
ership during that period 
was by default and past 
precedent. And _ he 
angered a lot of NWO 
members by constantly 
referring to the World title 
as his title and not even 
acknowledging that others 
in the group were more 
worthy of title shots than 
he was. 


Pee 
o ia ioe bs 


ahs. ide hing 
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When Hall was awarded his title 
shot at Uncensored, Hogan said 
Hall would win the title for him. 
When Nash got a title shot a few 
weeks later, Hogan said the same. 
And while other members of the 
NWO celebrated Randy Savage’s 
win over Sting at Spring Stampede, 
Hogan screamed, “That's my belt!” 
He won it the next night, but there 
wasn't much celebrating going in 
the NWO locker room that night. 

What Is going on in the NWO 
are feelings and attitudes that often 
lead to revolution. There is envy, 
resentment, jealousy, and rebel- 
lion. Factions are forming, battle 
lines are being drawn, and Hogan 
is becoming a loner. Soon, the 
NWO may just be a tag team of 
Hollywood and the one man who 
would never turn against him ... 

... or would he? 





“a 


A SEPTEMBER/1998 a 31 












The Undertaker-Kane feud has taken up far 
too much of their time—and ours. Meanwhile, 
WWE World champion Steve Austin is waiting 
for a challenge. Undertaker shouldn’t keep him 
waiting any longer 


Undertaker finishes off Kama Mustafa in 
a match that barely challenged his skills 
and didn’t bring him even a half-step 
closer to the WWF World title. Why? 
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LIGHTING A FIRE 


ith Matches 
That Don’t Matter! 


By Dave Rosenbaum 















URPRISINGLY, IT WAS ONE of the best matches at a very good WrestleMania XIV. The 
Undertaker Is a fine wrestler, but his style isn't very exciting—plodding, methodical, patient. The 
same goes for Kane. 
- So nobody expected a Match of the Year from The Undertaker vs. Kane at WrestleMania. After all, 
The Undertaker didn’t really want to be there. For months he had vowed never to wrestle Kane. And Kane, 
with manager Paul Bearer at his side, had placed a little too much importance in this match, as if the future of 
wrestling in North America depended upon the result of this match. _ 

Fortunately, it didn’t -.. but don’t tell that to The Undertaker. Since his spectacular victory over Kane, which 
included three straight “tombstone” piledrivers (and a side order of flying clothesline), Undertaker has done little 
besides wrestle his alleged brother over and over again. Sure, Undertaker had reason to be upset when | 
Kane “tombstoned” him onto a steel chair after the match. But doesn’t he have anything better to 

do? Shouldn't any two-time former WWF World champion have something better to do? ; 
Mh) <= We [oM-Vicslan i" (o)s le Meiat-lanle)(e)aiec)(2\i-W-\0 i aren @) mr lal ='-l)al lal icerelnitial-\aicl me gt-lis eM a rele ay 

Maivia? 

_ Unfortunately, that doesn’t seem likely. The Undertaker, once so reluctant to fight 
- Kane, now does little else but fight Kane. All over the United States. Twice in Germany. 
“This intense feud could easily continue throughout the summer,” 
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F2> Instead of battling 
| S 9 Steve 
_ AustineUndertaker is 
battling Kane again wh 
and again ... and again 










and... 






remain 
least th 


wrote Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
Weekly. Pardon our cynicism, but 
Kane vs. Undertaker at Sum- 
merSlam would be a total waste of 
time. 

“He's obsessed with Kane,” said 
WWF broadcaster Jim Ross. “He 
eats, drinks, and sleeps Kane. It's 
the only thing he thinks about. 
Certainly we have on our hands 
one of the best feuds of the year, 
possibly the Feud of the Year, 
which is great. | think the fans are 
enjoying it. But Undertaker has to 
Start thinking about himself at some 
point, because right now he’s 
spending way too much time think- 
ing about Kane, and that’s not get- 
ting him anywhere.” 

The Undertaker seems content 

(Continued on page 57) 


34 « PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED & 





close-up: 





Rae eeReReR RRR RR RRR RR RRR RRRR RRR RRR RRR REE EE 





ea 


ILL GOLDBERG IS one of the fastest rising stars in wrestling, having compiled a 
Peseta record during his first year as a pro, and already among the most 
popular men in WCW ... Born December 27, 1966, in Tulsa, Oklahoma ... Loved 
watching World Class and the UWF while growing up, but football was his true love ... 
Admired Bruiser Brody, Mil Mascaras, Jimmy Snuka, and other large, agile wrestlers ... 
Attended Thomas Edison High School in Tulsa, where he was first team all-city and all- 
state in football ... The 6’3”, 270-pounder played nose guard for the University of 
Georgia ... Was selected to the all-Southeast Conference team three years in a row 
(1987-89) and was named to Georgia's all-decade team for the 1980s ... Received a 
degree in psychology ... Was named one of the 52 best college players in the nation 
for the 1988 season and figured to be among the top selections in the 1989 NFL Draft 
... But Goldberg contracted mononucleosis, lost 25 pounds, and wasn’t invited to the 
NFL Combine, where teams test prospects physically and intellectually ... Watched as 
one inferior player after another was drafted ahead of him. 
Finally got picked in the 10th round by the 
Los Angeles Rams ... Went to training 
camp (where he roomed with Kevin Greene) 
and was faring well until he tore a hamstring 
muscle in the final preseason game. Goldberg 
was cut from the team ... The following spring 
(1990), Goldberg signed with the Sacramento 
Surge of the World Football League. It was a siz- 
able step backward for a man with NFL aspira- 
tions ... The Surge won the league championship 
and Goldberg was invited to the Atlanta Falcons’ 
training camp the following summer ... He made 
the team and played three seasons in Atlanta ... 
“The thing about me is that | would play with any ail- 
ment,” Goldberg said ... And there were plenty of 
ailments ... For instance, in 1994, Goldberg tore a 
muscle in his abdomen ... The injury would have side- 
lined just about anybody, but Goldberg wrapped up his 
abdomen and played on ... The Falcons, aware of his 
injury, chose not to protect him in the 1995 Expansion 
Draft ... Was selected by the expansion Carolina Panthers ... Couldn't successfully 
recover from the injury and decided to retire from football before ever playing a game 
for Carolina ... So Goldberg, at age 28, seemingly had few prospects for the future ... 
Says he spent the next few months feeling sorry for himself. “| did a lot of soul-search- 
ing,” Goldberg said. These months in “a hole,” as Goldberg called it, gave his injury 
lime to heal, but damaged his mental outlook on life ... Finally realized he had the 
opportunity to use his athletic ability and powerful body to “kill people, and make some 
money doing it” ... The opportunity, of course, was in professional wrestling ... Years 
earlier, he had visited his older brother Mike at the University of Minnesota. Mike's 
roommates at the time were Ken Patera and Ric Flair. Meeting with Patera and Flair 
planted the seeds for Goldberg's professional career ... Injuries slowed his entry into 
pro wrestling, but he made up for lost time by examining hundreds of videotapes of 
wrestling, sambo, and ju-jitsu. Goldberg's plan was to assimilate all of those styles to 
create a wrestling style of his own ... Trained at the WCW Power Plant for four months 
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prior to his debut ... Studied the ring style of Arn Anderson ... Made his first appear- 
ance on Nitro on September 22, 1997, in Salt Lake City, Utah, and defeated Hugh 
Morris ... Immediately, fans noticed the resemblance—physically and, to an extent, 
in wrestling style—between Goldberg and Steve Austin ... “We have the same hair- 
do, that’s all,” said Goldberg, who also shaves his head ... A week later, defeated The 
Barbarian on Nitro ... Interfered in Steve McMichael’s match against Alex Wright at 
Halloween Havoc on October 26, 1997, in Las Vegas ... Caused McMichael to lose, and 
thus McMichael’s estranged wife, Debra, gave him Steve's Super Bowl ring ... A rival- 
ry was born between two former football players: Goldberg, whose career had been cut 
short by injuries, and McMichael, a former Chicago Bears great ... McMichael’s pres- 
ence was a nagging reminder to Goldberg of his unachieved dream of making it as a 
big-time NFL star ... Was scheduled to wrestle McMichael at World War Ill, but 
“Mongo” attacked him with a lead pipe backstage ... Also 
had to deal with a nagging groin injury ... Pinned Mc- 
Michael at Storrcade '97 in Washington, 
D.C. ... Pinned him again a few weeks 
later in Daytona Beach, Florida ... Beat 
Bobby Eaton on January 3, 1998, in Co- 
lumbia, South Carolina ... Continued piling 
up victories and never lost, defeating the 
likes of Barry Horowitz, Jerry Flynn, Chavo 
Guerrero Jr., Stevie Ray, Kendall Windham, 
Mike Tolberg, Brad Armstrong, Meng, Mark 
Starr, Jim Powers, and Disco Inferno ... 
Broke into the WCW ratings and was rated 
eighth in late-January 1998 ... Defeated 
Steven Regal at the February 9, 1998, Nitro 
... Beat McMichael twice in two nights ... 
Crushed Brad Armstrong in only 2:24 at 
SuperBrawl ‘98 in Son Francisco ... Moved up to 
seventh in the WCW ratings ... Put together an 
impressive string of victories in early-March, win- 
ning five matches, including three against Yuji 
Nagata. Suddenly, there was talk about Goldberg 
receiving title shots ... Soon, WCW broadcasters began keeping track of his long win- 
ning streak ... Declared war on the NWO at the March 19 Thunder, when he cleared 
the ring of several NWO members who had ganged up on Rick Steiner ... Extended his 
unbeaten streak with victories over Ray Traylor, Jerry Flynn, Rick Fuller, Sick Boy, 
Vincent, Barry Darsow, Lodi, and Wayne Bloom. Most of the matches lasted less than 
two minutes, as Goldberg established his dominance over mid-level WCW competition 
and finished off every foe with his “jackhammer” ... In mid-April, rumors circulated 
that Arn Anderson was considering reforming The Four Horsemen with Goldberg as a 
possible member ... Scored numerous victories over every low-level member of 
Raven's Flock ... Had several confrontations with Perry Saturn outside the ring ... 
Battled Saturn at Spring Stampede on April 19, 1998, and scored an impressive pinfall 
victory after escaping the “Rings Of Saturn” ... Defeated Raven for the U.S. belt the 
next night on Nitro despite extensive interference from The Flock ... Can anyone in 
WCW stop Goldberg? OC 


_— 
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GREATEST MATCH 
vs. Raven, April 20, 1998, To those who said too much was being 
made of his long winning streak because he had beaten mostly lower- 


level opponents, Goldberg simply said, “Give me a chance.” He knew 


he was capable of winning a title. All he needed was a title shof, and 
he finally got one. Raven was no match for him. Neither were the 
members of his Flock who interfered. In less than five minutes, 
Goldberg obliterated Raven and became WCW U.S. champ. 


Vv 





MOST HATED OPPONENT 

Steve McMichael. There has been bad blood between these two 
former gridiron warriors ever since McMichael’s estranged wife, 
Debra, convinced Goldberg to beat him up. To make things worse, 


TOUGHEST OPPONENT 

Steve McMichael. No wrestler—including McMichael— 
has come close to getting the best of Goldberg in the ring, And 
even though he needed to attack Goldberg from behind with 
a lead pipe, “Mongo” is the only competitor who has ever 
made Goldberg look truly vulnerable. Given McMichael’s phys- 
ical tools and athletic background, it’s not saying very much. 
But considering how quickly Goldberg mows through his oppo- 
nents, it was quite an accomplishment. 





she rewarded Goldberg with the Super Bow! ring Steve won with the FAVORITE MANEUVER 

Chicago Bears in 1985. McMichael goi even with Goldberg by laying The “Jockhammer,” No one con kick out. No one con 
him out with a lead pipe before their scheduled match at World War escape. And so far no one has gotfen up after getting hit with 
Ill, but Goldberg returned the favor the next night on Nitro. Goldberg's “Jackhammer.” It is a two-fold move that is usu- 
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ally set up by his “Spear.” Goldberg likes to stupefy his 
opponent by holding him in a suplex position for an extend- 
ed period before inverting his body into a powerslam. 
Goldberg picks up extra momentum by leaving his feet on 
the way down. Absolutely devastating. 





_ this month | In... 


STEVE AUSTIN, THE UNDERTAKER, 
SABLE—they all won at WrestleMania XIV, 
but we'll tell you who the rea/ winners and 
losers of each match were! ... RICK 
STEINER knows he’s going to have to 
wrestle his brother soon, and he’s anxious to 
teach SCOTT a lesson, but the last few 
months have been the most difficult months 
of his life. He explains what it’s been like in 
“Hotseat’ ... So what was the real story 
behind the reunion of THE ROAD 
WARRIORS? Obviously, SUNNY had a lot to 
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SAVAGE WORLD (DIS)ORDER!. 
Is Anynit mare tba B Stew The Mates? 4 sr 7 
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IT'S TE TORE ASTI 





Can RANDY SAVAGE really take over 
control of the NWO from HOLLYWOOD 


- HOGAN? Is anyone “macho” enough to stop 
~him? What would a Savage-led NWO be like? 


We should find out the answers to these 
questions soon ... We don't like saying this, 
but it something that just has to be done. Go 

ahead, VINCE McMAHON: Fire STEVE 

AUSTIN! ... What did DEAN MALENKO 
mean when he said he was going home after 

suffering another frustrating loss at 

Uncensored? Did the pressure get to him? 


do with it, but we found out she bullied HAWK | We'll tell you what happened to him and what 


and ANIMAL into getting back together! 


All this—and much more— 
in the August 1998 issue of 
Inside Wrestling 





he’s doing to try to get back on the right track 


All this—and much more— 
in the August 1998 issue of © 
The Wrestler 





§ AYBE YOU'VE HEARD the 
\/Jiyce Digital Television 
(DTV) is coming. High 
Definition Television (HDTV) is 
coming. Television will never be 
the same again. This represents 
the most significant revolution 
since the Kinescope. At least that’s 
the hype. 

The question is, will 
DTV and HDTV live up 
to the hype? Ultimately, 
yes. But don’t spend 
$3,000 on a digital tele- 
vision just yet. The net- 
works, broadcast tele- | 
vision stations, and 
cable television sys- 
tems are still trying to | 
figure out how to imple- | 
ment DTV and HDTV. 
The dust has yet to set- 
tle on the issue, and to 
make matters worse, 
the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission is 
providing every little 
guidance. 

But you should care 
about the bigger issue. | 
First, Digital Tele- | — 
vision and High Defi- |} 
nition Television are 
not the same. Digital | 
Television is form of | 

television that uses a | ~ 
digital signal to transmit |7 
pictures and sound, | 
which is different from | 
our current analog tele- 
vision system. The 
Standard Digital Tele- 
vision picture is better 
than the current analog 
system, but Standard 
Digital Television is not 
High Definition Tele- 


—E 
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vision. SDTV will not The advent of HDTV will radically alter the way we view television. But it won’t be practical until it is 
change television as affordable. And that's several years away, at least. 


we know it. 

HDTV, however, will. 

HDTV is a more sophisticated 
form of Digital Television. Where 
Standard Digital Television repre- 
sents an improvement over the 
current analog television standard, 
HDTV blows it away. The picture 
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quality is close to that of 35 mil- 
limeter film. The audio? Five-chan- 
nel CD quality digital sound. The 
images are breathtaking, the 
sound spectacular. 

Sound like industry hype? It’s 
not. 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
attended the Advanced Television 
systems Committee (ATSC) 
HDTV exhibit at the National 
Association of Broadcasters (NAB) 
annual convention in April. Always 
a highlight at the NAB Convention, 








this year's HDTV demonstration 


was even more impressive than. 


last year’s. Picture, if you can, ani- 
mals in the African desert that look 
so lifelike and three-dimensional 
that they appear to be right there 
in your living room. Imagine a 
Scope commercial with such 
amazing images, you feel com- 
pelled to watch it. Such is the thrill 
of HDTV. 

But the highlight of the exhibit 
were scenes from Jitanic. One of 
the most amazing technological 
achievements in movie history, 
Titanic was impressive in the the- 
aters. On HDTV, believe it or not, it 
was just as impressive. It was as If 
you were in the theater. What was 
lost? Nothing. In fact, that DiCaprio 
brat looks just as obnoxious on TV 
as he does on the giant screen. 
HDTV quality is that good. 

In fact, movies will lose little, if 
anything, when translated to 
HDTV. HDTV sets are more rec- 
tangular than current analog tele- 
vision sets, looking more like 
movie screens. While today’s ana- 
log sets use a ratio of 4:3, HDTV 





uses a more rectangular ratio of 
16:9. 

The HDTV ratio is better for two 
reasons. First, the practice of let- 
terboxing movies will look less 
annoying on HDTV. As a result, 
more movies will be letterboxed 
for television, so you'll see what 
the director intended instead of the 
pan-and-scan technique currently 
used when movies are formatted 
for television. Second, draw a box 
around your eyes. That box forms 
a rectangle, not a square. We see 
things in a rectangular frame, not 
a four-by-three-inch box. HDTV 
presents images the way we see 
them. Therefore viewing them will 
be more natural and rewarding. So 
when those ignorant punks throw 
bottles at Hollywood Hogan on 
Nitro, you'll feel like you have to 
duck. 

Sounds great, but when can 
you have your HDTV? Nobody 
knows for sure ... yet. 

The network affiliates in the top 
10 U.S. markets must broadcast 
digital signals by May 1, 1999. By 
November 1, 1999, the network 


THE MONDAY NIELSEN WAR 


: Date Rating 
| Raw 


| Nitro 


4/20 
4/20 


4.4 
5.1 


Raw 
Nitro 


Households 


3.21 mil. 
3.67 mil. 


Main Event 
Maivia-Hart 
Sting-Nash 


Helmsley/NAO-Hart/LOD 
Hogan-Savage 


Cumulative (From 9/4/95): Nitro—3.42; Raw—2.79 


*12:30 a.m. EDT starting time 





affiliates in markets 11 through 30 


must broadcast digital signals. 
That means by November 1, 1999, 
53 percent of American house- 
holds will have access to over-the- 
air digital television. The rest of 
the markets will phase in digital 
broadcasting by May 1, 2002. 
However, don’t toss out your 
analog television quite yet. Tele- 
vision stations will simultaneously 
broadcast digital and analog sig- 
nals until at least 2006, meaning 
your old television set will still be 
able to adequately receive TV sig- 
nals for some time. Twenty-four 
stations are expected to roll out 
digital signals by November, and 
digital television sets with HDTV 
capability are expected to be In 
stores in major markets by 
Christmas 1998. But—and this is a 
big but—the networks, television 
stations, and cable systems have 
not agreed on what HDTV system 
is best. For instance, NBC and 
CBS plan on broadcasting in the 
highest resolution HDTV available 
during prime time, but Fox has no 
formal plans to broadcast HDTV at 
all. Instead, we'll see King Of The 
Hill in SDTV. Then there’s cable. 
Presently, most cable systems 
can’t retransmit an HDTV signal. If 
your HDTV set is hooked up to 
one of these cable systems, you 
won't get the benefits of HDTV. 
Don't worry if you're getting 
confused. So is the television 
industry. There are several ques- 
tions that need to be answered 
before digital television will be a 
success. Which HDTV system is 
best? Why broadcast in SDTV if it 
has an inferior picture? Will digital 
television sets ever cost less than 
$3,000? Will my VCR be able to 
record HDTV? Will cable networks 
go HDTV? Will | be able to use my 
computer with a digital television? 
Will my old television be obsolete? 
How will all this impact me as a 
wrestling fan? These questions 
and more will be answered in our 
next “Media Daze” column. Don't 
buy your next television before 
you readit. — Oo 
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A NEW GOLDEN RULE. This 
one applies only to wrestling: Some 
people will just never go away. Didn’t 
Arn Anderson retire? Wasn't he gone 
from the wrestling scene? Well, the 
Same was supposedly true of Dusty 
Rhodes, but he keeps coming back in 
different incarnations—first as a really 
bad TV commentator, now as a really 
obnoxious member of the NWO. 

Not that I have anything against 
Arn Anderson, but if he wanted to step 
out of the spotlight, why didn’t he stay 
out of the spotlight? The recent news 
that Anderson was considering re- 
forming The Four Horsemen was 
about as welcome as the news that my 
cable company actually wanted me to 
pay for receiving ECW’s Living Dan- 
gerously pay-per-view. 

According to Anderson, the NWO 
has run roughshod over WCW, 
Raven’s Flock is sticking its nose into 
other people’s business too much, and 
WCW is getting overrun by cliques. 
So what WCW needs is a new clique 
to control the other cliques. This clique 
would actually be one of the oldest 
cliques of all: The Four Horsemen, of 
which Arn was a member for about 
200 years. 

Better ideas: Reform The Freebirds. 
Bring back The Fabulous Kangaroos. 
Reincarnate the Von Erichs. 

My goodness, the last thing WCW 
needs is The Four Horsemen. 

Fact: A lot of WCW fans stopped 
caring about the Horsemen a long time 
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ago, years before the group broke up 
for the (seemingly) last time. 

Fact: Anderson's top candidates for 
Horsemanship seem to form an awful- 
ly volatile bunch. There's Ric Flair, of 


ae 






What's that Arn Anderson is telling Gene Okerlund? That he wants to bring back The 


course, who always has to be a Horse- 
men. Then there’s former Horseman 
Lex Luger, followed by Dean Malenko 
and Bill Goldberg. 

Luger first. He was a Horseman 
back in 1987, but he got tired of play- 
ing second fiddle to Flair and dumped 
then-manager J.J. Dillon. Since we 
know that Luger’s attention span lasts 
about 30 seconds, how can we expect 
him to be a dedicated member of the 
new Horsemen? Answer: We can’t. 

Dean Malenko. Nothing against 
Dean Malenko, but I don’t care about 
him. 

Bill Goldberg. Explosive personali- 
ty. Explosive wrestler. Completely 
haywire. Doesn't belong in any group 
whose sole purpose isn’t the advance- 
ment of Bill Goldberg’s career. 

Arn would be the manager. 

Arn’s comment about Goldberg: “He 
can learn a lot just being around people 
like me and Ric Flair every day.” 





sic ME 


Four Horsemen? Please ... no! That’s what Dave Rosenbaum is saying in response. 


Bill Goldberg has 
done just fine on 
his own so far, 
thank you. Does 
he need to be 
part of a group? 
ie ae: Pe 
way, he might 
soon become a 
Horseman. 


I’m sure Goldberg really enjoyed 
hearing about how much he can learn 
from Flair and Arn. The way I see it, 
Goldberg doesn’t think he can learn 
anything from anyone, because he 
already knows it all. 

Fact about The Four Horsemen: 
Originally, they were rulebreakers. 
They thrived as rulebreakers. They 
didn’t thrive as fan favorites. Cliques 
only survive when their members are 
rulebreakers. If Arn wants to re-form 
the Horsemen, they should be rule- 
breakers. But WCW already has 
enough rulebreaking cliques, and his 
stated purpose of bringing back the 
Horsemen was to restore order in 
WCW. 

Earth to Ar: The Horsemen never 
were about restoring order. They were 
about creating disorder. Remember? 

More facts: The main purpose of 
the Horsemen always was to further 





Ric Flair’s career. I’m not 
too sure Malenko and 
| Goldberg would be too 


injuries in large part have 
| kept him from fulfilling 
his potential. He never 


| he might as well help Ric 
| Flair fulfill his. Only at 
| this point in his career, 


| have much potential, other 
than the potential for own- 


Century Village in South 
Florida. 

Given the fact that 

WCW filed a lawsuit 
against Flair, alleging he 
broke the three-year deal 
he signed in November by 
a missing a series of dates, 
it now seems unlikely that 
| Flair would be involved in 
any Horsemen reunion, 
but it’s still possible that 
Arn will find someone to 
| take the spot he had re- 
| served for Flair. 
Can I make a confes- 
/ sion here? Or do I have to 
go on Jenny Jones’ show 
if I want to make confessions? 

I can’t stand wrestling trivia. I 
cringe every time a great wrestler from 
the past tries to make a comeback. | 
don’t like the NWO, but I like it a 
heckuva lot more than I like the idea 
of a Horsemen reunion. I’m glad “Matt 
Brock’s Looking Back” is no longer 
featured in The Wrestler. Matt’s a 
great guy and a fine writer, but I’m not 


interested in his musings on wrestling | 


history. 

To me, the Horsemen are an inte- 
gral part of wrestling history, and J 
don’t want wrestling history intruding 
on the present, 

So, Arn, take your Horsemen re- 
union idea and forget about it. Flair, 
retire. Luger, find something else to 
do. Malenko, stop boring me. Gold- 
berg, do whatever you do, as long as it 
doesn’t involve hitting me. 

Goodbye, Horsemen. Got that? [] 


| interested in that. Luger’s | 
- another story, because | 


| will fulfill his potential, so | 


| Flair probably doesn’t > 


ing a penthouse suite at | 
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By Andy Rodriguez 





Should we really be surprised that Hunter Hearst 

Helmsley is trying to wrest leadership of 
DeGeneration X from Shawn Michaels? Was anyone 
shocked when Rocky Maivia brutalized Faaroog to take 
over The Nation of Domination? 

Sometimes, though, we are surprised. Very surprised. 
scott Steiner surprised me. Not because he joined the 
NWO. But because he sold out his brother, Rick. 

Yep, he surprised me. And disgusted me. 

Boy, what a big man he is, with his hair dyed blond 
and his biceps all pumped up. Vincent tells him how 
wonderful he looks and he thinks he’s king of the world. 

Well, he is good. Damn good. Scott is one of the best 
grapplers in the sport, no question. Do you know who got 
him there? 

Rick. 

lt was under his elder brother's tutelage that Scott 
blossomed into one of the best. Rick saw the potential in 
him and molded him into an elite competitor. Sure, there 
were other factors involved, but Rick is the biggest rea- 
son for Scott's success. Appearances aside, Rick is no 
dummy. 

Apparently this means nothing to Scott. He believes 
himself to be one of the chosen few, part of the most elite 
group in the business. He has convinced himself that 
hanging out with Hogan, Nash, and company is going to 
take him to new levels of achievement. 

As | said, disgusting. 

Why did Scott do it? Why did he destroy a great part- 
nership? More than that, why he is attempting to ruin his 
family? 

“He thinks,” said Lex Luger, who used to be close to 


PR rat HAPPENS ALL the time in wrestling. 
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both Steiners, “that he and Rick have been treading 
water for a while now, that theyre not as important as 
they used to be. He thought he needed to make a bold 
move to get his career going.” 

Well, it's true that the Steiners haven't been number 
one in the world for several years now, but they had 
remained a great team, one capable of winning any tag 
title in the sport. What's more, both men gave each other 
the freedom to explore singles competition. There may 
have been factors holding Scott back, but Rick wasn't 
one of them. 

Nash had a ready explanation. 

“Hey, it’s real simple,” “Big Sexy” offered. “Scotty 
wants to be where the action is. Hell, he deserves to be 
where the action is, and that's the New World Order. He 
tried to get Rick to come along, but the ‘Gremlin’ wouldn't 
listen to reason. Not our fault.” 

Indeed, Scott has attempted to persuade his older 
brother to jump to the NWO. Luckily, Rick didn’t buy into 
the nonsense and remains one of the pillars of WCW. 

For that, he’s paying a high price. The thugs have 
stepped up their attacks on Rick. Guess who one of the 
leading attackers is? 

I'll say it again: disgusting. 

Now I’m not surprised Scott split merely because he 
and Rick are brothers. Brothers feud all the time. He 
doesn’t owe Rick a debt simply by virtue of a blood rela- 

(Continued on page 46) 





What is Scott Steiner 
looking at as he gets set 

to suplex Hacksaw Dug- 

» gan? Maybe he’s afraid 
his brother, Rick, is 

: coming after him. He 
» should be wary of Rick. 
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Finishing Hold: Create your own final maneuver or choose a hold 
from the 90 shown. 
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tion. No, I’m surprised that it hap- 
pened to these particular brothers. 
The Steiners have always expressed 
a special bond for one another. 
They've been more than just a team. 
The loyalty they demonstrated— 
through championship wins and hu- 
miliating defeats—has been truly 
inspiring. Greatest tag team ever? | 
might cast that vote. 

It's true that over the years the 
Steiners have dropped hints that 
they’d love to wrestle each other 
when it counts. It’s natural for them to 
express that. Both men are rabid com- 
petitors. While growing up in Michigan, 
they must have wrestled each other 
hundreds of times while trying to 
prove which brother was the best. 

But that was healthy competition, 
not one brother trying to ruin the 
other. Scott has taken this to a new 








(Continued from page 44) 





Rick and Scott strike that familiar Steiners 
pose in a photo taken before Scott went 
NWO. That Scott betrayed his brother 
after all Rick did for him is unforgivable, 
says Andy Rodriguez. 
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and dangerous level in the name of 
boosting his career. 

Maybe Scott has hated Rick all 
along. Maybe, but | can’t believe that. 
| can’t believe the Steiners would 
have become the team they did had 
Scott harbored a secret hatred for his 
brother all along. No, Scott's anger is 
a more recent development. 

To Scott, | say this: Ask yourself, 
is it worth it? Is being part of the 
NWO worth putting your brother 
through all this hurt? If you’re ticked 
off at Rick for some reason the rest 
of us don’t know, find some other 
way to work it out. 

Hey, | don’t expect Scott Steiner 
to take career advice from a maga- 
zine writer, but I'll give him a final 
suggestion: 

Look in your heart. You'll find the 
answer. Cl 
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Now you can go head-to-head — 
with the editors of PW/inthe — 
trivia match of your life. Ifyou 


Lene 


‘earned the title “Undisputed 
Wrestling Trivia Champ” and 
WIN EVERY WRESTLING 
PAY-PER-VIEW FOR A YEAR. 
PLUS: Each month, five 
runners-up will receive a grab 
bag of wrestling magazine 
back issues. 


| ALL NEW QUESTIONS! 
lf you can answer the following questions, you could be the next winner and 
RECEIVE EVERY WRESTLING PAY-PER-VIEW FOR THE NEXT YEAR! 


ACTUAL QUESTIONS 





The voice of ECW is ...? 
1) Joey Styles 

2) Paul E. Dangerously 
3) Tommy Dreamer 

4) Bill Alfonso 


The Undertaker was once tag 
team partners with ...? 


Lex Luger is also known as ...? 
1) Totally Awesome 

2) The Six Pack 

3) The Total Package 

4) None of the above 


1) Lou Albano 


3) Rick Steiner 


True or False: The Giant competed in 
the 1988 Summer Olympics as a mem- 
ber of the Austrian basketball team? 

1) True 2) False 


2) Sgt. Slaughter 


4) None of the above 





How did you do? If 
you’re up for the chal- 
lenge and want to put 
your wrestling knowl- 
edge to work, call now 
and GO FOR THE 
GRAND PRIZE and 
receive every wrestling 
pay-per-view for a year! 





This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 


Wrestling Challenge Rules & Regulations 


Call as often as you like. The contest begins February 15, 1998, and continues 
through July 30, 1998. There is no age restriction to participate. The charge for each 
call is $1.99 per minute. The contest is sponsored by Advanced Telecom Services 
and London Publishing Co. in connection with Pro Wrestling Illustrated. No Purchase 
necessary to participate. Void in MN, NJ, LA, GA, and where prohibited by law. All 
unclaimed prizes will be awarded via a second-chance drawing. The odds of winning 
are dependent upon the number of entries. Complete rules and mail-in entries are 
available by sending a self-addressed stamped envelope to PWI TRIVIA, P.O. Box 
625, Devon, PA 19333. To win, answer seven consecutive trivia questions correctly 
and you automatically qualify for the Grand Prize of every wrestling pay-per-view for 


one year (maximum retail value is $750.00). Winners will be selected at random from 
the pool of all eligible entries. The Grand Prize will be awarded in the form of one 
payment in the amount of $750.00. It is the Grand Prize winner's responsibility to 
order and pay for each wrestlin By pee event. From February 15, 1998, till 
July 30, 1998, a total of one (1) Grand Prize will be awarded. In addition, twenty (20) 
een] grab bag back issue packages (five per week) will be awarded (retail value 
$20 each). Advanced Telecom Services will select the winners. London Publishing 
Co. will select the back issues to be included in the grab bag packages. No substitu- 
tions allowed. Direct all inquiries, to Advanced Telecom Services at BCM Box 6424, 
London WCIN 3Xx 
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UNITED STATES 0. 


ALABAMA 


MOBILE—WCW Uncensored at the Civic Center: 
TV champ Booker T pinned Eddy Guerrero ... 
Juventud Guerrera pinned Konnan ... 
Cruiserweight champ Chris Jericho beat Dean 
Malenko by submission ... Lex Luger pinned 
scott Steiner ... U.S. champion “Diamond” 
Dallas Page beat Raven and Chris Benoit in a 
triple jeopardy match ... The Giant beat Kevin 
Nash by disqualification ... Bret Hart defeated 
Curt Hennig by disqualification ... World champi- 
on Sting pinned Scott Hall ... Hollywood Hogan 
wrestled Randy Savage to a no-contest. 
(03-15-98) 

—Brandon Seth Apter 


CALIFORNIA 


SAN JOSE—AII-Pro Wrestling at Mount Pleasant 
High School: Frank Murdoch beat E/ Chicano 
Flame ... Kirk the APW Clown defeated 
Phenomenal Phil ... Joe Applebaumer beat 
Boyce LaGrande ... Boom Boom Comini & 
Sam Fatu beat Jay Smooth & Rick Turner ... 
Vinny Massaro beat Vic Grimes ... Universal tag 
team champs Michael Modest & Tony Jones 
beat Donovan Morgan & Erin O'Grady .., Maxx 
Justice beat Universal champ Robert Thompson 
to win the belt. 
(03-28-98) 

—Jeremy Medeiros 


ANAHEIM—WWF at Arrowhead Pond: Aguila 
beat Brian Christopher ... Steve Blackman beat 
Faaroog ... Cactus Jack beat Billy Gunn in a 
falls-count-anywhere match ... Marc Mero beat 
Chainz ... Steve Austin beat Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley ... Henry & Phineas Godwinn beat 
Skull & Eight-Ball in a whipping match ... Ken 
Shamrock beat Intercontinental champ Rocky 
Maivia by disqualification ... NWA tag team 
champs The Headbangers beat The Quebecers 
... The Undertaker beat Goldust. 
(03-13-98) 

—vJeremy Medeiros 
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CONNECTICUT 


THOMASTON—North East Wrestling at the 
High School: Primo Carnera II! defeated 
Thorn & Danger Man in a handicap match ... 
Jake Roberts pinned Mr. Grim ... Johnny 
Rotten pinned Michael Caine ... Half Nelson 
beat Tiny the Terrible ... Light heavyweight 
champion Johnny Handsome pinned Ray 
Odyssey ... Primo Carnera Ill won a battle 
royal ... Terrence W. Sledge, Ralph Mosca, 
& Rican Havoc defeated H.C. Loc, Latin 
Lover, & J.L. Storm ... Tony DeVito pinned 
John Diamond in a streetfight to win the TV 


belt ... King Kong Bundy beat Sid Vicious by 
disqualification. 
(03-21-98) 

—Timothy A. Walker 
DELAWARE 


WILMINGTON—ECWA Super 8 Tournament at 
St. Matthew's Parish Hall: First round; Ace 
Darling pinned Mike Quackenbush ... The 
Inferno Kid defeated Devon Storm ... Lance 
Diamond pinned Mark Schrader ... Scott Taylor 
pinned Reckless Youth ... Second round: 
Inferno Kid pinned Darling ... Diamond pinned 
Taylor ... Finals: Diamond pinned Inferno Kid to 
win the toumament ... In non-tournament match- 
es: J.R. Ryder won a Royal Rumble battle royal 
.. Boogie Woogie Brown & Cheetah Master 
beat Glen Osbourne & The Kodiak Bear. 
(03-21-98) 

—Mark Kramer 


FLORIDA 
KENDALL—Florida Championship Wrestling at 
McMillan Park: Billy Viper pinned El Fidelista ... 
Snot & Schmuck Dudley beat Anthony Adonis 
& Flex Armstrong ... Riptide defeated women's 
champ Liz Chase to win the title ... The Bomb 
Squad beat Bad Intentions ... Hack Myers 
pinned Scoot Andrews ... Heavyweight champ 
Joe Defuria defeated Vampire Warrior. 
(03-07-98) 

—Missy Jackson 


GEORGIA 


WHITE—NAWA at the Gymnasium: Mitch 
Medallion beat C.C. Deviline ... Lance Dreamer 
beat Colt Rivers by disqualification ... Eric 
Graham beat heavyweight champ Mike Golden 
for the belt ... David Young beat Nightmare | ... 
Team Extreme beat tag team champs Lee 
Thomas & John Phoenix for the belts. 
(03-28-98) 

—Danny Dees 


GAINESVILLE—War Zone Wrestling at the 
National Guard Armory: TV champ Terry Lawler 


: Be reports 


The results in “Arena Reports” are culled 
from a month’s worth of Pro Wrestling 
Iustrated Weekly newsletters. Readers 

of PWI Weekly received these results just 

days offer the cards took place. If you 
would like to subscribe to PWI Weekly, 
see the ad elsewhere in this issue. If you 
would like fo join professional 
wresiling’s largest network of 
corre: s, write to: “Arena Report” 
¢/o Pro Wrestling illustrated, Box 1148, 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034. 


beat Dusty Dotson in a first-blood match ... The 
Dreaded Alliance beat tag team champs The 
Bomb Squad for the belts ... Abdullah the 
Butcher & Rukus wrestled to a no-contest with 
The Infernos ... Billy Black beat heavyweight 
champion Bulldog Raines for the title. 
(03-27-98) 

—John DeGarmo 


ROSSVILLE—Tri-Star Wrestling at the TWA 
Arena: Bone Von Krugen & Skull Von Stigen 
beat Toy Dodson & Blackie Fawler ... The Black 
Patriot beat Skull Von Stigen ... Chukie Chuck 
& Teddy Hart beat The Night Breed ... Super D 
& Sharp Dressed Man beat Big Daddy Cool & 
Brian Adkins ... Butf Daddy & Todd Zane beat 
Rawhead Rick & Risk Taylor ... Woody 
Woodchuck pinned heavyweight champ Rick 
Justice for the title. 
(03-13-98) 

—Bill Needham 
INDIANA : 
GREENSBURG—Wild Championship 
Wrestling Outlaws at the Park Center: The 
Convict beat Billy Bart ... J.T. Powers pinned 
Austin James in a loser-leaves-town street- 
fight ... The Rocker Express beat tag team 
champions Bobby Colt & Don Basher to win 
the title ... Indiana Kidd Jr. pinned Heartthrob 
... Bobby Colt pinned The Midnight Rocker 
.. Johnnie Eagle beat Aaron Rogers .... 
Heavyweight champion Rob Ramer beat 
Johnnie Walker by disqualification. 
(03-07-98) 

—Harold Newt 


LOUISIANA 
AMELIA—Mid-South Wrestling at the Rec 
Center: Devil Boy defeated Chief Red Cloud 
.. Junkyard Dog & Terry Bryant beat Vito 
Buttafuoco & The Broad Street Bully ... 
Elijah Levay beat Kevin Northcutt by 
countout ... Mr. Wrestling Ill beat Paul 
Edwards ... Guido Buttafuoco beat Bronco 
Bob in a bullrope match ... Hard Time 
Express wrestled Stan Sweetan & Casey 
Blaze to a no-contest. 
(03-22-98) 

—Brett Wolfe 
MARYLAND 
BALTIMORE—WCGW at the Baltimore Arena: 
Lizmark Jr. & El Dandy beat Psicosis & La 
Parka ... TV champ Booker T beat Chris Jericho 
... Bill Goldberg beat Jerry Flynn ... Davey Boy 
Smith beat Brian Adams ... Dallas Page & Chris 
Benoit beat Raven & Perry Saturn ... Ric Flair 
beat Scott Norton ... Bret Hart beat Curt Hennig 


... World champ Sting beat Hollywood Hogan in 
a cage match. 
(03-25-98) 

—Edoie Chesiock & Timothy A. Walker 


MASSACHUSETTS 


REVERE—ECW at the Wonderland Greyhound 
Park: Chris Chetti & Jerry Lynn beat Darren 
Drosdov & Danny Doring ... New Jack beat D- 
Von Dudley ... Spike Dudley & John Kronus 
beat Tommy Rich & Tracey Smothers ... TV 
champion Bam Bam Bigelow beat Buh Buh 
Ray Dudley ... Tag team champions Chris 
Candido wrestled Sabu & Rob Van Dam and 
Ax! Rotten & Mahoney to a draw in a three-way 
dance ... Tommy Dreamer beat Justin 
Credible ... Sandman beat “Big” Dick Dudley 
... Heavyweight champion Shane Douglas beat 
2 Cold Scorpio. 
(03-07-98) 

—Erin Delaney 


MICHIGAN 


ADRIAN—Southern Michigan Championship 
Wrestling at the High School: Bryer Wellington 
beat John Char ... Bobo Brown pinned Keith 
Calhoun ... Ruff ’n’ Tuff beat Ricky James & Big 
Chuckwagon ... Dread beat Jason Fuller ... 
Professor Maxwell & Rock Stevens beat Outlaw 
& Bobby Lee ,.. The Canadian Dream Team 
beat tag team champs The Youth of America to 
win the belts. 
(03-28-98) 

—Gene Miller 


WESTLAND—Northerm States Wrestling Alliance 
at the Wayne-Ford Civic League: Jimi ¥V won a 
three-way dance over Galavera Cortez and Larry 
Destiny to capture the light heavyweight title ... 
The Cold Brothers won a four-team battle royal 
over The Heartbreakers, Axl Rage & Rob 
Avram, and Bo Lewis & Gator ... Madman 
Pondo & Ox Harley defeated Theater of Pain ... 
The Bushwhackers defeated The Wild Bunch ... 
Greg Valentine beat Brian Fury to win the vacant 
Great Lakes TV title ... Skull Ganz defeated Tito 
Santana to capture the heavyweight title ... 
Reckless Youth, David Prazak, Don Montoya, 
Twiggy Ramirez, & Lance Diamond defeated 
Alexis Machine, Death Dealer, Knighthawk, 
Adam Pearce, & The Gypsy in a “War Games” 
cage match. 
(03-27-98) 

—Sam Farmer 


DETROIT—WWF at Cobo Hall: Brian 
Christopher beat Mare Henry ... Faarooq & 
Kama Mustafa beat The Quebecers ... Barry 
Windham pinned Tom Brandi ... Marc Mero 
(with Sable) beat Goldust (with Luna) ... Ken 
Shamrock beat Intercontinental champion 
Rocky Maivia by disqualification ... Henry & 
Phineas Godwinn beat Savio Vega & Miquel 
Perez ... Cactus Jack pinned Billy Gunn ... 
Kane beat Skull ... Steve Austin pinned Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley. 
(03-07-98) 

—Brian Gore 


NEW JERSEY 


MOUNT HOLLY—NWA at the Armory: Over- 
weight Lover pinned The Great Caruso ... J.R. 
Ryder pinned Billy Reil ... Steve Corino beat 
Rey Odyssey ... Rik Ratchet beat The Metal 
Maniac ... Devon Storm beat Julio Sanchez ... 
Doug Gilbert won a triangle match against 
Rocco Rock and Barry Windham to win the 
NWA National title ... The Misfits beat The 


Himalaya Playas in a cage match. 
(03-27-98) 
—Timothy A. Walker 


GARFIELD—NWA at the Boys Club: Ray 
Odyssey pinned Billy Reil ... Mr. Puerto Rico & 
Rik Ratchet beat The Great Caruso & The 
Overweight Lover ... Lupus defeated Steve 
Corino ... King Kong Bundy pinned The Iron 
Sheik ... The Inferno Kid beat J.R. Ryder ... 
Lance Diamond beat Twiggy Ramirez ... Vinnie 
Powers beat Doink ... The Misfits beat Ace 
Darling & Devon Storm to win the U.S. tag team 
belts. 
(03-22-98) 

—Michael J. DiMuzio 


NEW YORK 


NEW YORK—WWF at Madison Square Garden: 
Light heavyweight champion Taka Michinoku 
beat Brian Christopher ... Henry & Phineas 
Godwinn beat Skull & Eight-Ball in a whipping 
match ... Marc Mero beat Goldust ... Cactus 
Jack beat Billy Gunn in a falls-count-anywhere 
match ... Ken Shamrock beat Intercontinental 
champion Rocky Maivia by disqualification ... 
NWA tag team champs The Headbangers beat 
The Quebecers ... Justin Bradshaw beat 
Barry Windham ... Steve Austin beat Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley. 
(03-22-98) 

—Dawn Urbani 


ELMHURST—ECW at the Elks Lodge: Axl 
Rotten & Mahoney beat Danny Doring & 
Amish Roadkill ... The Sandman & 2 Cold 
Scorpio beat Tracey Smothers & Little Guido 
... Tommy Dreamer beat Justin Credible ... 


Shane Douglas, Chris Candido, & Bam Bam | 
Bigelow beat Lance Storm, Chris Chetti, & | 


Jerry Lynn ... Al Snow beat John Kronus ... 
Doug Furnas beat Chris Candido ... TV champ 
Bam Bam Bigelow beat Pablo Marquez ... 
Sabu & Rob Van Dam won a three-way dance 
over New Jack & Spike Dudley and Buh Buh 
Ray & D-Von Dudley. 
(03-13-98) 

—Dawn Urbani 


YONKERS—Top Rope Productions at Yonkers 
Raceway: The Hungarian Barbarian defeated 
Nick Maddox .., The Perfect Creation defeated 
Little Running Bear ... Doink beat Jake Molson 
... sherri Martel defeated Katra ... The Samoan 
Gangstas, Big Cheese, & Samu defeated Jay 
Love, Bad Crew, & Sweet Georgie ... Jimmy 
Snuka defeated The Sultan ... Bam Bam 
Bigelow pinned King Kong Bundy. 
(03-12-98) 

—Brett Schwan 


NORTH CAROLINA 


CHERRYVILLE—NAWA at the High School: 
Flaming Youth beat Mike Wray ... Rikki 
Nelson wrestled Gary Royal to a draw ..., 
Hunter Thompson beat Kevin Kirby ... David 
Isley beat Jeff Vicktory by disqualification .., 
Pat Beck & Kane & Able Atoms beat Buddy 
Shane & The Assassins. Because of a pre- 
match stipulation, the Atoms won the NAWA tag 
team title, 
(03-28-98) 

—Dan Parris 


KINGS MOUNTAIN—Pro Wrestling Federation at 
the Armory: Man of Thunder (with The 2000 Man) 
defeated Flaming Youth ... Super Brat beat 

(Continued on page 50) 





| WANNA BE A WRESTLER? 
PHONE 850-934-8435 
SKULL KRUSHERS 


WRESTLING SCHOOL 
AND WRESTLING WEAR 
WRESTLING MASKS $20 
SPANDEX TIGHTS $55 
SPANDEX TRUNKS $35 
STATE WAIST,INSDE LEG SIZE + COLOR 
SKULL KRUSHER T-SHIRTS $10 
ADULT AND KIDS SIZE AVAILABLE 
WRESTLING VIDEOS $15 
SEND $4 FOR NEW COMPLETE LIST 
BOOTS,GOWNS,BELTS, TIGHTS 
LEOTARDS,ELBOW PADS 
KNEE PADS, TRUNKS, ETC. 
ADD $4 POSTAGE ON GARMENTS 
TO BIZARE BAZZAR 
P.O.BOX 6188.GULF BREEZE.FL 32561 
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NT VAST IZ ER oy actececsnnenyynngyeitornnenn eon 
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO BIZARE BAZZAR 
WORLDS BEST WRESTLING WEAR — 


1$ MAKE BiG MONEY 
IN PRO WRESTLING § 


Whether you want to be in the 
} wrestling spotlight or make money behind 
the scenes, this book was written for you!! 
Co-authored by wrestling superstars KING 
i KONG BUNDY and “PRETTY BOY" 
LARRY SHARPE, HITTIN’ THE MAT 
contains everything you need to know to 
prepare for a wrestling or non-wrestling | 
career in this exciting business. GUAR- | 
ANTEED! Whether you want to make 
money in the wrestling industry or just enjoy 
watching, this book is a must! Act now and | 
receive the following FREE bonuses: | 


|. Autographed, personalized picture of 
KING KONG BUNDY and “PRETTY 
BOY” LARRY SHARPE. 


2. Informative guide describing dozens of | 
j non-wrestling positions. 


3. Money-saving coupons for wrestling }} 
publications, training, equipment, memor- j] 
abilia and more. 

Only $12.95 + $2 S/H 

(Add $5 outside U.S.) 


DON’T WAIT! ORDER TODAY! 


Send to: 
HITTIN’ THE MAT 
704 BROADWAY, #188A 
MANTLA, NJ 08051 
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Gladiator I! .,. Black Angel beat heavyweight 
champion Ripper to capture the title ,.. Tag team 
champions George South & Italian Stallion 
defeated The Lewis Brothers. 
(03-28-98) 

—Brock Chandler 


ASHEBORO—Alternative Championship Wres- 
tling at the Armory: Jeff Knotts pinned Robby 
Cazwell ... Super Mario beat The Assassin ... 
Big Nasty & Nighthawk beat Willie Clay Jr. & 
Thunderfoot ... L.A. Wild One wrestled Americas 
champ Pat Friday to a draw ... Tim Blaze pinned 
Jimmy Valiant ... Manny Fernandez & Robby 
Auman beat Rick Morton & Willie Clay Sr. ... 
Rock & Rap beat Dr. Feelgood & Iceman for the 
vacant tag team title. 
(03-14-98) 

—WNancy Shore 


CLEVELAND—ACW at Belinda's Nightclub: 
Junior heavyweight champion Scorpion beat 
Bobby Modell in a mask vs. hair match. As a 
result, Modell's head was shaved ... Johnny 
Rivera & Heat Wave beat Volcano & Mad Mike 
... Uko Samiki beat Rick Roberts .,. Tag team 
champions The Assassins beat Paul Atlas & 
Brian Anthony by disqualification ... Battman 
beat light heavyweight champion Lord Zoltan by 
disqualification ... Heavyweight champion Psycho 
Mike beat Samu by disqualification in an iron 
glove match ... T. Rantula beat L.A. Smooth, 
(03-22-98) 

—Jetf Gorman 


PENNSYLVANIA 


MONACA—ECW at the Golden Dome: Tracey 
Smothers & Little Guido beat Chris Chetti & 
Jerry Lynn and Doug Furnas & Roadkill in a 
three-way dance ... Tag team champs Chris 
Candido & Lance Storm beat Ax! Rotten & 
Mahoney ... Lance Storm beat Chris Candido 
... Al Snow beat Bobby Duncum Jr. ... Tommy 
Dreamer beat Justin Credible ... The 
Sandman beat Buh Buh Ray Dudley ... Shane 
Douglas & Bam Bam Bigelow beat Sabu & 
Rob Van Dam. 
(03-28-98) 

—Dawn Urbani 


ROSTRAVER—ECW at the Ice Gardens: Al 
snow beat D-Von Dudley ... Ax! Rotten, 
Mahoney, & The Sandman beat Tracey 
smothers, Little Guido, & Tommy Rich ... 
Bobby Duncum Jr. beat Roadkill .,. Justin 
Credible beat Mikey Whipwreck ... Tag team 
champs Chris Candido & Lance Storm beal 
Chris Cheitti & Jerry Lynn ... Rob Van Dam 
beat Doug Furnas ... Spike Dudley beat Buh 
Buh Ray Dudley ... Taz beat TV champ Bam 
Bam Bigelow by disqualification ... Heavyweight 
champion Shane Douglas won a three-way 
dance over Sabu and Tommy Dreamer. 
(03-27-98) 

—Duich Krewda 


PITTSBURGH—WWF at the Civic Center: 
Chainz beat D-Lo Brown ... Light heavyweight 
champion Taka Michinoku beat Brian Chris- 
topher ... Henry & Phineas Godwinn beat 
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Skull & Eight-Ball in a whipping match ... 
Justin Bradshaw beat Barry Windham ... NWA 
tag team champions The Headbangers beat 
The Quebecers ... Marc Mero beat Goldust ... 
Cactus Jack beat Billy Gunn in a falls-count- 
anywhere match ... Ken Shamrock beat Inter- 
continental champ Rocky Maivia by disqualifica- 
tion ... The Undertaker beat Kama Mustafa ... 
Steve Austin beat Hunter Hearst Helmsley. 


(03-20-98) 
—Jeff Gorman 


READING—Pennsylvania Championship Wres- 
tling at The Cloister: The Siberian Tiger pinned 
El Enbassanador ... Dirty Don Montoya beat 
Gino Caruso ... Mike Quackenbush pinned 
Jihad Hussein .,. Julio Sanchez beat Americas 
champion Mr, Ooh La La by countout ... Heavy- 
weight champion Tiger Khan beat Lance 
Diamond by disqualification ... Reckless Youth 
and Cheetah Master wrestled to a draw in an 
iron man match ... Tag team champs Blue 
Thunder & J.R. Ryder beat Dave Patera & 
Chris Kreuger ... Boogie Woogie Brown beat 
Kodiak Bear in a Chicago streetfight ... John 
Rock wrestled Glen Osbourne to a double- 
countout ... Glen Osbourne won a bunkhouse 
battle royal, last eliminating John Rock. 
(03-13-98) 

—Timothy A. Walker 


IRWIN—Stee! City Wresting at SCW Arena: 
Julio Sanchez pinned Cueball Carmichael ... 
Dr, Cody Michaels pinned Don Montoya ... Big 
Neal the Real Deal pinned The Blade in 28 sec- 
onds ... Mark & Troy Mest defeated Vladimir 
Van Pyre & Bali Djaka ... “Handsome” Frank 
Stalletto pinned Jimmy Cicero ... Junior heavy- 
weight champion Reckless Youth beat 
Christian York and “Beef Stew” Lou Marconi 
in a three-way dance. 
(03-08-98) 

—Jeff Gorman & Michael J. DilMuzio 


HAZLETON—WSWF at the American Legion Hall: 
Little Running Bear pinned Awol ... Vincent 
Goodnight beat The Mad Russian by reverse 
decision ... The Love Connection defeated 
Skank & The Latin Tornado ... Kale beat Perfect 
Creation in a ladder match ... Zoltar pinned The 
Mad Russian ... Samu & Jimmy Snuka beat 
Matty Smalls & Salvatore Bellomo ... Jack 
Molsonn & The Flamingo Kid beat John Rambo 
& Lucifer Grim ... The Sultan defeated Jake 
Molsonn. 
(03-07-98) 

—Michael J. DiMuzio 


PHILADELPHIA—Grande Wrestling Alliance at 
the Blue Horizon: The Himalaya Playas beat 
The West Side Boys ... Alexi Taktarov beat 
Slayer in a falls-count-anywhere match ... 
George “The Animal” Steele beat heavy- 
weight champion “Big” Bob Steele to win the 
title ... Tag team champions Atlas Rivera & O 
Dogg beat The Crash Crew ... American 
heavyweight champion Flexx Wheeler beat 
cruiserweight champion Mercury and The 
Cuban Assassin in a three-way dance. 
(03-07-98) 

—Frank Vitueci 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


GREER—Southem Championship Wrestling at the 
Sports Arena: The Desperado & Johnny Dollar 
beat Steve Stampede & Madd Maxx Miles by 
disqualification ... Shane Austin beat S.W. Steele 
... Billy Badd beat Max Cortez ... Big Daddy 
Kane beat The Psycho ... Lance Gaylord & Max 
Cortez wrestled Cruiser & Norton Lewis to a 
double-countout. » 
(03-10-98) 

—Dan Parris 


TENNESSEE 


NASHVILLE—Music City Wrestling at the Fair- 
grounds Sports Arena; Rob Conway pinned 
Trailer Park Trash ... Shane Eden beat Jason 
Lee ... Brickhouse Brown beat Chris Michaels 
... The Colorado Kid pinned The Assassin. 
(03-21-98) 

—Bert Prentice 


MORRISTOWN—Appalachian Mountain 
Wrestling at the Talley Ward: Heavyweight 
champ Bryan Wayne wrestled Jimmy Golden to 
a double-countout ... Pretty Handsome & Ricky 
Harrison beat The Hardbodies & Major 
Damage ... G-Dog & Donnie Dallas beat tag 
team champs The Artists Formerly Known As 
The Young Guns to win the title ... Southern 
champion George Youngblood beat Eight-Ball 
Jones in an Indian strap match ... Allen King 
won a battle royal. 
(03-14-98) 

—Brian Smith 


KNOXVILLE—Tennessee Mountain Wrestling at 
the Holston Middle School Gym: Tim Reed beat 
The Working Man ... Tom Pitner & Don Lucas 
beat J.T. Coleminer & Chaos ... Bobby B beat 
Mike Powers by disqualification ... Chris 
Powers pinned Colen West ... Tony Anthony 
beat Men in Black by disqualification in a handi- 
cap match ... Jimmy Golden beat Jeff 
Anderson in a streetfight to win the held-up 
heavyweight title. 
(03-14-98) 

—Bili Needham 


HARRAGATE—United Atlantic Wrestling at the 
Lincoln Memorial University Gym: In a tourna- 
ment for the heavyweight title, first-round 
matches: Jessie Landell beat Johnny Raynor 
... Jeff Anderson beat Skyfire ... Mike Powers 
pinned Killer Kyle ... Jimmy Golden beat The 
Samoan ... Second round: Anderson beat 
Landell ... Golden beat Powers ... Third round: 
Anderson beat Golden ... Tony Anthony beat 
The Mongolian Stomper (both Anthony and 
Stomper received byes in the previous rounds) 
... Final: Anthony defeated Anderson to win the 
tournament. 
(03-13-98) 

—Darrell Dalton 


CHARLESTON—New Age Wrestling Alliance at 
(he Golden Chain Village: The Celtic Cannibal 
beat Atomic Womack ... Darrell Fargo beat 
heavyweight champion Frenchy Riviera for the 
title ... Johnny Blaze beat Wild Child ... The 
Dakota Outlaw beat C.C. Devlin in a Texas bull- 


rope match .,. Partners in Crime & Darrell Fargo 
beat Kenny Arden, Billy Montana, & Frenchy 
Riviera. 
(03-13-98) 

—Sarah Moore 


JOHNSON CITY—WCW at Freedom Hall: Ernest 
Miller beat Scotty Riggs ... Bill Goldberg beat 
Yuji Nagata ... Dean Malenko beat Eddy 
Guerrero ... Scott Steiner beat Ray Traylor ... 
Rick Steiner beat Tim Horner ... Raven beat 
Chris Benoit ... Lex Luger beat Kevin Nash, 
(03-08-98) 

—Linda DiVicaris 


UTAH 


SALT LAKE CITY—WWF at the Delta Center: 
Mare Mero beat Chainz ... NWA tag team 
champs The Headbangers beat The Quebecers 
... Aguila beat Brian Christopher ... Henry & 
Phineas Godwinn beat Skull & Eight-Ball in a 
whipping match ... Steve Blackman beat 
Faaroog ... Ken Shamrock beat Intercontinental 
champ Rocky Maivia by disqualification ... The 
Undertaker beat Goldust ... Steve Austin beat 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley. 
(03-14-98) 

—Lynda Carson 


VIRGINIA 


CANA—New Dimension Wrestling at the St. Paul 
Intermediate School: Alan Rage beat Sgt. Max 
Rhodes ,.. Foxy Lady beat The Blue Dragon ... 
Madd Maxx pinned Jack Spade ... Gravedigger 
pinned Denny Cooley ... Bad Boy Buck pinned 
Joe Kid ... Surge pinned Will o' the Wisp ... 
Jimmy Valiant & Craig Pittman beat The 
Fantastics in a best-of-three-falls match .., 
Gravedigger won a battle royal. 


(03-28-98) 
—Christopher Plano 


BASSETT—AIWF at the Community Center: 
Phantom | beat Doc Sampson ... Techno 
Dragon beat Sweet Daddy ... E.Z. Ryder beat 
Kodiak ... Cyclone beat Phantom Il ... TV 
champ Red Scorpion beat Jumpin’ Jimmy by 
disqualification ... Lightweight champ Gemini beat 
Jackie Anderson ... Neil Leathers beat 
Luscious Kevin ... Brian Danzig beat U.S. 
champ Steve Niles for the belt ... Tag team 
champs Generation X beat The Tennessee 
Violence Authority. 
(03-28-98) 

—Dean Puckett 


CHARLOTTESVILLE—WCW at University Hall: 
Psicosis beat El Dandy ... Gruiserweight champ 
Chris Jericho beat Prince laukea ... Bill 
Goldberg beat Jerry Flynn ... TV champ Booker 
T beat Chavo Guerrero Jr. ... Brian Adams beat 
Davey Boy Smith ... Dallas Page & Chris 
Benoit beat Perry Saturn & Raven. 


(03-27-98) 
—Eddle Cheslock 


WINCHESTER—MECW at the MECW Arena: 
Prof. Egon Ecton pinned Todd Justice ... Bad 
Boy Buck wrestled Joe Kidd to a time-limit draw 
... The Grungers beat Mike Lawson & Austin 
Hunter ... Katra & Miss Linda wrestled 
Katravina & Rustee Foxx to a no-contest ... 
Slickyboy beat Cueball Carmichael by reverse 
decision ... The Madd Russian pinned Julio 
Sanchez ... MECW cruiserweight champion 
Perfect Creation won a triangle match against 
Yutzak Arafat and NWL cruiserweight champion 
Fumar ... The Latin Tornado pinned Jack 


Hammer ... Morqus the Maniac & John Rambo 
defeated The Rock 'n’ Roll Express by disqualifi- 
cation ... Jack Hammer won a battle royal. 
(03-20-98) 

—Timothy A. Walker & Michael J. DiMuzio 


CHINCOTEAGUE—IPWA at the Community 
Center: A.J. Carrington pinned Corporal 
Punishment ... Joey Matthews defeated Shane 
Shamrock ... Brandi Wine pinned Joey 
Matthews in a mixed match ... Dan Rage beat 
Otto Schwanz (with Count Grog) ... Light heavy- 
weight champion Julio Sanchez pinned Christian 
York (with Vinnie Gambini) ... Big Slam beat 
heavyweight champion Jimmy Cicero by disquali- 
fication ... Brandi Wine pinned Rustee Thomas 
(with Joey Matthews) ... Cueball Carmichael 
defeated Doink the Clown. 
(03-13-98) 

—Timothy A, Walker 
WEST VIRGINIA 
MARTINSBURG—Championship Pro Wrestling 
at the Cadillac Club: Major Mayhem won a bat- 
tle royal Mohammed Kane pinned 
Juggernaut ... Mark Mest pinned The 
Cremator ... Major Mayhem pinned Combat 
Kid to win the Southeastern title ... The Chain 
Gang & The Pit Fighter defeated J.B. 
Blackburn, Nicky Pisghetti, & Scott Sawyer ... 
Switchblade beat Bob Keller by disqualification 
... The Original Masked Superstar pinned 
Buddy Landell. 
(03-22-98) 


—Timothy A. Walker 






INTERNATIONAL 


CANABA 


MONTREAL, QUEBEC—Northern Championship 
Wrestling at the NDR Arena: Access Denied beat 
Black Eagle & Steven the Sweet Boy .,. Andy 
Ellison beat Visceral Vince ... Esel Krap beat 
The Ninja .., Daniel Leon beat Golem the Giant 
for the vacant Inter-city title ... Bruiser beat Bob 
the Pig Farmer ... Alexander the Magnificent 
beat Iceman ... The Dream Warriors beat tag 
team champs The Blood Brothers for the title ... 
Marc the Grizzly defeated Syl the Sadist by dis- 
qualification. 
(03-21-98) 

—Bertrand Hebert 


MONTREAL, QUEBEC—WWF at the Molson 
Centre: Light heavyweight champion Taka 
Michinoku beat Brian Christopher ... D-Lo 
Brown & Faarooq beat Miguel Perez & Savio 
Vega ... Barry Windham beat Tom Brandi ... 
Mare Mero (with Sable) defeated Goldust (with 
Luna) ... Ken Shamrock beat Intercontinental 
champion Rocky Maivia by disqualification ... The 
Quebecers beat Henry & Phineas Godwinn ... 
Cactus Jack beat Billy Gunn ... Kane beat Skull 
.. Steve Austin defeated Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley (with Chyna), 
(03-06-98) 

—Bertrand Hebert 


WINNIPEG, MANITOBA—Canadian Wrestling 
Federation at Chalmers Community Center: 
Canadian junior heavyweight champion Vance 
Nevada beat CWF lightweight champion Bobby 
Collins to unify the titles ... Adam Knight beat 
Deadpool ... lron Mike beat Mike Myers in a 
loser-wears-a-dress match .... Mike Stone 
defeated Wildman Firpo in a submission match 


... Damage Inc. beat Leatherface & Steelface 
... Robby Royce beat Spice Richards in a lad- 
der match ... Brian Jewel beat Bobby Jay by 
disqualification. 
(03-15-98) 

—Vern May 


JAPAN 


NAGATA—New Japan at the City Gym: Kendo 
Ka Shin beat Black Cat ... Satoshi Kojima & 
Manabu Nakanashi beat Yutaka Yoshi & Junji 
Hirata ... Tadao Yasuda & Kazuo Yamazaki 
beat Michiyoshi Ohara & Tatsutoshi Goto ... 
Akitoshi Saito, Kuniaki Kobayashi, & Shiro 
Koshinaka beat Shinjiro Otani, Koji Kanemoto, 
& Kensuke Sasaki ... Hiro Saito, Hiroyoshi 
Tenzan, & Masahiro Chono beat Jushin Liger, 
Osamu Nishimura, & Shinya Hashimoto. 
(03-28-98) 

—Koichi Yoshizawa 


TOKYO—All-Japan at Korakuen Hall: Masao 
Inoue beat Yoshinobu Kanemaru ... Yoshinari 
Ogawa & Maunukea Mossman beat Kentaro 
Shiga & Takao Omori ,.. Giant Baba, Rusher 
Kimura, & Mitsua Momota beat Masa Fuchi, 
Haruka Eigen, & Tsuyoshi Kikuchi ... Akira 
Taue beat Giant Kamala || ... Toshiaki Kawada 
beat Jun lzumida ... Steve Williams, Wolf 
Hawkfield, & Johnny Smith beat Saloru Asako, 
Jun Akiyama, & Mitsuharu Misawa ... Stan 
Hansen beat Gary Albright ... Kenta Kobashi 
wrestled Johnny Ace to a draw. 


(03-21-98) 
—Koichi Yoshizawa 


THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 





SEPTEMBER 


KENTUCKY 


LOUISVILLE—USWA at the Louisville Gardens: 
Buddy Landell beat Billy Travis ... Reno Riagins 
beat Brickhouse Brown ... Tom Prichard beat 
Doug Gilbert by disqualification ... Bill Dundee 
beat Tommy Rich by disqualification ... The Rock 
‘n’ Roll Express & Junkyard Dog beat The 
Moondogs & Richard Lee ... Jeff Jarrett & Tony 


Anthony beat Eddie & Doug Gilbert. 
(09-08-92) 

—Brad Durham 
NEW YORK 


UNIONDALE—WWF al Nassau County 
Colisuem: Uncle Elmer & Cousin Junior beat tag 
team champions Greg Valentine & Brutus 
Beefcake by countout ... Paul Orndorff beat 
John Studd ... Lou Albano beat Freddie 
Blassie in a steel cage match ... lron Mike 
Sharpe and Lanny Poffo wrestled to a draw ... 
S.D. Jones beat Barry O ... Randy Savage beat 
George Wells ... Bob Orton Jr. & Roddy Piper 
beat Salvatore Bellomo & Paul Roma. 
(09-20-85) 

—Greg Green 


TEXAS 
CORPUS CHAISTI—Texas Wrestling at the 
Memorial Coliseum: El Gran Markos beat Jose 
Lothario for the Texas Brass Knuckles title ... 
Heavyweight champ Red Bastien beat Blackjack 
Mulligan ... Blackjack Lanza beat Jeff Porting 
... Assassino Negro beat Scott Casey ... Ken 
Patera beat Jim Drummer. 
(09-12-74) 

—PW/! archives 
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Maslércard 





 Orders/Questions Call - (401) 946-5720 


[OURS Monday Fray “9am Z i Address: FIGURES Inc. | 
Closed Sunday | P.O. Box 19482, ae RI 02919 






FAX (24 Hours) - (401) 946-8492 
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UUKES- JPEROLARS 
By Jakks Toys (1996-1997) New ling of WWF Action ines based on some 
of the most popular WWF Superstars, Each figure has a “Bone Crunching 


CHAMPIONSHIP BELTS FOR WRESTLING FIGURES 
THESE BELTS FIT THE FOLLOWING ACTION 






(1990 - 1994) 
WORLD WRESTLING (6 








Sound” when posed. These action figures are 6” tall, ALL JAKKS FIGURES FIGURES LINES: io VF af | FEDERATION 
we had EACH OR (ANY 6 FOR $75.00) Choose trom: hat ieee nscale eect fm) HASBRO 4 INCH ACTION FIGURES 





“(all mint in package)" WWF HASBRO 4° WRESTLING ACTION FIGURES 
All Figures in This Section are $15.00 each. 





WWF Jacks 6 inch Figures Pom 1895-1997 
WF Just Toy Bandems 5 figutres tram 1990 


Unievioke #7 9 Shaw Wichasls #1 (Blue Pants) 
Brat Hari #) (Blew Shir!Prk Panis) = Golddue! 






















2nd Series WCW Gallob 4 Inch Figures trom 1990 Brat Hart Tatanka #1 Brute Bealcake #41 
Vader «© Owen Hari * Undertahar #2 WCW San Francesco Toymakers 7 inch Figures trom 1904-1807 Big Boss Man #1 Bag Boss Man #2 Berzerher 
Brat Hart #2 (Red ShirBick Pants) « Shawn bhehaels (Red Quilt) CMLL S inch mesican Wresllers fram 1992 Hacksaw Duggan #1 The Mourite E! Matador 
ard Series AWWA 5 inch Rlemoo Wresiting Figures from 1886 1.F.5. Undertackne 41 Sent Steiner 
' Hacksaw Duggan #2 Bushwacker Butch Buskwacker Luke 
Hart #: 7 eo: oe SERIES 7 
ib fea ia ig a #3 * Sd" Brish Bulkiog Each Gat kas a black strap with gold medallion Marty Janalty Headshrinker Fal Headshnnker Sait 
dth Series Wi estes CoP creat Sire EDN a, OTHER WWF HASBRO 4" WRESTLING ACTION FIGURES 
dery “The King’ Lawler * “Stone Col" Stave Ausfin * Faanog UN Ea ie sels ra onde Th ny Uinale Wario haa Trunas). S$0.00ea Tawas Tomato $50.00 oa 
Jusin © Hawk Bradshaw © Vader-#2 9 Hunter Heats! Helmaley 3} Intemational Championship ene [i 
Honky Toni Mar §4000ea  (Momate Ware 44 (Geoer Tr munis} _ $35.00 0a 
5th Series WE OFFER THEM IN 3 DIFFERENT WAYS: Buy any single belt lor $3.00 euch Roddy Pipar ..... too $2500.08 carl $3.00 aa 
“Stone Cola Sieve Austin + Sycho Sid » Rocky Maina Pak 2 /OF Be 18 BU el eee Earthquaics ... $30.00 ea Sol. Slaaghte $20.00 ea 
Flash Funk » Ken Shamiock » Savio Vega 1 World Heavywaight Bell, 1 Intemational Belt, 2 World Tag Team Botts Hult Hogan #3 (wih Hulleanlan) $30 00 ea Pan Savage (King #/ Crown). $30.00 ea 
Stomp Series 12 PACK OF BELTS FOR $20 0) contains: Ted Dibease #1 (Black Suit) S0000ex  Brutig Beolcake #2 (Whte & Black) $30.00 ea 
Ahmed Joho « Undertaker © Crh * Ken Shamrock © Ayetin 3 World Heavy weight Salts, 3 Intamational Belts, 6 Word Tag Team Baits Greg Valenbne s300088 = Jimmy Srika ___._ 530.00 ta 
F * ‘ SERIES 2 Kerala. $95(0ea Pam Ramon #1 ; £75.00 ea 
Signature Series . | 7 Crush #1 $2500.08 Aarne Ramwn #2 (wet Black Vest) $95.00 ea 
Hawt (2 © Anmalg? 1 GOdsth? © Steve Aumtin X16 Shit EACH BELT HAS A BROWN STRAP WITH SILVER MEDALLION, Faazor Ramon (wih Purple Vest)... $25.00ea Huth Hogan (Geils Press 35.00 ea 
We have 4 Diflerent Kinds Avaitatie: dake Ihe Snake Fiberis 20,0002 Hulk Hogan (with Hulksta Hug) $2000 ea 


Mending é2 © Honler Hears Helmsley fe 







Championship, 2) Intercontinental Championship, 3) Linded States 
Charon hip, 4) Cruiserweight Championship ! 


SERIES 3 

EACH BELT HAS A GREY STRAP WITH GOLD MEDALLION, 

We have 4 Difteront Binds Available: 

OLE ale 2) Euntipaan Chanspisnahsp, 3) Toughean Chanmgéanshin, 4) All-Japan 


WE OFFER THEM IN 3 DIFFERENT WAYS: Buy any single bell for $3.00 each 
4 PACK OF BELTS FOR $3.00 CONTAINS: 1 of each 
12 PACKS OF BELTS FOR $20.00 CONTAINS: 3 of each. 


Ted Dibiase (in Green Cust} = S000 ce 


leer ol WWF HASBRO TAG TEAM 2 PACKS," 5 
} : | » WWE Tag Team 2 Packs (2 Figures mn each sel] 





OTHER JAKKS FIGURES 


RINGSIDE COLLECTION 


SUNNY - $10.00 VINCE MCMAHON - $10.00 
SABLE - 370.00 REFEREE - $15.00 






The Bushwackers #1 (Luke & Butch)... $20.00 set 
Tha Rockers (Shaw & Marty)... $40.00 set 















MANAGERS 















40 PACKS OF BELTS bw $40.00 
You chooga the assortment (rom any Series 1, Series 2 of Series 3 

(Sanply tell us how many you wan of each kind and make sure ( tolals 40) 

MAKE YOUR OWN 4 PACK -$800 cetcld MAKE YOUR OWN 12 PACK - $20.00 sel of iF 












1996/1997 WwF BEND- EMS , 


Ths a ust Toys $7.00 each or (any 4 figures for $25.00 or any 10 for $50.00) | 
i @ are 5° bendable figures and are MINT in package 
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NEW oN PRO WRESTLING ES IanS "Mee | 7 Bed Har Ties lar Raman $70 
4th Series 2-Packs 5 1/2 ace : bea Mea Donk G70 ea Brel Ha i) Mea ut Panam 97.00 ea 
$20.00 per set or $75.00 set of 4 Action Figures Ee . PA eh SE REG UN TEE ee a 
FEATURED MANAGERS Pr Wreciecn Gohl $700 ea. Sawn Mchasts $700 Ahmed Jotoson . $700hca Yoana $700 
Paul Bearer & Mankind, Bob Backlund & Sultan (1997-1998) 


Finely detailed 6 1/2 inch action figures are inported from asin; and are based on 
Real Japanese Wresilers of the New Jap Pro-Wrestling Federation, They are mint in 
there original package and each action figure is articulated at the shoulders. Very rare 
limited quanttles!! EW JAPAN PRO WRESTLING FIGURES 
a $35.00 each or an 3 for $100.00 or ALL 6 for $180.00 
| | GHOOSE FROM: Great Muta # 11 oS Masahiro Chono 

Riki ahi « Great Muta #2 (Red Pants) =. Sasaki « §. Hashimoto 


14 INCH TALKING 


UNDERTAKER FIGURE 
(Mind in Box) by Playmates (1997) $50.00 each 


Glarances Mason & Crush, Sable & Mare Mero “Wildman’ Sunny Te A vig. Sea Peycty Sid $70) a 


man TRAM 


















Seri 
Steve Austin $7.00.an Achy Mais _ §7eg  Ueyraed Witter Favioog _ i700 ea 



















17 0hed = Aral Filtea Under 97 es «Hue Helle § 7 ea | 


wag OFFICIAL WWF SUPERSLAM WRESTLING RING 
fee, For 5° Bend-em figures wi exclusive Paul Bearer 5° Bend- 

> am figure. The botiom of this ring converts into a carrying 

ee case for he Bend-em Wrestling Figures. ..... $25.00 set 



















5th Series Tag Team 2 Packs 
$20.00 per set or $75.00 set of 4 


LEGION OF DOOM = HEADBANGERS 
______—__—sCNEWBBLACK JACKS ~— THE GODWINS 









FAMOUS FIGHTS 2 FIGURE PACKS (Just Toys) 
EACH PACK CONTAINS 2 BENDS EM 5-INGH FIGURES THAT ARE 
PACKAGED IN A SPECIAL FAMOUS DISPLAY BOX 
$10.00 per set or 


All 3 sets for $25 
STEVE AUSTIN VS. BRET HART 
UNDERTAKER VS, MANKIND 
AHMED JOHNSON VS. FAAROOG 


Wrestling Music - CD & Cassette Tapes 
HULK BG : os 





JAKKS ITEMS 


RAW IS WAR ACTION RING 
WITH 6 MINI FIGURES 
Comes With: Austin Amed, Faarooq, Mankind, 

Golddust, Helmsley $25.00 SET 





















SLAMMERS ACTION FIGURES SERIES 1 (1998) 


EACH ACTION FIGURE HAS A DEVASTATING FINISHING MOVE AND BONE 
CRUNCHING-ACTION! 


Undertaker (New Outfit) $10 Goldust $10 Slave Austin (Black Tights) $15 
Bret Hart $10 Mankind $10 Faaroog $10 
__ Complete set of all 6 Slammer Figurestor $60.00 Set 


JAKKS LEGENDS SERIES 1 


LEGENDED FIGURES ARE HIGHLY DETAILED 7 INCH TALL BOXED FIGURES 
Chaose From: 
ANDRE THE GIANT $25 JIMMY SNUKA $20 FREDDIE BLASSIE $20 
CAPTAIN LOU ALBANO $20 Complete set of all 4 Legend Figures for $80 set 




















WRESTLEMANIA ACTION RING 
|WITH 6 MINI FIGURES 

| Comes With: Shawn, Bret, Undertaker, Owen, 

Sid, Vader $25.00 SET 






—— 
















OFFICIAL 





















JAKKS RIPPED AND RUTHLESS WWF WRESTLING as | 
: j ’ Hulk ated ih | Food Metal WF - The Album 
FRFED PND HODES ARE WARY OE TRREDY HES TE SEES MONSTER RING | “ivi WT te iw alee song ns 
Choose From; 10 ditlerent congs by Hui Thema Seng mary mhcal arena 
UNDERTAKER $20 MANKIND $20 GOLDUST $20.00 | aoe aekall Wien adel omy AR, VOU ci 
(1996) Mint In-Box made to G1 6" Acton Figures - $30.00 ea. 





STEVE AUSTIN Complete set of all 4 Ripped and Authless for $80 set Cassette vernon 500 Cassotieveron 1700 Gasngtie verem 700 











SHIPPING IS $5.00 PER TOTAL ORDER [ 60 pAGE SCI-FI AND 36 PAGE WRESTLING 


yar pa nh SAME DAY RECEIVED Bi cuipeRHeRO ACTION FIGURE CATALOG 







| PAYMENT TERMS: 

CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH. 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES, INC. 
NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT 
30 DAY RETWAN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


CATALOG SEND $2.00 
| FOR AG ory 








ORDERS/QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL 
1-407 “946-5720 
FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO: 
1-401-946-8492 


S ARE IN STOCK | 
INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED SEND $2.00 FOR A COPY 










All Distinctive Character Names and Likenesses Are Trademarks Of Their 





Copyright Owners. 









ine. 
Monday-Friday - 9 a.m.-8 p.m. EST 
OURS Saturday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m 
Closed Sunday 


| TWwow MAIN EVENT 
TRADING CARDS 


WCW Main Event 1995 Trading Cards b 





$5.00 an or (any 10 for 545,00) 
(photos are put in a plastic sleeve for protection) 









¥ r 7 
| Shoes ect —— Cardz Inc. These came out in 1995 and contain Hulk Hogan, 
Vertes palate British Bulldog | Ric Flair, Macho Man Savage, Am Anderson, etc. Some packs 



























































Marc Mero Shawn Michaels Mankind 
Amed Johnson  Golddust smoking Gunns /i 
Psycho Sid Steve Austin#i-4 Legion of Doom f 
Ken Shamrock Kana (Fighting Undertaker) 
Helmsley and China Sable #1 (back shal} 


contain randomly inserted =H 00) 8 cards, 
($2.00 per pack) (10 packs for sto. ck box for $25.00) 

or Complete set of 100 for $20. MWAlso + lable - Uncut Sheet of 
50 WCW Cards for $20.00 sheet (great for wall hanging) 






6” wew WRESTLING FIGURES 


(All figures mint on card) by San Francisco Toymakers 






























Sable #2 (Bikini) eee Randy “Macho Man” Sava .....sccssccnseneresenne O20.00 88, WCW BELT BUCKLE PLAYSETS 
! Johnny B Badd (silver tights)... Conan: oto.00 88. | Kid sized belt buckles styled to look like the real championship belts. 
$6.00 each or (any 2 for $10.00) Ric Flair (green tights and boat, ‘une 1000 88. | Opens up to reveal a complete wrestling 
( i wiih alls a and in plastic for he Unanaket| Sting (pin and yellow ngs) sitereere 91.00 BA. arena with a. audience. Each set contains 
ure oes peat aa Hulk Hogan #2 (yellow shirt w/ bell). vse 915,00 8. | 4.5 inch tall fqures and a WCW sian. 
Shawn Michaels lig g 
Vader #2 (black and red) . trosterstieteesteerneseseenee OTOL B&. | $42.00 each or (Both Sets for $20.00) 









































1997 WCW 3rd Series Figures | 
WWF Full Color ax 0 Hulk Hogan (Pre-ring yellow ted Out) w.nnnse $10.00 68 HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP 
Framed Pictures Sting (new black and pink OUtfit) .......0s.rsseseseesee 910.00 2a, | WRESTLING BELT 
$8.00 each or set of 4 for $25 Ric Flair (red tights) ... une 910,00 ea. | Comes with the Hollywood Hogan and 
; : Big Bubba Rogers (black pants and hat). .... $10.00 ea. | Sting with removable steal cage 
Choose from: | Craig Pittman (in Marine outiit) ......., mise 910,00 Ba. 
Austin, Undertaker, Sunny Alex Wright (leather Aoiteee 7 tights) ... = fait: ea. AN VA 
and Shawn DO Generation X | Macho Man Randy Savage #2 (red/yelon).. 10.00 ea. lvs. t N B Ti 
coo (from Harlem Seles i ‘1 “co Ba, strates a ee st oe 
tevie Ray (from Harlem Beat eveaveserereasoneers PTL OsOD GB. | . | 
SUPERSIZE STUFFED The Giant (black tights) ... Pa mriraeee 920-00 BB. 


Complete set of 161 WCW cards featuring Flair, IRS, Steiner Bros., 
Sting, Freebirds, etc. (1991) $10.00 per set 





HULK HOGAN DOLLS 
These aré Supersize Stuffed Hulk Hogan Dolls 
| with @ plush body with a detailed face. Hulk is 
wearing a “Python Power” bandana. 

2 ‘ia ft. Stuffed Hulk Hogan Doll ...... $25.00 ea. 
3 ‘fe tt. Stuffed Hulk Hogan Doll...... $50.00 ea. 
SPECIAL DEAL: Get Both Hulk Hogans for $70.00 
CMLL MEXICAN WRESTLING 
BUDDIES 18" STUFFED DOLLS 
by Future Toys of Mexico (1993) 
ria * Lm They ara just like the WWF Wrestling Buddies that 
femme were put outa few years back. They stand 18° tall, 
Choose from: $25. each or (any 2 for $40.) 
Pierroth or Tinieblas 


..« 900,00 set 


WCW WRESTLING RING =e 


(Mint in box) $40.00 each 
with 4 electronic sounds and 
removable steel cage. Ring 
size is 13 1/2” by 13 1/2" 


_ Complete set of all 10 series el figures... jevis sittin 






















BADSTREET U.S.A. T-SHIRTS 
A killer black t-shirt w/ blood red Badstreet logo !00% cotton 
Adult Medium ...... $20.00 ea. Adult Large ..........-. $20.00 ea. 

| Adult X-Large ....... $20.00 ea. Adult XX-Large .........1..622.00 


BADSTREET U.S.A. WORKOUT SHIRT 
Killer white workout t-shirt wi the Badstreet U.S.A. loge, 100% cotton. 
Adult Medium ....... $20.00 ea. Adult Large.............. $20.00 ea. 
Adult X-Large ....... $20.00 ea. 





























97 wew ord SERIES TAG-TEAM 2PACKS 
RARE Limited Edition “A Figures Inc. Exclusive!” 

| $25.00 per set or (any 2 sets for $40.00) 
Choose from: 




































. LING “TMG GLONT Bats OF, Blue Bloods |!!! 
pelt A kp WRESTLING | Harlem Heat (biue outtits) Nasty Boys (green outtits) Badstreet U.S.A. Black Baseball Cap ..........:-rsrsss 910,00 €2, 
“THE GLORY DAYS OF WRESTLING - | NWO Hulk Hogan & Macho Man Randy Savage (black outtits) “OFF THE STREETS” CASSETTE ttle 
ni tei | — Featuring Michael Hayes, the Fraebirds and the Badstreet Band, produced 
The Way It Was 1950's & 1960's WCW MONDAY | Papa. Acassete {rom 1987 by Grand Thelt Productions, Great sounding wi jee 
| gist malcties contalung: ae NITRO 1997 featuring the hit ‘Badstreet USA" Factory sealed by Grand Theft Productions (1987) 
ss Reed i Elta Cans Wecies te 7 1/2" Action Figures CD or Cassette versions are $15.00 each 
Rogers, Fabulous Kangaroos and more (w/ vibrating action) BADSTREET U.S.A. - THE VIDEO (1984) 
$20.00 BOXED VIDEO SET $10.00 each or complete set VHS format will fit any VCR, 2 hour video produced by Jimmy Papa 
of 8 for $75.00 professionally shot video. Quality is very good, | 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE Choose from: ns 2 HOU INNDES INCLUD ES ha 
GRAB BAG Hollywood Hogan Kevin Sullivan Seer aien NI asia TO ise Phocis tesa Visa | 
Wreeting Eye, Wresting Fury, PW), Wresting AM Stars, etc (our choice) | Scott Hall Kevin Nash tinny SATE eIMEet e tee 





- Shows highlights trom Texas Stadium Strap Maich Freebirds vs. The Von Erichs in a 
6 man tag leam match 

- Shows Freebirds vs Von Erichs tha entire 6 man tag tearn title malch all 6 wrestlers 
in the ring al once anything goes. 

+ Shows another 6 man tage team match Freebirds vs. Missinglink, Ackbar and Super D2. 
+ Shows Cindy Lauper with the Freebinds in tha WWF debut. 

- Shows Michael Hayes and the Badstreet bands first musical concert as he sings all 
his hits off "Badstreet USA’ Album 

- Shows parts of another Badstreet concert from a Dallas Night Club 

» Shows another concer where the Von Enchs come on stage which ends in fighting 
on silage. 

~ Shows the second video “Boys are back in town" with wrestling highlights and shows 
the behind the scenes taping se5sion. 


PRICE $20.00 PER COPY 


1990s (any 4 for $10.00) 
1980s (any 4 for $10.00) 


cw SLAM JAM - THE ORIGINAL WCW WRESTLING ALBUM 
11 OFFICIAL THEME SONGS OF THE WCW STARS by Grand Theft Productions (1992) 
Songs included are: “Don't Step to Ron”: “Mian umes 
Called Sting’: "Mr. Bang Bang’ “Master of the. \jaiMiaoanei aa 
DDT’; “Freebird Forever’: “Simply Ravishing”; & 
“Johnny B Badd’; “The Natural’; “The Dragon’; 
“He's Smokin"; “Steinerized” eo 
Factory sealed by Grand Theft Records Hee 


The Giant Lex Lugar 
Chris Benoit = Sting (wba 


































SPECIAL TWO FIGURE PACK 
HULK HOGAN & 
DENNIS RODMAN oPACK 
This is a 2 figure pack that 
includes Hollywood Hogan 
and Dennis Rodman 
$20.00 for set of 2 
























SHIPPING IS $5.00 PER TOTAL ORDER 
ORDERS yeti SAME DAY RECEIVED 


ALL ITEMS ARE IN STO 
INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED 


36 PAGE WRESTLING 
CATALOG SEND $2.00 
FOR A COPY 


60 PAGE SCI-FIAND 
SUPERHERO ACTION FIGURE CATALOG 
SEND $2.00 FOR A COPY 











CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH. 
MAKE CHECKS. PAYABLE TO FIGURES, INC. 

NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT 

20 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 





ORDERS/QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL 
1-401-946-5720 
FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO: 
1-401-946-8492 













All Distinctive Character Names and Likenesses Are Trademarks Of Their 
_ Copyright Owners. 






YOUTH MOVEMENT 

In response to Edina Jefferson's 
“Between Falls” comments about Vince 
McMahon and his adult approach to 
wrestling (“Yo, Vinnie,” June 1998): If 
you don’t like it, flip the channel. Turn 
to WCW, where the old men play. 

I'll take “Triple-H,” The Undertaker, 
and Steve Austin any day. After all, 
Hulk Hogan didn’t make wrestling 
what it is today, Vince McMahon did. 
Vince is the true icon of this great sport. 

STERLING CALLAWAY 
Fremont, NE 


CORNETTE’S BLUNDER 
What’s wrong with Jim Cornette? 
He put together a great stable of NWA 
stars and then tore it down. The Rock 
‘n’ Roll Express are great wrestlers, but 
he kicked them out. Jeff Jarrett aban- 
doned the NWA cause as quickly as he 
embraced it. What happened? What 
went wrong? What was Cornette think- 
ing? He could have ruled the WWF, 
but he blew it. 
| CHAD WARD 
Sanger, CA 
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_between falls 


Loe ee ee ee | sf@ttee ee #. 


(Continued from page 5) 


Hunter Hearst Helmsley 
may be lewd, and Steve 
Austin may use a lot of 
foul Janguage, but 
sterling Callaway 
would rather watch 
them than the “old 
men” in WCW. 


NWO RIPE FOR 
THE TAKING 

I have a number of 
| questions regarding 
WCW and the NWO. 
Why is the NWO 
such a threat? Why is 
Ric Flair so inactive? 
Why are The Four 
Horsemen no longer 
together? 

Ever since The 
Giant humiliated the 
NWO in that ridicu- 
lous handicap match 
on Thunder, they are no longer a 
feared group in WCW. The Horsemen 
were feared much more by the 
wrestlers of NWA/WCW. And who- 
ever says Ric Flair is , 
too old to wrestle is 
out of his/her mind. 
The man just needs to 
put some “Nature | 
Boy” back into his 
game. He needs to 
put the flashy robes | 
back on, select some | 
female valets, and 
find the three tough- 
est men in WCW to 
form a rival to the 
NWO. 


Ric Flair needs to re- 
turn to his stylin and ~~ 
| profilin’ days, says 
Aaron Flow, who thinks 
| the return of The Four 


Horseman would signal 
the end of the NWO. 
Sorry, Aaron, but that 
doesn't seem very like- 
ly (see “Ringside,” 
page 6). 





















Let’s face it, Hollywood Hogan is 
the biggest joke in the sport. He needs 
to be whipped the way the Horsemen 
blasted Paul Orndorff a few years ago. 

AARON FLOW 
Hilton, NY 


PERSONAL PROBLEMS? 

In response to Kevin Michaels’ let- 
ter, “Admirable Arn?”, in the June 
1998 issue, it sure sounds like you 
have a grudge against the man. 

I saw Nick Bockwinkel wrestle Ray 
Stevens and, yes, both men were great. 
But Arn Anderson was great as well. 
He was a great TV champ and helped 
carry on the proud tradition of the 
Minnesota Wrecking Crew, replacing 
the late, great Gene Anderson. 

While Ric Flair may be a “banana- 
nosed maggot,” he is also the greatest 
wrestler of all-time. You must have a 
lot of shortcomings, Mr. Michaels, to 
sit back and call other people names, 
or are you afraid to look in the mirror? 

LES HEDGER 
Groton, CT [] 








HOURS Monday- Friday - -9 a.m.-8 p.m. EST 
Saturday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
(EST) 


VIEW OUR CATALOG ON THE INTERNET - http:/iwww. wrestlingsuperstore. com E- Mail: FigInc@aol.com 


OTHER ITEMS WECARRYINOUR | WWE T-Shirts by Trinity Co. : WWF LIFESIZE 
36 PAGEC ATALOG All T-shirts made from 100% cotton. All shirts come y adult and kid sizes. r if 7 STAND-UPS 





Orders/Questions Call - (401) 946-5720 
FAX (24 Hours) - (401) 946-8492 












Closed Sunday 































WWF Wallpaper, WWF Kids Lael nares ea. = Adult gaasimepernt a ba by Advanced Graphics (1996) 

Inflatable Toys, WWE Hide Medium Kids X-Large Adult Medium Adult X-Large Lifesize Standups are full color 

Bandanas, WWF Pogs Kids Large Adull Large Adult XX-Large and actual size 

and Slammers, WWF , = ; 

Miscellaneous 

Collectibles, Ultimate 

~~ =" Warrior Comic Books, 

WWE Party G Goods, . Wrestling Magazines, WOW 

| Galoob 1990 Figures, WCW Racing Items, CMLL 

| Mexican Wrestling Toys, Original Wrestling Masks, 
Japanese Pro Wrestling Trading Cards - Send $2.00 


slandups are 

§30.00 aach. 
Choose from: Shawn Michaels, The Undertaker, Bret Hart, Diesel 
Note: These are only available to our United States customers. We can not | 
send these overseas fo olher countries due to size of these. For U.S. custom 
ers, must give street address (no P.O, boxes). | 


' | WwwF TRADING CARDS | 


Undertaker #2 Undertaker #3 © Shawn Michaels #1 by Topes (1887 Each ps oo contains 9 picture cards ... 
$2.00 par pack or 10 nacks lot S10. o 
Special Deal - Full factory | box of 36 packs for only $20.00 














i Macks by Euro Flash 
WWF FULL HEAD MASKS (made in taby-1991) ach pace cons 8 hil coer mts rade for the 





by Casar ine. (1 997) | ane poaieg fer . fl. i par pack or 15 packs for $10.00 
FULL HEAD MASKS ARE SOFT VINYL 

AND FIT COMPLETELY OVER THE HEAD, 
Bret “Hitman” Hart....... $35.00 
Shawn Nichaels .......... $35.00 





| Class 1 Boxed 3 
(as card sel i cartanrg many WWE Sopertas like Andre, Hulk, Utt. 

Warrior pic... ees ie ohne 00 oe a! 

| . 1 f 1B a . 3 f 





i A LI 
te above 145 card Eel. This i tke a baseball card binder that con 
tains enough ieapacsd sheet card protectors so ray can pul in the entire 
145 card set .. “ sai nly $5.00 aach 


Shawn Michaels #2 Bret Hart #1 Bret Hart #2 













SYCHO Kid ....sssecersveeeen» $25.00 ae [ON PA TRADING ( 

Goldust ....ccccsesceseeeses 959.00 WWF Action Packed TradingCards Premiere Series 1 

Undertaker $35.00 Each pack contains 6 diffarent fully embosed trading cards. These 
Ti Lala ; are the best type of trading cards made. They look 3-D.Packs ran- 











MANKING wiscsscasensccss DOOD domly contain: Colossal Grushars Subset cards, 24K Gold Leaf cards, 


Marc Mero#1  QwenHart #1 British Bulldog #1 Goldust & Marlena #1 | Fandomly inserted autographed cards of the 


Mare Mero #4 (Adult only) Goldust & Marlena #1 (Adult Only) Undertaker and Macho Man Randy Savage. 


Legion of Doom #1 (Adult only) Head Bangers #1 (Adult Only) £100 per pack 5 pacts for $6.00 


|| 10 packs for $15.0 
Complete set of all 42 cards for $20.00 











































| new TED DIBIASE. | PROFESSIONAL Complete box of 24 packs for $24.00/set 2 ! 
lepaneshook-* Sa ee ao WWF PEWTER LAPEL PINS are $5.00 each or (5 tor $20.00) 
“500 TRIVIA QUESTIONS Choose from: Stone Cold Skull, Austin 3:/6, Shawn Michaels, RIP Urn, 





H10.00 ERCH 


WWF WRESTLING TRIVIA 


GAMES 800 QUESTIONS 
BY CARDINAL (1997) 

Test your knowledge to the mat with 
this facinating trivia game about WWF 


Wrestling. Contains B00 Questions 
WHF CHAMPIONSHIP BELT covering both old and new WWF 


This is a championship belt that cients ey AED ss, 
has gold ridid plastic 
with soft belt strap (1997) 
$19. 00 each One Size Fits All 


WRESTLEMANIA CHAMPIONSHIP 
by LUN Toys (1987) | WRESTLING BELTS 


Authentic replica of tha Cifficial WWF Champion- ‘ 
ship WWF Medalion. Adjustable up to 31° waist. 
Each belt listi 8 lormer champlons belore 1587 


Raw Is War, Shawn Heart, Ahmed Johnson, Sid, Legion of Doom, Sunny, | 
WWE Logo, Vader, RIP Casket, Shawn Heartbreak Kid, Hocky Maivia 


WWF DOG TAGS DOUBLE SIDED with 28 Inch Chain 
Necklace are $10.00 each or (2 for $18.00) 

Choose from: Stone Cold Austin Skull, Undertaker, Shawn Michaels, 
Marc Mero, Austin 3:16 logo, Legion of Doom, Savio Vega, Flash Funk 


WWF Keychains are $8.00 each or (2 for $15.00) 
Choose from: Bret Hitman Hart, Undertaker RIP Urn, Stone Cold Skull 
and Austin 3:16 logo 


Whoop Ass Stone Cold 

sia WWF BELT BUCKLES are $20.00 each 

each — . Choose fram: Austin 3:16 Logo Belt Buckle, cy 
ric | |Stone Cold Steve Austin Skull Belt Buckle 


|| WWE Stone Cold Skull Desk Clock 
are $30. 00 each 


| | eee Www E 
Dude Love Raw |s War Austin Bottom Line | E HALLOW EEN COSTUM $ 
| - . 4 Undertaker - wi pumpaull & mask 


including: Buddy Rogers, Bruno Sammarting, Su- Srral (4-6) ~ $20.00 wa; Mediurn (8-10) - $20.00 aa: 
parstar Billy Graham, Iron Sheik, Bab Backiund, Wrestlemania Championship Lage (12-14 - $20.00 aa. 
lan Kototf, Podro Morales, and Hulk Hogan, Belt .... $20.00 : oral ' ee _ Bret “Hitman” Hart - W! jampatit & mask Large (12-14) - $20.00 6a 


WWF AIR 
FRESHENERS 


a Pree Complete set of 4 for $8.00 
| Set includes: Undertaker, Steve Austin, Sable and Shawn Michaels 


WWF BASEBALL HATS 

> $20.00 EACH 
1. Austin 3:16 

2. D-Generation X 










































Austin 3:16 





$25.00 Austin Rattlesnake 








































Austin 3:16 Smoking Skull 
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Leaping Lanny- 
Wrestling with Rhyme 
by Lanny Poffo 
THIS 172 PAGE BOOK IS DEDICATED TO THE WWF 
WRESTLER, ANNOUNCERS, ARENA, CHARITIES, ETC. | 
“FIGURES INC. EXCLUSIVE” 
(With Lanny and Randy Savage's Autograph) 

Own a limited edition copy of this book personally 
autographed by Lanny Polfo and his brother “Randy 
Macho Man Savage” exclusive for Figures Inc. customers 

ONLY $10.00 EACH! 









2-Bearer of Paln Shawn OGenk DGank Logo D-Generalion X 



























ndertaker Buried Alive Austins Do Not Trust Sable Sham Rock 















46 PAGE WRESTLING 
CATALOG SEND $2.00 
FOR A COPY 














=. SHIPPING 15 $5.00 PER TOTAL ORDER an SLE 
PHONE NUMBERS: ORDERS SHIPPED SAME DAY RECEIVED Se ae el na 


ORDERS/QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL L ITEMS ARE IN STOCK | 
IRDERS : sls: p INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED SEND $2.00 FOR A COPY 


FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO: 
1-401-946-8492 







| CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH. 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES, INC. 

NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT 

30 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 










and Kevin Nash with The Ding 
Dongs, or think Sting reminds him 
of Hillbilly Jim.” 

Jericho stormed away and 
refused to answer any more ques- 
tions. After he’d gone, a few of his 
fellow rulebreakers couldn’t con- 
tain themselves any longer. 

“Booker T really said that?” 
Brian Adams laughed. “Man, he 
does have a point, though, doesn’t 
he?” 

“Does this mean we can expect 
a Dink Chris Jericho, too?” Konnan 
guffawed. 

“Maybe he’ll make up with Rey 
Misterio Jr. and Misterio can be his 
own personal ‘Little Lion,” Rick 
Rude chortled. 

Though Jericho may have left 
his detractors behind, he more 
than likely heard the laughter that 
bellowed in his wake. And he cer- 
tainly doesn’t like it. But does he 
dislike it enough to consider 
changing his style, one that has 
brought him a certain measure of 
success, in the hopes of regaining 
the respect of his peers? That’s a 
question Jericho will have to 
answer if he is serious in his quest 
to rise to the top of WCW. 

“Why should Jericho consider 
changing his strategy because of 
something one guy said after a 
match?” asked Dusty Rhodes, a 
man who has watched Jericho 
progress from being a talented 
prospect to becoming a legitimate 
title threat. “In this business, it 
never hurts to run your mouth a lit- 
tle bit, to get people talkin’ 
‘boutcha. | don’t see Jericho 
dressin’ up like a circus freak, and 
| don’t see him dancin’ around the 
ring with a little dwarf, either. What 
| see is a champion. Personally, | 
think Booker T’s a little bit jealous, 
‘cause | never heard that lunkhead 


string more than three words 


together at a time.” 
What both Jericho’s fans and 
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booker 
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(Continued from page 21) 


his detractors must remember, 
though, is that in the beginning, not 
many people took Doink seriously. 
After injuring a lot of capable grap- 
plers, however, Doink—face paint 
and all—made himself a force. 


Jericho has already put Mis- 
terio’s career in jeopardy and has 
unmasked Juventud Guerrera. 
When the laughing stops, a lot of 
wrestlers might find out just how 
dangerous a clown can be. Oo 


fee 


“Lion Heart” probably has the skills to be WCW World champion, but right now he’s 
too concerned with winning the fans’ cheers to go all the way. 





Undertaker is obsessed with his alleged 
brother. But if he was concerned about 
his career more than revenge, he'd be 
obsessed with winning the WWF World 
title instead. 


with his current lot in life. Back at the 
Royal Rumble in January, he battled 
Shawn Michaels for the World title, 
but was victimized by Kane's inter- 
ference. Kane came to the ring, 
locked Undertaker in a casket, and 
eventually set the casket on fire. 
Undertaker survived, but he didn't 
return to the ring until March, and by 
then his focus was clear: He cared 
only about hurting Kane. 

The problem is, Undertaker’s 
obsession with Kane is not only 
hurting him, its spoiling the World 
title picture. Michaels is injured and 
out for at least six months. Bret Hart 
defected to WCW. There aren't a lot 
of former champions around to chal- 
lenge Austin. Undertaker is one of 
the few, yet his focus is clearly unfo- 
cused. 

That's fine with Bearer, who 
wants nothing more than revenge 
against Undertaker. “He has to 
wrestle Kane,” Bearer said. “He has 
no choice. His conscience is making 
him do it. He knows he wronged his 
brother in the past, and he can 
never put those demons to rest until 
he puts Kane to rest: But that’s 





(Continued from page 34) 


never going to happen, because 
Kane is relentless. Undertaker tried 
to stop him once before and it didn't 
work. It will never work.” 

Perhaps we can encourage 
Undertaker to put aside this fool- 
ish, self-destructive feud—which 
he has already won—and concen- 
trate on more important matters. 

So here goes. 

lf Undertaker keeps on wresiling 
Kane, we'll have no choice but to 
drop both of them out of the WWF 
ratings. After all, the ratings are for 
contenders to the World title. 
Obviously, since they're battling 
each other, Kane and Undertaker 
are not contenders. 

Long feuds have destroyed 
careers. Tommy Rich, a former 
NWA World champion, got involved 
in a long, drawn-out feud with Buzz 
Sawyer. Neither man ever fully 
recovered from that historic war. 

Wrestling fans, though enthralled 
by the WrestleMania XIV match, 
have seen enough of Kane vs. 


oo < ee 


Undertaker. It is no longer a main 
event-caliber matchup. 

Although Undertaker at times has 
seemed indestructible, there is a 
limit to the length of every wrestler's 
career. Undertaker likes to portray 
that he is immortal, but let’s face it: 
Undertaker is like anyone else, only 
bigger, stronger, and a bit better at 
dealing with pain. 

Blood feuds have never helped 
anyone. One almost destroyed 
Owen and Bret Hart. Rick and 
Scott Steiner have been torn apart. 
Kane is dealing with intense bot- 
tled-up emotions. Undertaker is 
enraged that his alleged brother 
tried to kill him. Both men have a 
right to be angry, but do they have 
to continue to challenge each other 
ad nauseum in sports arenas from 
coast to coast ... and in Europe? 

Steve Austin is waiting for a 
real challenge. Undertaker, at his 
best, can unseat Austin and re- 
gain the title. That’s a challenge 
worth pursuing. Git 


How can anyone expect The Undertaker to get psyched for yet another match 
against Kama’? It’s no wonder that he sometimes finds himself easily dominated by 
lesser competition. We're sure the fans would rather see ‘Taker take on someone 


else instead, like “Stone-Cold.” 
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you focus yourself and get on this 
winning streak? 

SNOW: All my life, people have 
been trying to make me something 
I’m not. They tried to make me a 
Midnight Rocker. They tried to 
keep me out of big matches be- 
cause no one thought | was good 
enough. But | knew | was. | always 
knew I was. Then | got a phone call 
from The Head. 

BROCK: I’m leaving. 

MURPHY: Matt, please, take a 
seat. Give him a chance. 

BROCK: Look, we're talking 
about a mannequin head here! This 
has nothing to do with wrestling. 

' SNOW: The Head doesn’t like to 
be insulted! The Head has been to 
the top of the mountain and is 
about to pull Al Snow to the pinna- 
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press conference 
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Psychological warfare? 
Bobby Duncum Jr. doesn't 
really care as Snow puts 
the squeeze on him (left 
and above). Still, one has 
to wonder: What's with the 
reverse “help me” writing 
elemalt-mielecialct-(0 eg 


cle as well. Say you're sorry. 
Apologize to The Head. 

HUNTER: Come on, Matt. The 
sooner you apologize, the sooner 
we can concentrate on wrestling. 
BROCK: Oh, for the love of Pete. 





All right. I’m sorry, Ms. Head. | am 


never going to live this down. 

SNOW: (holding The Head to his 
ear) The Head accepts your apolo- 
gy. She also says that you can stand 
to lose a few pounds. 

BROCK: That’s it! 

MURPHY: Okay, Al. You really 
got in line for this title match when 
you aligned with Lance Storm to take - 
on Douglas and Chris Candido at the 
Living Dangerously pay-per-view. 
Since then, though, you've mostly 
wrestled by.yourself. Do you have 
any allies, and are you confident fac- 
ing the Triple Threat by yourself? 


Snow battles Lance Storm, yet is really targeting 
Shane Douglas and the ECW title. Perhaps he'd be 
better off targeting a psychologist! 





SNOW: | have thousands of 
allies. Just look at the arenas, look 
at all the fans waving heads. | final- 
ly have support, people who 
believe in me, and it’s all because 
of The Head. Shane feels the mo- 
mentum shifting my way, and he 
knows he cannot stop it. The Head 
gives me all the confidence | need. 
I’m not going to need other people 
jumping in the ring to save me, 
either. I can, and will, beat Douglas 
on my own. | 

HUNTER: Despite your different 
attitudes and managers, you and 
Douglas have a lot in common in 
terms of the style of your wrestling. 
Do you respect Douglas? 

SNOW: I respect Douglas’ abili- 


| ty. You have to respect 
a man who has put so 
much time into becom- 
ing one of the elite in 
the sport. Douglas has 
it all going for him. The 
shiny gold belt, the 


never had. Yes, I re- 
spect Shane, but | am 
going to take every- 
thing he has. The Head 


BROCK: | have to 
concede that you are an 
incredibly talented 
wrestler and you've 
been on a heck of a hot 
streak lately. | can't 


either, because | can 
see that you're hungry 
for the ECW title. But 
Al, look at you! You're 


mannequin head—no 
offense—and you're 


Blue Meanie and Super 
| Nova, two other guys 
who have their share of 
| troubles upstairs. You 
even have “Help Me” 
written on your fore- 


less, in what appears to 
be permanent magic marker! Are 
you mentally prepared to win one 
of the biggest singles titles in the 
world? 


best wrestler in the world. All my 
life, people said | was too small, or 
too quiet, or that | should be some- 
one else. Now The Head has shown 
me how to be myself. It’s Al Snow’s 
chance to shine, and | won't let The 
Head down. 

“MURPHY: On behalf of all of us, 
I'd like to wish you, and The Head, 
good luck. 

BROCK: And maybe after the 
match you can give Dr. Sidney M 
Basil a call. CJ 


beautiful girl, the popu- | 
lar friends, Those are | 
things that Al Snow | 


has shown me the way. | 


question your desire, | 


taking advice from a | 


hanging out with The } 


head—backward, no | 


| | 10 PWI WEEKLY 
SNOW: Brock, | have dedicated | 


15 years of my life to becoming the | 
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Could get into Pro Wrestling? 
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“Now YOU can find out what you need to know 
to enter the exciting world of Pro Wrestling! This | 
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Two months ago, we presented the finals of the singles portion of our Dream 
Tournament: Now it’s time for the final round of our tag team competition— 
and for you to decide who will win the 1997 PW/ Dream Tag Team Tournament 


The semifinal round of the 1997 
PWI Dream Tag Team Tourna- 
ment has ended. As with the sin- 
gles tournament, our office has 
received thousands of ballots by 
mail. All your votes for the semifi- 
nal round have been tallied; we'll 
discuss the match results and your 
comments in a moment. First, let’s 
review the tournament itself. 


HOW IT WORKS 


For those coming into the tourna- 
‘ment late, here’s the lay of the land: 
We've set up a tournament bracket 
containing 16 of the sport’s top teams. 
There were eight first-round matches 
(determined by random draw), four 
quarterfinal matches, and two semifi- 
nal matches. We are now moving on 
to the final match. Three issues from 
now, we'll tell you who won. 

In each round you must decide 
who would win each hypothetical 
match by circling the name of the 
team you think would win each 
time—and don't forget to include yOu 

- comments on each match. 

Send your ballot to: Dream Tag 
Team Tournament Finals, c/o Pro 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, Box 1148, 
Fort Washington, PA 19034. The 
deadline for ballots is July 15, 
1998. We'll print the final results in the 
December 1998 issue of PW/, on 
_ Sale September 8. 

Next month, we'll report the results 
of the final round of the singles tour- 
nament. That tournament runs on 


alternating months with the tag team- 


tournament (which allows you to get 
your votes in time to be tabulated). 
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SEMIFINAL RESULTS 


Shawn Michaels & Steve Austin defeated Rick & Scott Steiner. A 
classic maich between two teams that are no longer together! Our readers 
gave the decision to Austin and Michaels by a margin of just six percent. 
Perhaps if the Steiners weren't feuding, the result would have been different. 

“If Scott could have resisted the NWO and focused more on wrestling 
instead of pumping up his arms,” wrote Steve Pratt of Ocean City, Maryland, 
“then | would have said him and Rick could have handled Austin and 
Michaels easily, Sadly, that isn't the case anymore, and we have seen one of 
the greatest teams in wrestling history crumble.” 

Mary Mason of Casper, Wyoming, concurred. “We saw from their brief 
reign as champions that Austin and Michaels were hardly a cohesive tag 
team,” she said, “but | don’t think anyone would be able to beat them if they 
were still together. Even if the Steiners were getting along, | don’t think they 
could beat ‘Stone-Cold’ and ‘The Heartbreak Kid.” 

Wrote Ronald Dillen of Sioux City, lowa. “I don’t think the Steiners have 
been at the top of their game since they left the WWF back in ’93. Maybe 
they lost something when they went over to Japan a few years ago. If this 
match did take place, and there were no personal problems between the 
members of either teams, | think Austin and Michaels would win in less than 
10 minutes. Michaels would use his quickness and wear the Steiners down, 
then ‘Stone-Cold’ would come in and use the ‘stunner to end it.” 


Scott Hall & Kevin Nash defeated The Road Warriors. Oh, how the 
mighty have fallen! At least in our dream tourney, anyway. The once-invinci- 
ble Road Warriors were soundly beaten by The Outsiders, who garnered an 
impressive 73 percent of the votes. 

There is no denying that the Road Warriors have seen better days. Had 
this tourney been conducted 10 years ago, the LOD might have pitched a 
shutout, but this survey says The Outsiders dominate in 1998. 

“Hall and Nash are far from rookies,” wrote Pat Foley of Hartford, 
Connecticut, “but The Road Warriors don’t show nearly as much ferocity as 
they did in their prime. Yes, they are still a very good team, but at this point in 
their careers, they would be no match for Hall and Nash.” 

“!'ve been a big fan of The Road Warriors since they first started team- 
ing,” wrote Adam Hennison of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, “but they’re a few 
steps slower and not quite as powerful as they were at the beginning of the 
1990s. And they used to be so intimidating. They've lost some of that aura, 
and | don't think anyone really intimidates Hall and Nash. The LOD might 
Start fairly strong, but Hall and Nash would win in about 10 or 12 minutes, 
maybe even before that. | think they're the best team in either the WWF or 
WCW right now.” 





RICK & SCOTT AKIYAMA & : MICHAELS & 





FIRST-ROUND THE | OWEN HART & SHAWN MICHAELS 
WINNERS STEINERS THE GODWINNS DAVEY BOY SMITH & STEVE AUSTIN 
QUARTERFINAL | THE SHAWN MICHAELS 

WINNERS STEINERS & STEVE AUSTIN 

SEMIFINAL , SHAWN MICHAELS 


WINNERS & STEVE AUSTIN 





SCOTT HALL & 
WINNERS. KEVIN NASi 


QUARTERFINAL THE ROAD SCOTT HALL & 
WINNERS WARRIORS KEVIN NASH = 


FIRST-ROUND THE ROAD | | . SCOTT HALL & 
WINNERS WARRIORS PUBLIC ENEMY THE ELIMINATORS KEVIN NASH. - 











| xoua ROAD WARRIORS ied | anny ENEMY HARLEM HEAT ELIMINATORS- esis NASH & HALL 
Mail ballot to: CIRCLE FINAL WINNERS ONLY! 
TOURNAMENT FINALS SORE 
c/o Pro WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED | | 
Box 1148 City: | State: _ Zip: 

: Additional ts | The deadiine for final ballots is July 15, 1998. Final results will 
Fort Washington, PA 19034 be Sresentsdn the December +008 aus af Bac Waestine oe on sale September 8. 


Look for the finals of the singles tournament next month! 
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By Mike Spillane 


legendary superstar he was. More 

than 70,000 fans, paying a record 
gate of $7-million, attended Antonio 
Inoki’s retirement match on April 4 
at the Tokyo Dome. Among the dig- 
nitaries in attendance was Muham- 
mad Ali, whose 15-round draw with 
Inoki in a boxer vs. wrestler match 
22 years ago brought the wrestler his 
international celebrity. Inoki fittingly 
won his final match, beating former 
UFC star Don Frye (who was given 
the opportunity after winning a tour- 
nament) with a grand cobra twist in 
4:09, 

Another result from the New 
Japan card saw Jushin “Thunder” 
Liger successfully defending the 
IWGP junior heavyweight belt 
against relative newcomer Kendo Ka 
Shin via pinfall with his top-rope 
fisherman buster. Also, a new IWGP 
heavyweight champion was crowned, 
as Tatsumi Fujinami defeated 
Kensuke Sasaki with a German 


|: WAS A sendoff befitting the 


Antonio Inoki is greeted by Muhammad Ali in the ring on the day of his final match. 
Fittingly, the Japanese legend won the match in impressive fashion. 
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suplex in what many considered an 
upset. For Fujinami, 44, this marks 
the beginning of his fifth reign as 
champion. 

This year’s Champion Carnival 
round-robin tournament in All-Japan 
Pro Wrestling, though incomplete at 
press time, provided lots of excite- 
ment and a number of surprises in the 
early going. Steve “Dr. Death” 
Williams was leading in the rank- 
ings, followed by Kenta Kobashi, 
Jun Akiyama, and Mitsuharu 
Misawa. Kobashi took his first sin- 
gles victory ever against Toshiaki 
Kawada, pinning him after a crush- 
ing lariat. Young superstar Akiyama 
stunned fans and critics alike by tak- 
ing his first win over Stan Hansen, 
using his formidable exploder suplex 
en route to a pinfall victory. Typ- 
ically, the winner of the Champion 
Carnival becomes the number-one 
contender to the All-Japan Triple 
Crown, currently worn by Misawa. 

International NWO members are 


a < 





more than a little concerned about the 
impending knee surgery of Keiji 
Muto, one of the group’s foremost 
competitors. Muto will be out of 
action for at least eight weeks follow- 
ing the operation. 

NJPW has already signed a feature 
bout for its card at the Osaka Dome 
on August 8. Former sumo wrestler 
and WAR promotion veteran Gen- 
ichiro Tenryu is set to face judo 
expert Naoya Ogawa. Ogawa rose to 
prominence in NJPW during a series 
of matches against perennial fan 
favorite Shinya Hashimoto. 

Fans of the junior heavyweight 
division were excited to hear the 
announcement of several entrants in 
this year’s Best of the Super Junior 
tournament. So far, the official 
entrants include former WAR pro- 
motion star Yuji Yasuraoka, Big 
Japan sensation Yoshihiro Tajiri, 
former Michinoku Pro competitor 
Shiryu (who now competes in WCW 
as Kaz Hayashi), and Masakazu 
Fukuda. 

The Great Sasuke is rebounding 
quickly from his knee surgery and is 
expected to return to. active competi- 
tion in July. The ranks of Sasuke’s 
home promotion, Michinoku Pro, 
have been substantially thinned with 
the departure of Dick Togo, Men’s 
Teioh, and Shoichi Funaki. This 
trio, who were collectively known as 
Kaientai Deluxe, has since crash- 
landed in the WWF, and is 
causing trouble for former sta- 
blemate Taka Michinoku. 

FMW and ECW have cut a 
talent exchange deal, as several 
stars of the most extreme pro- 
motion in the U.S. are set to 
tour with Japan’s premiere 
hardcore promotion. Bam Bam 
Bigelow and John Kronus, no 
Strangers to the Land of the 
Rising Sun, will be joined by 
rising star Chris Chetti for this 
joint venture. 

Ladies group Arsion is also 
assembling a tournament for 
the summer, including such 
female. heavyweights as Reggie 
Bennett and Aja Kong. 

Soo da, sayonara! C] 
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CTAGON WON AAA’S 
second annual King of 
Kings tournament in 
Naucalpan before 18,000 fans at an 
outdoor bull ring, defeating Perro 
Aguayo, Latin Lover (last year’s 
winner), and Cibernetico in the 
finals. The tournament consists of 
four single four-corner matches, with 
the winner of each match advancing. 
Also on the card, Abismo Negro 
and Pentagon defeated Jorge and 
Antonio Brennan, two. young ‘hosts 
of a very popular Mexican, TV pro- 





gram,.in a.cage match. The match. 


wasn’t without controversy, as 
Abismo exécuted a piledriver (which 


Octagon is the King of Kings in AAA. He won a pres- 
tigious tournament in that federation by beating 
Perro Aquayo, Latin Lover, and Cibernetico. 
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is illegal in Lucha Libre) on Jorge, 
injuring him so badly that he had to 


-be taKen,to, a hospital. Pentagon was 


so outraged over Abismo’s actions 


that he-attacked his own teammate. 


In furn, Fuerza-Guerrera came to 
ringside and helped Abismo attack 


Pentagon. Sensing that Pentagon had 


remorse over.the injury to Brennan, 


“long-time Pentagon rival Octagon 


came down to ringside and helped 
him fight off the rudos(rulebreak- 
ers). After the rudos had/fled, 


Octagon hugged his former-énemy 


and the two are now scheduled to 


team-in a series of grudge matches 


against Guerrera and Negro. . 
Im-the card’s main 


feated bitter rival Sangre 
~ Chicana in a hair ys. hair 
match, bringing to a close 
a brutal feud that had 
been going on since last 
summer. 

In.other AAA news,.an 
) intriguing father and son 
| feud appears to be brew- 


) yo Sr. and Perro Aguayo 
Jr. and El Cobarde and 
El Cobarde Jr. Cobarde 
Jr. recently made his 
AAA debut, attacking 
Aguayo Jr. during a six- 
man tag match in Pa- 
chuca. The two sides are 
scheduled to face each 
other in the coming 
weeks. 

Also making his AAA 
debut was Dos Caras, a 
long-time technico (scien- 
tific wrestler) who most 
recently competed in 
i; EMLL. Caras is the 


AT 


event, Heavy Metal de-~ 


ing between Perro Agua- © 


younger brother of legendary Mex- 
ican star Mil Mascaras. 
In Promo Azteca news, Super 


rf Crazzy defeated Black Venum in a 


hair vs. mask match in Naucalpan, 
forcing Venum to unmask. Also on 
that show, the original Lizmark 
(father of current Promo Azteca and 
WCW competitor Lizmark Jr.) 
made his debut, teaming with 
Vampiro Canadiense and Mascara 
Sagrada to beat Pirata Morgan, 
“Black Magic” Norman Smiley, 


and Silver King ... The Kiss re- 


tained his WWA light heavyweight 
title, defeating Pierroth Jr. at 


‘Tijuana’s Municipal Auditorium. 


There is talk of a mask vs. mask 
match being signed between these 
two in the very near future ... Hec- 
tor Garza underwent knee surgery 
to repair damage to the knee that he 
incurred in the ring. The early prog- 
nosis is that he will miss anywhere 
betweeneighttol2 months. | 
Over in EMLL, Black Warrior 
captured the NWA light heavyweight 
title by defeating Shocker in Mexico 
City. Nine days later, also in Mexico 
City, Mr. Niebla, who-holds the 


‘CMLL tag team title with Shocker, 


defeated Black Warrior in the finals 
of the fourth, annuat- Salvador 
Lutteroth G Champion of Champions 
tournament. The tournament, com- 
memorating the birthday and memo- 
ry of EMLL’s founder, featured 
matches between all of the promo- 
tion’s champions. The main event of 
the show saw Emilio Charles Jr. 
defeat El Satanico in a hair vs. hair 
match. 

The Headhunters returned to 
EMLL, teaming with Emilio 
Charles Jr., to defeat Satanico, Dr. 
Wagener Jr., and Apolo Dantes. The 
Headhunters had previously compet- 
ed in Promo Azteca ... El Felino 
was stripped of his WWA welter- 
weight title after a controversial 
match against E] Hijo del Santo in 
Monterrey. Felino had originally 
won the match thanks to a low blow 
foul that the referee did not see. The 
local wrestling commissioner, how- 
ever, overturned the decision, forc- 
ing Felino to vacate the title. [| 


4 SEPTEMBER/1998 « 63 


| ILLUSTRATED 


i ES Se a =e = 





TOP 10 


STEVE AUSTIN 

252, Victoria, TX 

(2) WWE World champion 

STING 

260, Venice Beach, CA 

(1) No. 2 contender: WCW World title _ 
THE UNDERTAKER 

328, parts unknown 

(7) No. 2 contender: WWF World title _ 
HOLLYWOOD HOGAN 

275, Venice Beach, CA 

(8) WeW World champion 
MITSUHARU MISAWA 

228, Ashikaga, Japan 

(5) All-Japan Triple Crown champion 
BILL GOLDBERG 

2/0, Tulsa, OK 

LEX LUGER 

265, Chicago, Il 

{(-) Ne. 3 contender: WCW World title 
ROCKY MAIVIA 

272, Pearl City, HI 

OWEN HART 

227, Calgary, Alberta 

(-) No. 3 contender: WWF World title 
ROB VAN DAM 

240, Battle Creek, MI 

(9) ECw TV champion 
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Mitsuharu Misawa 


NWA 
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TAG TEAMS 


] BILLY GUNN & JESSE JAMES 
Combined weight: 496 pounds 
(1) WWE World tag team champions 
2 LOD 2000 
Combined weight: 560 pounds 
(5) No. 1 contenders: WWF tag title 
MASA CHONO & KEIJI MUTO 
Combined weight: 480 pounds 
(3) IWGP tag team champions 
SS THE GIANT & STING 
Combined weight: 690 pounds 
{(-) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title 
5B BUH BUH RAY & D-VON DUDLEY 
Combined weight: 585 pounds 
(7) No. 1 contenders: ECW tag title 
5 THE HEADBANGERS 
Combined weight: 488 pounds 
(-) No. 2 contenders: WWF World tag title 
7 THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 
Combined weight: 487 pounds 
8) NWA feam champions 
a CHRIS CANDIDO & LANCE STORM 
Combined weight: 457 pounds 
(-) ECW tag team champions —_—= 
9 TERRY FUNK & 2 COLD SCORPIO 
Combined weight: 469 pounds 
(-) No. 3 contenders: WWE tag tifle 
) 10 AXL ROTTEN & MAHONEY 
— Combined weight: 663 pounds 
(4) No. 2 contenders: ECW tag title 


ECW 
NWA Champion: ECW Champion: 
DAN SEVERN SHANE DOUGLAS 
(C) 265, Detroit, MI (C) 240, Pittsburgh, PA 
1—DOUG GILBERT 1—ROB VA 


wcw WWE 
World Champion: World Champion: 
HOLLYWOOD HOGAN STEVE AUSTIN 
(2) 275, Venice Beach, CA (C) 252, Victoria, TX 
1—BILL GOLDBERG 1=ROCKY MAIVIA 
(8) 270, Tulsa, OK (1) 272, Pearl City, HI 
2—STING 2—THE UNDERTAKER 
(C) 260, Venice Beach, CA (3) 328, ports unknown 
J—LEX LUGER 3—OWEN HART 
(6) 265, Chicago, Il (6) 227, Calgary, Alberta 
4—BOOKER T 4—HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 
(3) 250, Harlem, NY (2) 279, Greenwich, CT 
5—CHRIS JERICHO 5—DUDE LOVE 
[4] 225, Vancouver, British Columbia (-) 277, Truth or Consequences, NM 
6—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 6—JEFF JARRETT 
(1) 260, Tampa, FL (7) 230, Nashville, TN 
7—RICK STEINER 7—KANE 
(-) 248, Detroit, MI (5) 345, parts unknown 
8—KEVIN NASH 8—FAAROOQ 
(9) 356, Detroit, Ml (-) 291, Perry, GA 
9—THE GIANT 9—GOLDUST 
(7) 430, parts unknown (-) 254, Austin, TX 
10—BRET HART 10—MARC MERO 


(5) 235, Calgary, Alberta 


(10) 235, Buffalo, NY 
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(1) 241, Lexington, TN 
2—COLORADO KID 

(-) 231, Denver, CO 
3=—BARRY WINDHAM 

(2) 273, Sweetwater, TX 
4—QUINN MAGNUM 

(8) 223, Connellsville, PA 
5—ERICH SBRACCIA 

(7) 242, Boston, MA 
6—RIP ROGERS 

(10) 239, Cleveland, OH 
7=—BRIAN JEWEL 

(9) 235, Winnipeg, Manitoba 
8—MABEL 

(-) 568, Harlem, NY 
9—KING KONG BUNDY 

[-) 446, Atlantic City, NJ 

10—LANCE DIAMOND 
(6) 230, Richmond, VA 


(1) 240, Battle Creek, MI 
2—BAM BAM BIGELOW 

(3) 368, Mt. Laurel, NJ 
3=—AL SNOW 

(4) 232, Lima, OH 
4—SABU 

(5) 225, Bombay 
5—JUSTIN CREDIBLE 

(7) 225, Waterbury, CT 
6—TOMMY DREAMER 

(2) 245, Yonkers, NY 
7=—2 COLD SCORPIO 

(9) 222, Denver, CO 
8—LANCE STORM 

(8) 234, Calgary, Alberta 
9—CHRIS CANDIDO 

(-) 226, Carteret, NJ 


10—THE SANDMAN 


(6) 244, Philadelphia, PA 


OFFICIAL RATINGS | 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and 
inherent skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are Coimpiled by the magazine's editorial board. All 
other ratings are based on the ofticial current positions of Challengers to the top title in each category; 
certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a 
wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category 
last issue. while (C) indicates the wrestler was Champion in that category last issue. 





For period ended April 30, 1998 


AAA: Champion—Perro Aguayo; 1—Abismo Negro; 2—Octagon; 3—Pentagan, 4—Foetn 
Guerrera; 5—Heavy Metal; 6—Songre Chicano; 7—Cibernetico; 8-—Perro Aquayo Jr; 9—E 
Corbade Jr.; 10—tLatin Lover. 


ALL-PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Rober! Thompson; |!—Michael Modest; 2—Erin 0! 
Grady; 3—Vic Grimes; 4—Tony Jones; 5—Donovon Morgen; 6—Moxx Justice; 7—Frank 
Murdoch; 8—Jay Smooth; 9—Chris Cole; 10—Rick Turner. 


ALTERNATIVE CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING; Champion—Rick Morton; 1—"Raging Bull” 
Manny Fernandez; 2—Bobby Fulton; 3—-Robbie Auman; 4—"Boogie Woogie Man” Jimmy 
Valiant; 5—Tim Blaze; 6—Pat Friday; 7—-L.A. Wild One; 8—David Isley; 9—Jeft Knotts; 
10—Dovid Jericho. 


CENTURY WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Chompion—trich Sbraccio; 1—Jony Rumble; 2—Vic 
Steamboat; 3—Knuckles Nelson; 4—Abdullah the Butcher; 5—Ace Darling; 6—Tony Atlas, 
7—£I Mascorado; 8—Joe! Davis; 9—Devon Storm; }O0—Pink Assassin, 


FLORIDA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—!oe Deturiu; 1—Vompire Wornoi, 
2—Hack Myers; 3—Scoot Andrews; 4—Billy Viper; 5—Snot Dudley, 6—El tidelista; 7— 
Bobby Rogers, 8—Flex Armstrong; 9—Bill Payne; 1} O—Blois Rogers. 


GRANDE WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Champion—George Steele; }—Fexx Wheeler; 2—Bob 
Steele; 3—Mandingo Warrior; 4—Alexi lokturov; 5—Jake Lawless; 6—Rolling thunder; 7— 
Ron Starr; 8—Middknight; 9—Danny Rhodes; 10—George Love. 


MUSIC CITY WRESTLING: Champion—Colorado Kid; 1—Wolfie D; 2—Fiash 
Hanagan; 3—Jomie Dundee; 4—Chris Michaels; 5—Shane Eden; 6—Nick Dinsmore; 
7—Brickhouse Brown; 8—Reno Riggins; ¥—Kenny Arden; 10—Trailer Park Trash. 


NEW DIMENSION WRESTLING: Chompion—Madd Maxx; 1—Rick Morton; 2 
Bobby Fulion, 3—Jackie Fulton; 4—Rick Link; 5—Pez Whatley; 6—Rikki Nelson; 
7—Surge; 8—Dale Porter, 9—Venom; 10—Willow The Wisp. 


PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—liger Khan; I= 
Mr. Ooh Lo Lo; 2—Reckless Youth; 3—Lance Diamond; 4—Julio Sanchez; S~=Gieh 
Osbourne; 6—John Rock; 7—~—Mike Quackenbush; 8—Boogie Woogie Brown; = 
Kodiok Bear; 10—Dave Patera. 


POWER PRO WRESTING: Champion—Title Vacont; 1—Jerry Lawler; 2—Buddy 
Londell: 3—Austin Idol; 4—Bill Dundee; 5—Brian Christopher; 6—Spellbinder; 7 
Bobby Bronze; 8—Lonce Jade; 9—Tracey Smothers; 10—Mo. 


PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—Black Angel; 1——Ripper; 2—George 
South, 3—Halion Stallions 4—The Breeze; 5—The Bodyguard; 6—Scotty Hotbody: 
7—Scott Powers; 8&—Super Ninja; 9—American 6.1; 10—Texas Outlaw. 


WORLD WRESTING COUNCIL: Champion—Ray Gonzalez; 1—Fidel Sierta; 2— 
Solitario; 3——Carlos Colon; 4—-Atkie Mulumbio; 5—Ricky Santana; 4—=Shane; 7—- 
lnvader |; 8—Mohammoad Hussein; 9—Rico Suave; 10—Victor the Bodyguard. 
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NEW JAPAN ALL-JAPAN EMLL PROMO AZTECA 
IWGP Champion: Triple Crown Champion: EMLL Champion: Promo Azteca Champion: 
TATSUMI FUJINAMI MITSUHARU MISAWA TITLE VACANT KONNAN 
(C) 234, Oita, Japan (C) 228, Ashikaga, Japan (C) 237, Mexico City, Mexico 
1—KENSUKE SASAKI 1—TOSHIAKI KAWADA . 1—RAYO DE JALISCO JR _1—PIERROTH JR. 
(1) 233, Tokyo, Japan (2) 245, Ashikaga, Japan (-) 270, Guadalajara, Mexico (1) 251, Cuernavaca, Mexico 
2—SHINYA HASHIMOTO 2—JUN AKIYAMA 2—EL HIJO DEL SANTO 2—TINIEBLAS JR. 
(3) 287, Gifu, Japan (5) 230, Hiroshima, Japan (3) 180, Tulancingo, Mexico (9) 256, Montclova, Mexico 
3—MASA CHONO 3—KENTA KOBASHI 3—CIEN CARAS 3—PIRATA MORGAN 
(2) 235, Tokyo, Japan (1) 261, Fukuchiyama, Japon (2) 235, Lagos de Moreno, Mexico (5) 221, Mexico City, Mexico 
4—KEIJi MUTO 4—AKIRA TAUE 4—NEGRO CASAS 4—LA PARKA 
(4) 245, Yamanashi, Japan (3) 265, Chichibu, Japan (5) 175, Mexico City, Mexico (7) 235, Torreon, Mexico 
5—JUSHIN LIGER 5—STAN HANSEN 5—BLACK WARRIOR 5—BLACK MAGIC 
(8) 206, Hiroshima, Japan (6) 322, Borger, IX (4) 221, Mexico City, Mexico (2) 238, London, England 
6—HIROYOSHI TENZAN 6—STEVE WILLIAMS 6—UNIVERSO 2000 6—SILVER KING . 
(5) 270, Tokyo, Japan (7) 265, Norman, OK (6} 215, paris unknown (6) 215, Mexico City, Mexico » 
7—NAOYA OGAWA 7—JOHNNY ACE 7—EMILIO CHARLES JR. ZMARK JR. 
(9) 286, Tokyo, Japan (4) 250, San Bernardino, CA (7) 222, Mexico City, Mexico (8) 249, Acapulco, Mexico 
8—DON FRYE 8—GARY ALBRIGHT 8—ULTIMO DRAGON - 8—JERRY ESTRADA 
(-) 235, Sierra Vista, AZ (10) 343, Billings, MI (8) 175, Mexico City, Mexico (-) 239, Montclova, Mexico 
9—OSAMU NISHIMURA 9—TAKAO Maia a 9—ATLANTIS 9—JUVENTUD GUERRERA 
[-] 225, Tokyo, Japan (-]} 221, Tokyo, Japan (?) 180, Guadalajara, Mexico (4) 165, Mexico City, Mexico 
10—SATOSHI KOJIMA 10—MAUNUKEA MOSSMAN 10—FELINO 10—TARZAN BOY . 
(-) 223, Tokyo, Japan (9) 245, Honolulu, HI (10) 165, Mexico City, Mexico (3) Monterey, Mexico 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 








Shawn’s shaky future. WrestleMania XIV was not a pay- 
PeRiview to remember for Shawn Michaels. Sure, he did 
Sa wrestle a courageous match, and 
a he was in the main event, but he 
clearly was not at his best. 
| Remember, he suffered two herni- 
ated disks in his back while train- 
ing in February, and we later 
found out that he had reinjured the 
back during his intense match 
with *Stone-Cold” Steve Austin. 
Yet he came close to winning 
- anyway. That says a lot about 
' “The Heartbreak Kid’s” athletic 
skills and his desire to win to win 
at all costs. Unfortunately, we probably won't be seeing much 
of Shawn Michaels in the ring for a while. Even though the 
official ratings for this magazine were compiled only a few 
weeks after WrestleMania, you won't find Michaels’ name 
anywhere in the Top 10 or in the WWF rankings, and you 
might. not be able to do so for many issues to come. There is 
some speculation that the back injury will keep him out for 
nine or 10 months. 
Say what you will about Michaels’ personality and attitude, 
but it’s hard to argue that when he’s at his best, Shawn isn’t one 
of the best wrestlers in the world. The WWF will miss him. 





Shawn Michaels 


Savage has problems, too. The injury bug struck at 
arguably the worst possible time for “Macho Man” Randy 
Savage. He was scheduled to get a title match against WCW 
World champion Sting at the Spring Stampede pay-per-view, 
and there were many who believed that he stood an excellent 
chance of wresting control of the NWO away from his arch- 
rival, Hollywood Hogan. But during an impromptu match 
with Sting on March 31, he tore the anterior cruciate ligament 
in his right knee. 

Many people close to Savage initially feared that his injury 
might keep him out for six months or more. His cause wasn't 
helped at all when several members of the NWO attacked him 
at Nitro just six days later. He suffered some neck injuries in 
that attack, so you can understand why there’s no Savage any- 
where in this month’s ratings, either. 


He may not really be “Mr. Monday Night,” but ... Rob 
Van Dam earns a spot in the Top 10 this issue by virtue of his 
victory over Bam Bam Bigelow | | 
for the ECW TY title on April 4 in | 
Buffalo, New York. He needed 
quite a bit of help from his good 
friend Sabu to get the win over the 
“Beast From The East,” but we 
must say that it’s about time Van. 
Dam, clearly one of the best all- 
around wrestlers in ECW, won a 
title (any title) in his home federa- 
tion. He’s always bragging about 
how great he is (and how much the 
WWE wants him). Now he finally 
has a gold belt to his credit to prove it. Then again, maybe this 
win will make him more arrogant than ever. 





Sabu 


This ’n’ that ... You've probably noticed that we are now 
featuring ratings from more independent federations than ever. 
This was in response to all the letters we received asking us for 
more coverage of the smaller promotions. You asked for it, so 
you got it! We'll print the ratings from as many different feder- 
ations as we can in each issue. 

[t’s not meant to be a slight against the NWO, but Scott 
Hall and Kevin Nash, the reigning WCW World tag team 
champions, don’t make the tag team ratings this issue because, 
simply, they haven't been defending their title at all of late. In 
fact, it almost seems as if that title has been forgotten. 

Nash has been keeping busy bickering with Hollywood 
Hogan, while Hall was missing in action again in late-March 
and early-April, so it’s tough to try to predict what the future of 
that title is. Will Hall and Nash be pressured to defend the belts 
more? Will WCW threaten to strip them of the title? Or will 
things remain status quo, with the tag team division in WCW 
continuing to be de-emphasized? We shall see soon. 


That's all for this issue. As always, if you have any ques- 
tions or comments relating to any of the issues we've raised on 
this page or in our ratings section, we want to hear from you. 
Write to us at: “Ratings Analysis,” c/o PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED, Box 1148, Fort Washington, PA 19034. CT 
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TOP RANK IN ASSOCIATION WITH FOXWOODS RESORT CASINO PRESENTS 
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RAVEN/GOLDBERG: THE AFTERMATH 
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*<~ The authoritative wrestling refer- 
“s- enee tool, Full y pay-per-view and 
"> -supereard results. Tite histories. 
| Bvery “PWT S00.” 1996 Stats, 


196 WRESTLING YEARBOOK 
Exclusive scouting reports on 30 of 


wrestling’ s- best. PLUS—30 hilarious 


full-page caricatures by. PWI's Jason 


Conlan! 100 pages! 32 color pinups! 


1007 WRESTLING ANNUAL 


Butt-kickin , attitude-filled “pro-files,” 
plus.a look at what we felt was ahead 
in 1997 for wrestling’s top. stars. 





1997 WRESTLING YEARBOOK 
We turn loose caricaturist Jason 
Conlan one more time (whether his 
subjects like it or not!). 30 canine 
reports. 32 color pinups! 
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PWLINTERVIEW SPECIAL 

One select “Press Conference” since 
1979, PWI’s first year. Scott Hall, 
Bruno Sammartino, Dallas Page, 
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* Billy Kidman must have learned quite a bit 


from Raven during his stint with The Flock in 


WCW. Raven loves inflicting punishment on his 


opponents whenever he can, and Benoit has 
heen a favorite target of The Flock for months. 
So even as Benoit hoisted Kidman high into the 
air during this match, it looked like Kidman 
tried fo choke him from above. Not surprising- 
ly, he didn’t have all that much success. 
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The PWI/ Almanac And Book Of Facts is an essential 
part of your wrestling library. Now in its third printing, 
revised and updated, the 196-page, digest-sized 
1998 edition offers complete PPV, supercard, and 
Clash results ... Complete title histories ... A year-by- 
year history of the sport ... A comprehensive 
overview of 1997 ... Stats ... And much more! 


The PWI Almanac has sold out on most news- 
stands each of its first two years, but now the third 
edition is yours FREE if you use the accompanying 
order form! 


SUBSCRIBE TO PW/ TODAY AND RECEIVE ... 

* 13 issues a year (that’s one every four weeks!) 

e Up to 25% off the newsstand price 

e Four special expanded issues, including the 
100-page “Year-End Achievement Awards” 
and the “PW/ 500” 

* Speedy delivery right to your home 

« And, of course, The 1998 PW/ Almanac 
And Book Of Facts 


EXCLUSIVE PW! FEATURES 

PWI's award-winning staff is always where the action is, 
providing the most complete coverage of wrestling avail- 
able anywhere. From the great staff of writers, through 
the dramatic peak-action photographs, to the magnifi- 
cent full-color centerfold—PWI brings you wrestling 
action at its best. PWI includes exclusive features you 
can't get anywhere else: Our comprehensive “Arena 
Reports” ... Brandi Mankiewicz’ lively and controversial 
“Off The Top Rope” .. . An incisive “Press Conference” 
with one of the sport's top stars . . . Extensive “Ratings” 
. . . Monthly columns by Stu Saks, Bill Apter, Dave 
Lenker, Dave Rosenbaum, and Andy Rodriguez. And 
don’t forget: Your subscription to PWI includes the spec- 
tacular 100-page year-end issue, priced at $4.95 on the 
newsstand (if you can find it!) and every other special 
we produce throughout the year. 





Ld Yes, | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED 


_] | am enclosing $34.70 for a 13-issue subscription—a 
20% savings off the newsstand price! 

|] |am enclosing $65.00 for a 26-issue subscription—a full 
25% Savings Off the newsstand rate! 

_] | wish to receive the 1998 PWI Wrestling Almanac as 
a bonus to my subscription and have enclosed $2 


to cover postage and handling 


(] | would like to order the 1998 PWI Almanac only and 
have enclosed $7 as payment in full 


[] VISA # 


[| MasterCard # 
Expiration Date: / 


MO/YR 
signature: 


Send to: London Publishing Co. 
P.O. Box 2021, Dept. 9 
Marion, OH 43302 


NAME 


ADDRESS APT. 


CITY STATE ZIP 


Price offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all foreign countries: 
$45.10 for 13 issues ($67.20 airmail); $85.80 for 26 issues 
($130.00 airmail). International money order in U.S. funds only for 
orders outside U.S. Please allow up to eight weeks before you 
receive your first issue. 
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| When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling - \& 
Illustrated magazine has all the inside information _\ 

_ you want and it’s only a phone call away. 
If it happens in,the ring, the locker room, or on 
the road, you’ll hear it here first. ) 
To get all the breaking stories from every federation, 
call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and 

“ae be the first to learn about .. 





Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 
_ IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0897 555 263 


TS This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phoness) | 
*Cost per minute in the United States is $1.99. Cost per minute’Canada is - Coa 
$2.49. Cost per minute in the United Kingdomyis) a Ov ea | 

Kids, get. yoursparents’ permission. = 
BCM Box 6424, London WCIN 3XX . 4457/08-97 





: 1680 “wh _ yy 





